™ MAINE
SPORTSMAN
January 1979

5 0 cents

Controversy Over Salmon Regulations

Photo by Leonard Lee Rue III

Southern Maine’s Best Ice Fishing
Challenge of the

Snowshoe Hare:

Herb Sanborn’s

Red Fox

Four Pounds of Hop

Trolling Streamer

Page 2

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

January 1979

Challenge o f the Red F o x
The fall trapping season has
passed and with all the reports
I have been getting, it was
successful for most pelt gath
ers, although many didn’t make
the catch they hoped for.
The mild weather conditions
made it ideal for land trapping
as trappers didn’t have freezing
dirt to contend with.
The water conditions were not
exactly ideal in a sense. The
water was too low and many
streams had dried up, changing
the life-style of the mink, musk
rat, raccoon and even the otter.
Many trappers found that mink
did not com e to bait very well
during this low water period.
They had a field day with all
that food available. Fish, frogs,
craw fish were easy for the
mink and coon as well.
I have heard some reliable
reports of some of the houndsmen taking up toward 200 rac
coon. You have to give these
guys credit for having an out
standing coon hound. I have not
heard of any trapper making
that kind of a catch. However,
some of the top trappers prefer
not to tell what they caught and
I really can ’ t blame them for
this.
With today’ s prices on wild
raw furs it is a highly profitable
business for men who have
studied trapping and have the
know-how and the physical
stamina to keep the pressure on
until the season ends.
It appears as if the coyote
catch might be higher this year
than last. I have not heard the
official coyote catch at this
tim e, but from all reports it
seems that most trappers who
set out a few fox traps caught a
coyote or two if they were in
coyote habitat. The coyote sem
inars sponsored by the Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, the U.S. Fish & Wild
life Department, and the Maine
Trapper’s Association certainly
created that new interest. Let’s
hope the trappers continue to
help control the increasing coy
ote population in Maine.
Another interesting part of
this past fall season was the
take of fox. In most cases a
good fox trapper did not come
up with the number of reds he
had in past falls. Many feel the
population is down in some
areas, but we also have a new
army of fox trappers out there
learning and laying traps here
and there.
The fox did not earn the
reputation of being sly just
because in the past one or two
would-be trappers couldn’ t
catch them successfully. They
earned that reputation because
they honestly deserve it. A fox
is highly intelligent and suspi
cious by nature. He will refuse
to come to bait and scent that is
placed in a haphazard manner.
He will also shy away from a
set that he cannot circle and
check out before venturing into.
Successful fox trappers will not
make the dirt hole set unless

they give a fox room and visability to see completely around
the area. When these rules are
not observed a fox soon be
com es educated. Even a sea
soned expert will have problems
catching a fox that has been
educated by the crude methods
some trappers use.
An old dog fox that has elud
ed the traps for two or three
years, and I mean good sets,
made by expert fox trappers, is
often caught in an entirely dif
ferent type set than the dirt
hole set. The urinating post and
the old camp fire set has ended
the career of many of these
sharp and witty red-coated ras
cals.
Look at the average collection
of fox pelts—you will quickly
realize that the bulk of these
foxes are this year’s—common
ly called “ pups.” The young
pups are more easily caught.
The ones who survive are the
sharp, sly ones that constitute
the breeding stock for future
years.
Around 30 years ago I caught
my first red fox. The foxes
were coming to a bunch of ‘rat
carcasses every night. One
morning I awoke to see light
dry snow coming down. I eager
ly grabbed two properly dyed

and waxed No. 3 Blake & Lamb
double undersprings. I carefully
walked right up to the ca r
casses. I put down waxed pa
per, firm ly bedded the trap
over the paper—put another
piece over the trap that had
been cut to go within the jaws
of the trap and a cut made so
the dog would flip through the
paper. I walked away fully
knowing nature would keep
sending down her white camou
flage for the final concealment.
Set number 2 was made around 40 to 50 feet away and I
carefully slid in another No. 3
trap at an old stump that had a
perfect arched root for a step
ping stick. This was strictly a
blind set. I followed the same
procedure and let nature do the
actual covering up of the trap.
The next morning I had high
hopes like any trapper. Before I
ever got to the set locations I
could see I had caught a fox in
the buried bait set. I saw the
flashing red form of a fox that
snapped her long plume tail
that D ecem ber morning. I
quickly dispatched her by hit
ting her on the nose to stun her
and then I put my weight over
the heart region—this is done
by stepping with the heel of the
boot and applying force. It

TjKlDERM ISTf
W illiam Craig
“ Specializing in fish mounts”
Repair and Restoration
of old fish
mounts
R.F.D. 1 Box 88
Etna, Maine
04434

Telephone:
207-269-2899

"The Number One
Pontiac-GMC Dealer
in Maine"

Maine
Traplines
By Oscar Cronk Jr. j
quickly pulls or breaks the
heart cords and results in in
stant death, which is a very
humane method to use. I let her
lay there and walked toward
the blind set. I could hardly
believe my eyes when the sec
ond fox realized that I had
spotted him and the same an
tics took place. When I tapped
him on the nose and was stand
ing over his heart I realized this
was quite a large fox. He was
an old fellow and his cherry red
coat was a sight to behold.
I am fairly sure when I
crossed that field behind my
father’ s house—I grew a full
two inches. I thought, “ I can’t

understand why the fox is rated
so highly.” I have since learned
that I had good sets and condi
tions were ideal to make it look
that easy.
Fox trapping is still not that
hard, if you insist on clean
traps, clean equipment and be
ing neat and clean yourself.
Learn the basics out of any
trapping book and you will soon
be catching fox.
Good trapping habits and the
proper system is the key to
making a worthwhile catch.
Study the style and techniques
of a good trapper and you will
find that he has rules and
guidelines he abides by.
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Best Bangor Area Ice Fishing Spots
January now taps off the “ big
gam e” ice fishing season for
togue, brook trout, and land
locked salmon. To most sports,
any ice angling before that
opening is only a teaser.
Last winter, area bait dunkers had a pretty fair season.
Topping the local lakes for acti
vity was probably Branch Pond.
But, Green Lake produced most
of the lunkers. Phillips Lake
began to show some revival in
togue action, and locals were
keeping mum about it.

lb. togue in lower lake.
Jellison Hill Pond, Airline—
Brookie action good.
Phillips Lake, Dedham—a
sleeper for togue.
Schoodic Lake, Milo—landlocks aplenty early.
Beech Hill Pond, Otis—due
for a comeback.

Craig Pond, Orland—big
togue lurking.
Jo-Mary Lake, south of
Millinocket—togue trophies.
Eagle Lake, Bar H a r b o r fat brookies.
Branch Pond, E lls w o rth swift salmoning, but small.
Green Lake, Ellsworth—10

Bangor Area
Bob Leeman
807 Wilson Street
Brewer

***
This year will bring many
new ice fishing regulations,
mostly concerning bag limits
and minimum lengths. A law
book check is an absolute must.
**♦

Here’s a partial list of poten
tial hotspots this season:

Lee Wulff. Schweibert’ s new,
two-volume set of books labeled
simply, Trout, is already a
collector’s item. Tickets to the
affair are bound to be as hard
to find as an American made
shirt when the banquet date of
May 1st, 1979 rolls around.

The Sunkhaze Stream Chap
ter of Trout Unlimited boys
have plucked a plum with the
announcement
that
Ernie
Schweibert will be their guest
speaker at their annual spring
banquet. Need we have to say
that the renowned Mr. Schwei
bert has risen to high esteem in
the ranks of the flyrod wielders.
Perhaps even leveling that of

Ron Lott, chairman for the
Pepsi-Trout Unlimited Fishing
Awards program , has an
nounced the winners for 1978.
Here’s a list of leaders in each
category: Leonard Ritchie, Lin
coln, Atlantic Salmon, 18 lbs. 8
oz.; Jim Whitehead, Milli
nocket, Landlocked Salmon, 6
lbs. 4 oz.; Ken Goode, Bucks
port, Brown Trout, 17 lbs. 7 oz.;
Barry Partridge, Skowhegan,
Largemouth Bass, 8 lbs. 3 oz.;
Joseph Stem, Bangor, Smallmouth Bass, 7 lbs.; Donald
Doyon, Fairfield, Brook Trout, 5
lbs. 4 oz.; Dale Perigo, Guil
ford, togue, 20 lbs.; Martin
Schmidt, Bangor, pickeral, 4
lbs. 2 oz.

This 10-pound-plus togue was taken at Green
Lake, EUsworth, last winter by Harold Johnson of
Surry [Bob Leeman Photo]
This fa ll’ s downeast hunter
may have fared slightly better
than the rest of the state, but
not by much. Late season deer
registration figures indicated a
fraction of an increase over the
last year in Hancock and sou ' ein Penobscot Counties. Wash
ington County, however, was
averaging below.
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There is no question that the
unusually warm and dry condi
tions that this fall’s hunters had
to contend with had much to do
with the final outcome. Just
how much will never be known.
During the first two weeks of
the season, hunters agreed it
was too warm for deer to be
moving. The final week was
another story. A plunging mer
cury stirred rutting activities
and gave a shot in the arm to

the tailing-off tagging stations.
Most were guessing it came too
late and wasn’t hardly enough
to strengthen-up the final tally.
Late estimations had that figure
to be sagging from last year’s
total by as much as 10%, or
more.
Perhaps the season’s most
unusual deer taken downeast
this fall was by Stanley Ivers of
Brewer. Stan shot a doe deer
off the Bucksport Road in Ells
worth that field dressed in at
167 pounds and had a rack of
antlers with six large points.
The rare animal was verified
by a local game biologist.
Brett Johnson of Ellsworth
brought down an albino buck
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deer during the late going while
hunting the apple orchards in
North Ellsworth. Brett is now
destined for seven consecutive
deerless seasons, as the saying
goes.
***
The number one topic of the
hot stove league these days
seems to be who will be our
next Commissioner of The Fish
and Wildlife Department.
My conversations with sports
men, Department personnel and
other outdoor writers, has come
up with some interesting possi
bilities.
The powers that be in Aroos
took county would like to see
Advisory Council Member, Glen
Manuel as the new head
honcho. Some say, Franklin’ s
Maynard Connors would have
been appointed to the post if
gubernatorial hopeful, Lin
Palmer had made it. In direct
line for the position is Deputy
Commissioner, William Bill
Peppard. But, who’s to say that
Marsh won’ t get re-appointed
(if he’ s willing) by his friend
and new Governor-Elect, Joe
Brennan.
It was really not surprising to
me when a unanimous choice
was polled by a group of sports
when University of Maine’ s
Wildlife Director, Malcolm
Coulter’s name was mentioned
for the position. Of course,
some tall talking would have to
be done to entice him into the
seat. But surely, a leave of
absence could be arranged.
Another hat in the ring would
have to include Maine Audubon
Director, Richard Anderson, al
though presently, I ’ d say his
chances are now pretty slim.
When all is said and done,
however, I look for our good
friend, amiable William Bill
Peppard to be appointed to the
position on Jan. 1, 1979.
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Editorials

Legislation for Maine’s Sportsmen
T h e re a re th re e p ie c e s o f p o s s ib le
le g is la tio n w h ic h th e c u r r e n t s e s s io n o f
th e M a in e L e g is la tu r e sh o u ld a p p r o v e in
th e b e s t in te r e s t o f M a in e ’ s S p o r ts m e n .
1.
M a n d a to r y h u n te r tr a in in g . It is c l e a r
th a t th e s p o r ts m e n o f M a in e b e lie v e tim e
is o v e r d u e f o r h u n te r tr a in in g to b e m a d e
m a n d a to r y b e fo r e a n y o n e b e g iv e n a
h u n tin g lic e n s e . T o d a y it is im p o r ta n t th a t
p r o s p e c t i v e h u n t e r s b e e d u c a t e d in n o t
o n ly s a f e t y , b u t fir s t a id , c o n s e r v a t io n
a n d w o o d s c r a f t ’. T h e h u n te r a ls o n e e d s to
b e fu lly in d o c t r in a te d in th e c o n c e p t s o f
g o o d s p o r ts m a n s h ip .

2. D e p u ty w a r d e n s . M o s t s p o r ts m e n in
th e sta te o f M a in e b e lie v e th a t th e r e is
to o m u c h p o a c h in g a n d o th e r v io la tio n s o f
fis h a n d g a m e la w s . T h e d e p u ty w a r d e n
s y s t e m h a s p r o v e n e f f e c t i v e in o t h e r
s ta te s a n d c a n b e a tr e m e n d o u s h e lp in
M a in e .
3. A l i m i t e d m o o s e h u n t in g s e a s o n .
T h e r e ca n b e n o d o u b t th a t M a in e ’ s
m o o s e h e r d is s u f f i c i e n t to s u s t a in a
l i m i t e d h a r v e s t . I t is a l s o o b v i o u s t h a t
s u c h h u n t in g w i l l h e lp t o c o n t r o l o v e r 
c r o w d i n g o f m o o s e in s o m e a r e a s . T h e

s p o r ts m e n o f th is s ta te c le a r ly w a n t s u ch
a season.
If th e s p o r ts m e n o f M a in e c a n g e t th e s e
th re e p ie c e s o f le g is la tio n e n a c t e d d u r in g
t h is s e s s i o n o f th e l e g i s l a t u r e , w e w i l l
h av e m a d e a g rea t deal o f p ro g re ss. W e
s u g g e s t th a t a ll s p o r t s m e n ’ s g r o u p s p a s s
r e s o lu tio n s s u p p o r tin g th e s e id e a s a n d
t h a t t h e y s e n d th e r e s o l u t i o n s t o l o c a l
le g is la t o r s .
W e a ls o u r g e s p o r ts m e n to w r ite , o r
e v e n b e tte r , c a ll, lo c a l le g is la t o r s to a s k
th e m to s u p p o r t s u ch le g is la tio n w h e n it
co m e s up. [H P V ]

W ho Will Head Fish and Wildlife?
G o v e r n o r J o s e p h B r e n n a n w ill b e
s e le c t in g a n e w m a n to s e r v e a s c o m m i s 
s io n e r o f In la n d F is h e r ie s a n d W ild life .
P r e s e n t C o m m is s io n e r M a y n a r d F . M a r s h
h a s i n d i c a t e d t h a t h e d o e s n o t p la n t o
s e e k r e a p p o in t m e n t , a lth o u g h h e w ill
c o n t i n u e t o s e r v e u n t il a s u c c e s s o r is
nam ed.
C o m m is s io n e r M a r s h h a s s e r v e d th e
o f f i c e w e l l . W h ile w e h a v e s o m e t i m e s
d i s a g r e e d w it h h is p o l i c i e s a n d o f t e n
w is h e d th a t h e w e r e m o r e o u ts p o k e n on
th e b r o a d e n v ir o n m e n ta l is s u e s a ff e c t in g
w ild life , h e h a s w o r k e d h a r d to b e a g o o d
c o m m is s io n e r an d w e h a v e n e v e r seen
h im a c t a s a n y th in g le s s th a n a g e n t le 
m a n . W e k n o w th a t h e is h ig h ly th o u g h t
o f b y d e p a r t m e n t p e r s o n n e l a n d th a t
s p e a k s w e ll f o r h im .
A s G o v e r n o r B re n n a n c o n s id e r s c a n 
d id a te s f o r th e C o m m is s io n e r ’ s p o s t, th e re
a r e s o m e th o u g h ts w e w o u ld lik e to o f fe r .

T h e h u n tin g a n d fis h in g p u b lic h a s lo n g
b e e n d is s a tis fie d w ith th e w a y th e F is h
a n d W ild life D e p a r tm e n t h a s p e r fo r m e d .
W e b e lie v e th e r e a s o n f o r th is is th a t f o r
a n u m b e r o f y e a r s n o w th e h e a d o f th e
d e p a r tm e n t h a s n ot b e e n a p e r s o n w h o is
g o o d a t c o m m u n ic a t in g w ith th e g e n e r a l
p u b lic . M a in e ’ s F is h a n d W ild life D e p a r t 
m e n t h a s b e e n d o in g a g r e a t d e a l o f
e x c e lle n t ^ w o r k in th e a r e a s o f r e s e a r c h
a n d l a n d a c q u i s i t i o n , b u t s o m e h o w th e
p u b lic n e v e r g e ts th e w o r d .
T h e F is h a n d W ild life D e p a r tm e n t is a
$7 m illio n a y e a r a g e n c y w ith h u n d r e d s o f
e m p lo y e e s . T h e m a n c h o s e n a s c o m m i s 
s io n e r w ill n e e d c o n s id e r a b le b u s in e s s
s k ills to o p e r a t e the a g e n c y in a n e ffic ie n t
m anner.
T h e s p o r t s m e n o f th e s ta t e o f M a in e
w o u ld lik e to b e a b le to lo o k to th e F is h
a n d W ild life C o m m is s io n e r a s a le a d e r on
is s u e s a ff e c t in g o u r w ild life r e s o u r c e s .

T h e n e x t c o m m is s io n e r s h o u ld b e a m a n
w h o c a n stu d y c o n t r o v e r s ia l is s u e s , c o n 
s id e r a ll th e f a c t s , a n d w h o w ill th en ta k e
a s t r o n g s ta n d b a s e d on w h a t is b e s t fo r
o u r w ild life . O n c e h e m a k e s up h is m in d
on a n is s u e , th en h e s h o u ld w o r k p u b lic ly
to p r o m o t e th a t v ie w .
W e w o u ld u r g e G o v e r n o r B r e n n a n ,
w h e n he d o e s se ttle u p o n a p r o s p e c t f o r
th e C o m m is s io n e r ’ s p o s t, to c h e c k w ith
th e v a r io u s o r g a n iz e d s p o r t s m e n ’ s g r o u p s
a ro u n d th e s ta te to g e t th e ir o p in io n o f th e
c a n d i d a t e . W h o e v e r th e c o m m i s s i o n e r
m a y b e , h e w ill b e m u c h m o r e e f fe c t iv e if
he h a s p o p u la r s u p p o r t a m o n g th e s t a t e ’ s
a c tiv is t s p o r ts m e n . M a in e ’ s s p o rts m e n
p a y th e b ill fo r w ild life m a n a g e m e n t a n d
h a v e sh o w n th e y a r e s in c e r e ly c o n c e r n e d
a b o u t t h e r e s o u r c e . T h e y d e s e r v e th e
o p p o r t u n i t y t o b e h e a r d a b o u t w h o th e
n e x t fis h a n d w ild life c o m m is s io n e r w ill
b e. [H P V ]

Anti-Hunters Have Arrived
A p a id p r o fe s s io n a l r e p r e s e n t a t iv e o f
th e D e fe n d e r s o f W ild life r e c e n t ly a tte n d 
ed a p u b lic m e e tin g on b la c k b e a r
m a n a g e m e n t h e ld a t O r o n o .
W h ile th a t m e e t in g tu rn e d o u t to b e a
p e a c e f u l g a t h e r i n g in w h i c h t h e f a c t s
c o n c e r n in g m a n a g e m e n t o f M a in e ’ s b e a r
p o p u la tio n w e r e c a lm ly d is c u s s e d , y o u
c a n b e a s s u r e d th a t fu tu r e g a th e r in g s w ill
n ot b e s o a m ia b le .
T h e D e fe n d e r s o f W ild life , th e F r ie n d s
o f A n im a ls a n d o r g a n iz a tio n s o f s im ila r
ilk h a v e th e a v o w e d p u r p o s e o f b r in g in g
s p o r t h u n tin g to a n e n d . T h e y m a y sit a n d
q u ie tly lis te n to ta lk a b o u t h o w w e c a n
c o n tin u e to m a in ta in a la r g e e n o u g h b e a r
p o p u l a t i o n s o it c a n b e h u n t e d , b u t th e
f a c t is th e y b e lie v e h u n tin g is a n im m o r a l
and cru e l a ct.
It is e a s y w h ile s ittin g on a b e e c h r id g e
d u r in g d e e r s e a s o n to te ll y o u r s e lf th a t
th is is M a in e a n d th a t w e d o n ’t h a v e to
w o r r y a b o u t th e a n ti-h u n te rs b e c a u s e th e y
a r e a ll d o w n in M a s s a c h u s e tts . B u t th a t is
w is h fu l th in k in g . It is o n ly a fe w h o u rs
d r iv e fr o m th e r e to h e r e a n d th e a n t i
h u n te rs h a v e m illio n s o f d o lla r s a t th e ir

d i s p o s a l t o s e n d in s q u a d s o f p e o p l e to
w o r k to e n d h u n tin g in M a in e .
T h e F r ie n d s o f A n im a ls a n d th e C o m 
m itte e f o r H u m a n e L e g is la tio n h a v e b e e n
b u s y w o r k in g in th e c o u r ts r e c e n t ly . T h e y
h a v e g o tte n a U .S . D is t r ic t J u d g e to s ig n
a n o r d e r r e q u i r i n g th e U .S . F i s h a n d
W ild life S e r v ic e to p r o v id e a lis t o f
w ild life p r o je c t s c u r r e n tly fin a n c e d b y
m o n e y f r o m th e f e d e r a l e x c i s e t a x o n
s p o r tin g a r m s , a m m u n itio n , a n d a r c h e r y
e q u ip m e n t. T h e tw o a n ti-h u n tin g g r o u p s
h a d b e e n o r ig in a lly a tt e m p t in g to k e e p
a n y fu r th e r fu n d s f r o m b e in g d is trib u te d
b y th e U .S . F is h a n d W ild life S e r v ic e to
th e v a r io u s sta te fis h a n d w ild life d e p a r t 
m e n ts .
I f th e s e a n ti-h u n tin g g r o u p s a r e s u c c e s s 
fu l it c a n h a v e a m a j o r a f f e c t o n th e
w ild life r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m s g o in g o n h e r e
in M a in e a n d in th e r e s t o f N e w E n g la n d .
W h y w o u ld th e a n ti-h u n te rs w a n t to sto p
w ild life r e s e a r c h p r o je c t s ? I t ’ s h a r d to
s a y , b u t th e y a r e c l e a r l y b e n t on d o in g
e v e r y t h i n g t h e y c a n t o d i s r u p t th e w a y
F is h
a n d W ild life
d e p a rtm e n ts
are
c u r r e n t ly o p e r a t e d .

T h a t in c lu d e s M a in e ’ s F is h a n d W ild life
D e p a r t m e n t . A n d it i n c l u d e s e n d i n g
h u n tin g in M a in e s o m e d a y in th e fu tu re .
T h e a n ti-h u n te rs a r e w e ll-o r g a n iz e d a n d
w e ll-fin a n c e d . T h e o n ly w a y to k e e p th e m
fr o m b e in g s u c c e s s fu l is fo r s p o r ts m e n to
b e ju s t a s w e ll o r g a n iz e d a n d fin a n c e d .
W e s tr o n g ly s u g g e s t e v e r y s p o r ts m a n in
th e sta te jo in h is lo c a l s p o r tin g c lu b as
w e l l a s th e S p o r t s m a n ’ s A l l i a n c e o f
M a in e . It is o n ly b y jo in in g t o g e t h e r a n d
b e i n g i n f o r m e d w e c a n s t o p th e a n t i 
h u n te rs . [H P V ]
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Mr. Jones and the SAM Challenge
R ic h a r d J o n e s , a r e t ir e d s ta te p o lic e
o f f i c e r f r o m F a r m in g d a le , h a s ju s t b e e n
n a m e d n e w e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f th e
S p o r ts m a n ’ s A llia n c e o f M a in e .
W h ile w e d o n ’ t k n o w a g r e a t d e a l a b o u t
M r . J o n e s , w e d o k n o w th a t th e S A M
e x e c u t iv e b o a r d s p e n t tw o m o n th s a n d
s c r e e n e d o v e r 40 c a n d id a te s b e fo r e s e t 
tlin g u p o n J o n e s , s o w e a r e a s s u r e d h e
m u s t b e w e ll-q u a lifie d f o r th e p o sitio n .

y e a r s S A M h a s g r o w n f r o m a n id e a to a n
o r g a n iz a tio n w ith m o r e th an 5,000 m e m 
b e r s . It h a s a ttr a c te d s o m e o f th e m o s t
k n o w le d g e a b le p e o p le in th e sta te to s e r v e
a s o f f i c e r s . It h a s p r o v e n th a t s p o r ts m e n
c a n sta n d to g e t h e r to w o r k on im p o r ta n t
is s u e s .

M r . J o n e s jo in s S A M a t a tim e w h en
th e re a r e a g r e a t m a n y is s u e s fa c in g the
s p o r t s m e n o f M a i n e a n d w e t r u s t h e is
r e a d y f o r th e h a r d w o r k a n d lo n g h ou rs
a h e a d o f h im .

S A M h a s a l s o p r o v e n t h a t it c a n
s u c c e e d in p r a c t i c a l w a y s . I t ’ s a n n u a l
a u c tio n s h a v e b e e n a g r e a t s u c c e s s , a s
h a v e o t h e r f u n d r a i s e r s . T h r o u g h th e
g e n e r o s i t y o f a m e m b e r , S A M is n o w
h o u s e d in h a n d s o m e o f f i c e s n e a r th e State
H o u se in A u g u sta . T h e s e a r e th e p r a c t i 
c a l , b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s k in d s o f t h i n g s
w h ic h k e e p a n o r g a n iz a tio n g o in g s tro n g .

H e c a n b e q u ite p r o u d to h a v e b e e n
s e le c t e d a s th e S A M s p o k e s m a n . In th re e

S o , w h i le M r . J o n e s f a c e s a t r e m e n 
d o u s ly d iffic u lt jo b w o r k in g to r e p r e s e n t

° ®o ° ®

B ear Hunting Review?
In regards to the article
“ Should Bear Trapping End in
Maine?” by Phil Foster: I think
the whole issue of bear hunting
should be reviewed. Is it really
sport to shoot a bear out of a
tree after it has been chased by
a half dozen dogs, or shot while
eating out of five gallon can of
grease or a stinking pile of
carrion?
Maybe I’m missing the whole
point of hunting. I’ve hunted in
many states since 1946, so while
I ’ m not an old-tim er, I didn’ t
just start yesterday either. I
suppose this will get a lot of
so-called bear hunters mad, but
I think the bear deserves better.
This is not my idea of sport.
And how about the slop left in
the woods, stinking up the
place?
I wonder if it wouldn’t be a
good idea to move the deer
hunting issue up to October
before the season. I like to read
about deer hunting before I go.
Not after I come back.
R.D. Holt
Tabernacle, N.J.
EDITORS NOTE: As a point
o f clarification, it is illegal to
use more than four dogs at a
time to hunt bear in Maine. By
way o f explanation, bear cannot
be hunted successfully to any
d eg ree without the use o f
eith er bait or dogs. The ani
mals simply wander too far for
usual techniques such as still
hunting or taking a stand to
work. Bear hunting is now
being intensively studied in the
state o f Maine, along with the

bear itself, by the Fish and
Wildlife Department. From be
ing a bountied animal a fe w
years ago to becoming the
basis f o r
thriving guiding
businesses, the bear has come

a long way in Maine. We are
sure that fu tu re changes will
be made to p ro tect M aine’s
bear population and allow con
tinued hunting. [ H PV]

groundw ork

has

T h e r e a r e tw o p r im a r y id e a s b e h in d th e
S A M o r g a n iz a tio n . T h e fir s t is s u m m e d up
on th e m o tto “ W e a r e th e c o n s e r v a t io n 
is t s .” S A M ’ s m o s t im p o r ta n t w o r k is to
h e lp m a i n t a i n o u r r e n e w a b l e w i l d l i f e
r e s o u r c e s . T h e s e c o n d is th a t s p o r ts m e n
c a n o n l y b e e f f e c t i v e in th e p o l i t i c a l
a r e n a s w h e r e d e c is io n s a r e m a d e if th e y
w o r k to g e th e r .
S A M h a s d o n e a s u p e r io r jo b w o r k in g
fo r th o s e id e a ls s o fa r a n d n o w M r . J o n e s
w ill h a v e an o p p o r tu n ity to h e lp k e e p th e
m o v e m e n t g r o w in g . W e w ish h im g r e a t
s u c c e s s in h is e ffo r t s . [H P V ]

LETTERS

m

To the Editor:

M a in e ’ s s p o r ts m e n , th e
b e e n w e ll-p r e p a r e d .

W ®®t

1

-

The Maine Sportsman invites readers to comment
on all issues of interest. All letters must he signed.
We unU publish as many letters as space permits.
L e tte r s should be no more than 200 words. We
reserve the right to delete portions in the interest
of space. Send all letters to: The Maine Sportsman,
Box 865, Augusta, Maine 04380.

Reminders Needed
To the Editor:

D eer R ack Question
To the Editor:
I subscribe to your publica
tion. Thank you for all the
hunting and fishing tips. I own
a camp on Lake Sapnac in
Burlington and spend three of
my four annual vacation weeks
in northern Maine. I also own
acreage in M acwahoc on Molunkus Stream and plan to set
up a line camp soon to hunt
that extra week of deer season
in Aroostook County. So, you
see I am interested and have
invested in your good state of
Maine.

located in Venus, some 74 feet
high!
The most
difficult
problem is hunting with my
head down as there are a few
poisonous snakes. I use a side
arm, a .38 Colt snub nose with
snake shot to ward off the evil
spirits.
R.R. “ Gus Roguski
Miramar, Florida

E D IT O R ’S NOTE: Folks in
the West use something called
“w estern cou n t” to figu re
racks. They count only the
points on the side of the rack
which has the most points. The
practice is slowly dying out in
fa v o r o f the eastern count in
which all points over 1-inch are
counted. [HPV]

Many thanks for putting out a
fine paper. Your editorials are
just great and I, for one, appre
ciate your enlightened view of
game management and good
sportsmanship. Unfortunately,
most of us hunters and fisher
men could improve our field
manners and general level of
sportsmanship. Your reminders
of our failings are good for all
of us. Keep it up.
Norman R. Heald,
Chester, Vermont

He Shot Her Cat
To the Editor:

Now, my question. While
hunting in Gypsum, Colorado,
last week I shot a large buck
mule deer near 300 pounds. This
old buck had no upper teeth.
There were 13 points, but these
Colorado boys called it a six
pointer of trophy size. I was
told by my Maine hunting
buddies that a point was good if
you could hang your hat on it.
Now, please explain.

Now that he has made his
kill, perhaps your pet will be
safe a few more days. Thank
God he can distinguish an
animal from a small child, or
can he?

I am a Florida resident and
hunt deer, boar, turkey and
dove. Here we hunt in swamps
in the lower third of the state,
and the hills. My line camp is

Is failing to shoot a deer so
frustrating that he had to shoot
someone’s beloved pet. It’s sad
to think that this type of hunter
will not even read this letter, or
think about what he has done.

He shot my cat! That fearless
mighty hunter, while stalking
bigger game, mistook a small,
dom esticated animal for his
wild deer.

By the way, my ca t’ s name
was Plato.
Mrs. Sally Russell
RFD 1
New Gloucester
E D IT O R ’S
NO TE:
Our
sym pathies to Mrs. Russell.
Some people su ggest cats
should be kept under control all
the time as dogs are required
to be under Maine law. They
claim there is no greater pred
ator of song and game birds, as
well as small animals than the
dom esticated cats. Cats also
seem to get run over frequent
ly or get otherwise killed when
they are allowed to run free.

K en Allen, o f this publica
tion ’s writing staff, has su g
gested that everyone bell their
cat so the creatures won’t be
able to sneak up on birds, par
ticularly nesting grouse and
woodcock. He has noticed that
grouse and woodcock seem
scarce in covers near houses
and he blames the predation of
cats.
It is illegal to shoot anyone’s
cat and a despicable act. Pets
are a part o f the fam ily and
anyone who would use one for
target practice is heartless.
[HPV]
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Cold Time of the Varying Hare
Now com es the time when
days are gray and brief. When
the piper calls for payment of
excesses committed during the
long holidays. When the dead of
winter howls around the win
dows.
Although I live in the capital
city of Maine, quite near the
central business core with its
banks, stores, and multitude of
state offices, there is a wild,
quicksilver creature living in a
patch of tangled woods not
more than 200 yards from my
home. It is the varying hare, or
snowshoe rabbit, a sprite whose
abundance is revealed by multi
tudes of fresh tracks put down
following each fresh snow, but
which otherwise remains unseen
by all but predators of the night
sky and black growth thickets,
even here in suburbia.
Now com e the nights dom
inated by the hare, so capable
of feeding, mating and frolick
ing in the frozen moonlight
while lesser creatures hide deep
in their dens. While you and I
hunch our shoulders against the
wind and hope for an early
spring, the hare’s mind is free
of worry. Creatures designed
prim arily as dinner for other,
stronger creatures are simpleminded. And even if a hare
were given to reflection, he is
designed for winter while the
rest of us simply have to endure
it.

scent becomes too thin to follow
well and she will have to race
through the woods on our Satur
day morning hunts. She will
jump hare after hare, but she
will lose each one, if not on the
first check, then on the second
or third.

tion is riveted on their hounds.
They think only of the chase
and what the dog is doing. The
hare is just so much pot meat.
There is much which could be
admired. The hare is a sur
vivor, witness those living in
back of my home which man
age to evade neighborhood cats,
free-roaming dogs, small boys
with B-B guns, young hot-bloods
racing snowmobiles, trucks and
cars, plus the natural dangers
of being a rabbit. With little
brains, the hare is a hider and
a runner.
For six months of the year
the hare can be hunted, by far
the longest season on any Maine
game animal. Yet, it abounds in
virtually every suitable cover in
the state, its numbers apparent
ly held in check only by some
kind of mysterious periodic die
off. The state imposes a four
hare per day bag limit, but that
clearly is just an arbitrary
number which has nothing to do
with managing the hare since it
is doubtful there is anyone in
the state who could say just
how many there are or what

But the hare doesn’t care
how cold it gets. Its winter coat
is a match for any temperature
and it lives where the wind
cannot blow. It doesn’ t care
how deep the snow gets either.
It can bound on top of the
slightest crust. If a hare could
think, it would welcom e the
worst weather, knowing it will
slow down the killers and put
him closer to branches not yet
browsed upon.
Other than small children still
in love with bunnies, the hare
has no admirers. It is not big,
beautiful and intelligent like the
deer. It does not crash away
with the explosive wildness of
the grouse. It does not have the
exquisite grace of a black duck
gliding toward decoys. Even
men who hunt hares do not get
excited about them. Their atten

Pine Tree Rambler

By Harry Vanderweide, Editor
percentage of that unknown
number is annually harvested in
any case.
The only real threat to the
hare is elimination of its home,
either by letting the woods grow
too old or by building more
homes, factories, shopping cen
ters and other forms of human
progress upon it. That, of
O A A I

course, is what is happening a
little at a time all over the
state, as humankind continues
to increase and squeeze wildlife
into ever-smaller pockets.
But no real building goes on
in January. It is too cold for
men to work outdoors and the
woods are left quiet for the
hares to play.
C .A .P .H B

N o one beats the prices at

Consumer
Auto Parts

The north side of my property
abuts a playground which in
turn touches the woods on its
east side. The woods is a series
of rough ravines which have so
far defied the development of
rapidly-growing Augusta. Each
night, quite late, I walk Penny,
the beagle, through the play
ground.

*

P

5
p

>

For a beagle, Penny is a most
contrary animal. Instead of be
ing short and broad, she is tall
and lean. Instead of being wag
tailed, she is aloof. She dislikes
children and cares little for
adults. She has a one-track
mind set on chasing hares.

P

Penny knows hares live in the
woods behind our house. That’s
why she takes her nightly walks
on a long rope. As we near the
side of the park against the
trees, she will strain against the
rope. If she were free, she
would be gone, to return some
time the next day, sore-footed,
hungry and content.
I som etim es think the hares
in the woods behind my house
know about Penny. Occasional
ly they will hop up the hill to
the flat playground and leave
tracks she is sure to find. It’s
almost as if they were leaving
her an invitation to com e and
take a long run among the old
pines and hardwoods. Why else
would a hare expose itself to
the open? There is no food for
them in the playground and
only streets and homes on the
other side.
Penny does not like the cold.
She shivers m iserably in her
kennel. Maybe she is thinking
that when she gets old the
places where her pelvis broke
when she got hit by a car will
ache during the cold months.
When it is really cold, rabbit

I

Headquarters
for
Automotive
Do-It-Yourselfers

!

*

Wholesale Prices
Qualified Countermen

HE

Fast Flush
Sealer
A n ti - Rust

Rebuilt

7 9<
58<
58C

12 oz. - EASY TO USE

STARTERS * ALTERNATORS-GENERATORS

THIS BATTERY HAS GUTS

QUALITY PRODUCTS • LOW PRICES
V W and other foreign units available

l

IGNITION - LIST LESS 40 - 45%
A N T I-F R E E Z E TESTER

fl(

O n ly

59<

CONSUMER
□

L?

□

□

AUTO PARTS
C .A .P .I

3 GRADES START AT ONLY «3I95

CAUUSFOREXACTPRICESFORYOURCAR
SNOW
M
OBILE8ATTERY- CM
^»?49S
VOLKSW
AGENl?VBATTERY-0nj>^39.50

DELCO THERMOSTATS
THE COMPLETE LINE
LIST PRICE LESS 50%

BIDDEFORD PORTLAND SO PORTLAND
BRUNSWICK AUGUSTA BREWER
WATERVILLE PRESQUE ISLE
IN LEWISTON: R.I. MITCHELL, INC
IN N .H C H A M P AUTO PARTS

C .A .P .I ^ H H i

C .A .P .I

I

on Special Orders
Free Maintenance Brochures

D EP A R TM EN TS
Snowmobile
Literature
High Performance
Body & Touch Up
Accessories
*
TOOL REN TALS
*
M A C H IN E SHOP
SE R V IC ES
Available Thru
Warehouse

STORE HOURS
MON. - FRI. 8 to 8
SAT. 8 to 5
SUN. 8 to 1

C .A .P .

Next Day Delivery
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How To Find Ice Fishing Hot Spots
Finding that nice “ off the
beaten path” lake or pond in
Central Maine is not easy. Most
of the large lakes open to ice
fishing are both well-known and
well-fished, but if the angler
really tries, the following meth
od may lead him to a dandy
new hot spot.
To begin with, a few items
are necessary. First, a set of
topographical maps of the area.
These can be purchased from
almost all of our local sporting
goods stores. Secondly, pick up
a transportation road map of
Maine which is easily obtained
at most serice stations. Thirdly,
get a Fish and Game Depart
ment fish stocking list which
can be purchased in Augusta, at
the Inland Fisheries and Game
Department, or clipped out of
the spring issues of The Maine
Sportsman Magazine in which it
appears annually. Another item
which is needed is the Maine
Lakes Publication. This pamph
let is also obtainable at the Fish
and Game Department in
Augusta and is an index of lake
surveys for the entire state.
Armed with these four items,
plus a current law booklet,
paper and a few colored writing
impliments you are ready to
begin.
Spread out the topographical
maps and locate where you live.
Then determine the lakes and
ponds which are within a rea
sonable distance from home and
which you may be interested in
trying. Include even the small
est pond. Make a list of these
lakes. Using this list, check
your law booklet to see which
are available for the fishing you
wish to do. Go back to the
topographical maps and circle
the open lakes with a marker.
Using the transportation map,
you can determine fairly a c
curately whether you can drive
to each lake on paved roads or
if you must go in by snow
machine. Now, make a new list
of these remaining lakes label
ing one list “ easy access” and
the other “ harder access.” Ac
cess and fishing pressure go
hand in hand, and as most
things go, the harder the work
the better the rewards—usually.
Here is where the stocking
reports from previous years
help. Stocking does not vary a
great deal from year to year in
most instances, so a current list
is helpful, but occasionally a
sleeper or unusual stocking oc
curs because of an over abun
dance of fish at a hatchery.
Two or three years later, a
hotspot occurs. Going back to
your topographical maps, use a
code of red for salmon, blue for
brookies, etc. Put a dot or dots
in or near the lakes you circled
to indicate which species of fish
is stocked. Lightly in pencil
after each dot, put the number
of fish stocked. By looking only
at your topo map you should be
able to 1determine which lakes
are open and available and 2)
which species of fish are stock
ed.
Now—all this talk about
stocking, what about natural

reproduction of fish? Here is
where the Maine Lakes Publica
tion com es into play. Order
from this index the survey of
any lake you are interested in
trying. The survey will reveal
all fish species present in the
pond (m ost of the tim e !), the
suggested management of the
lake, the water condition, and
other physical characteristics
as well as a map of the entire
lake including various depths
and deep holes.
If you can find any species
present in which a stocking
report does not coincide, you
can place this color dot on your
topo map with a question mark
or simply no stocking number
after it. I prefer a question
mark as that tells me I haven’t
forgotten to write any stocked
number down. Next, study the
lake survey index and map. A
lot can be learned from this.
Are there any connecting lakes
in which fish can enter or leave
this water? If so what species?
Where are the deep holes? The
bars? Where do streams enter?
All these will help you deter
mine where to fish on the lake.
Looking at the lay of land
according to the topo map and
depths on the lake map give an
accurate picture of the steeper
drop offs. All are potentially
good spots to fish.

After studying these prospec
tive lakes you are ready to try
your luck. A short call to the
local warden could shed addi
tional light on your plans, but
most wardens stay on the
“ beaten path” because that’ s
where most of the fishermen
are. He may tell you the best
salmon he has checked have
com e from Old Faithful Lake
simply because that’s where he
has checked most often, but a
final call or chat with him in
person could help.
Careful records of the dates,
barom etric pressure, hours
fished, weather conditions and
fish caught should be kept on
your lake list. All lakes will not
be productive, and after an
attempt or two at different
locations you may never return,
but with the careful planning
and effort mentioned above, and
a little luck, some small colored
“ stars” will be placed on your
topo map next to certain color
ed dots and these my friend will
have special meaning to you.
Then, when people say they
love to fish but don’ t know
where to go and continually
make excuses about the state’s
poor fishing and stocking pro
grams you can nod your head in
agreement, think of those hard
earned “ stars” on your topo
map, and chuckle inside.

Central Area
Dick Drysdale
Rte. 2, Box 99A
Horn Hill Rd., Fairfield
The Clinton Rod and Gun
Club has officially changed its
name to the Central Maine Rod
and Gun Club. They are having
a membership drive. President
Floyd Harkins informed me re
cently that the club has just
com pleted an indoor bow and
arrow range and is currently
working on its new clubhouse.
An ice fishing derby is set for
January 28th although further
information was not available
at this time. Interested parties
should call Floyd at 426-8052 or
attend a meeting at 7:30 on
either the 1st or 3rd Tuesday of
each month at the town hall in
Clinton.
A Central Maine Family Ice
Fishing Derby is scheduled for
Sunday February 4th. This will
be the largest derby in Central
Maine with the possible excep
tion of the annual China Fire
Department Derby. The door

prize will be a $200 gift certifi
cate to Charley’s Log Cabin in
Oakland and the prize for the
largest fish of the day will be a
power ice auger. There will be
prizes for the various species of
fish for both adults and chil
dren. All prizes will be sports
oriented. The weigh-in will be
1-5 at Charley’s in Oakland.
Sponsor of the event will be
“ Friends,” a women’s volunteer
organization which supports the
Waterville Home for Little Wan
derers on Gilman Street in
Waterville. All proceeds from
this event will be for the benefit
of the home. Sports-oriented
gifts for use as prizes are being
accepted by the women running
this event. Tickets can be pur
chased from most area baitstores. For further information
contact Penny Rafuse at
465-2451. Let’ s all help in this
worthy cause.

Skeet Shooters H onor M cW illiam s
By Margie M. Varney
Secretary-Treasurer
Me. State
Sheet Shooting Assoc.
The Maine State Skeet Shoot
ing Association has recently
voted to nominate Richard Mc
Williams of 33 D elcliff Lane,
Lewiston to the Sportsman’s
Hall of Fame. Mr. McWilliams
is a veteran Skeet shooter who
has proved his ability over a
number of years.
M ac’ s Dad started him par
tridge hunting at the age of
twelve. Giving him a good basic
training for flying targets.
McWilliams made his first
attempt at Skeet shooting in the
1920’s when in his first round he
broke 22 out of 25 with a 20
gauge full choke gun with black
powder ammo. An impressive
score at tKht time to his fellow
shooters. He competed with this
gun in spite of its handicap and
won many titles against 12
gauge guns until the late 40’s.
At Oxford, in 1936, Mac won
his first All Gauge Champion
ship. Over his shooting career
he has won well over 400 tro
phies.
Mac is well known for his
many wins over Sergeant Rob
ert Reay a world champion and
national competitor.
The story goes that Sgt. Reay,
after losing many shoot-offs to
Mac, warned a fellow Air Force
shooter who was coming to

The Auburn Skeet Club has
recently awarded Mac a life
membership for his contribution
to their Club. He was a member
of the Auburn #1 five-man team
for many years, one of the top
winning teams in the state.
In the eight-year span from
1950 to 1958 McWilliams won 24
state and Northern New En
gland Championship titles.
The two-man team unmatched
record score for the state of
Maine is held by Mac and his
2-man team partner Howard
Dyer, a perfect score of 200 out
of 200 shot in 1953.

Richard McWilliams as he
competed in the 1951 Northern
New England All-Gauge
Championship.
Maine to compete that he could
shoot his 100 straight, but there
was an old skeet shooter up
there who would tie his score
then beat him in the shoot off.
Capt. Charles Kneeland, un
daunted, came to Maine and
shot his 100 straight. Mac man
aged to do the same and true to
Sgt. Reay’s prediction, McWil
liams won the shoot off.

At the age of 71 Mac is still
seen regularly at the Auburn
club shooting practice and at
the Richmond field day this
year he broke 48 out of 50 going
straight his last round. It would
seem he is still a very capable
competitor.
In my research for this ar
ticle I spoke to many shooters
old and new alike. All seemed
to be in agreement that not only
was Richard McWilliams to be
admired for his shooting
achievements, but also for his
good sportsmanship which has
earned him the love and respect
of his fellow competitors.

Fly In Wilderness Canoe — Backpacking and Fishing Trips
Canoeing W eekender from $58.00 (per person). Do it you rself trip s
or fu lly o u tfitte d . We have a package to su it all. W rite now fo r info.
A llo w 30 days fo r reply.
Moosehead Flying Service, Inc.
Box320F
Greenville Jet., Me. 04442
Fly Safely with Maine’s Only Lady Bush Pilot.
______
Allagash — St. John River and More

★

(GUNS) ★
Large selection of
new and used.

Mike Meagher
Old Brunswick Road
Richmond

Look for sign
on Route 201
737-2637

flr
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Herb Sanborn’s Trolling Streamer
One spring afternoon in the
1930’ s, two Waterville fishing
companions — Gannett sportswriter Gene Letourneau and Dr.
J. Herbert Sanborn—set out on
the waters of nearby Messalonskee Lake for a few hours’
trolling and relaxation. Dr. San
born, an ardent and creative
fly tyer, had a new invention to
try out. The black, green and

white streamer that he’ d tied
the night before looked very
much like a smelt to him and
he insisted that Gene be the
first to give it a try.
In the years prior to the
appearance of the outboard
motor, trolling was not especial
ly common in Maine, due main
ly to the fact that rowing a boat

all day long was a lot of hard
work. To be sure, there were
guides available at such famous
lakes as Moosehead, Sebago,
and Rangeley who would row
sportsmen around while they
trailed sewed smelt for salmon
and trout. However, the sub
stantial fee charged for such
services was more than the
average Maine angler could af-

MAINE
FLIES
By
Peter G. Walker
ford. Consequently, trolling was
a sport for the physically fit
and persistent or the affluent.

first of what would soon become
hundreds of Waterville fisher
men to own outboards. Thus
equipped, and with the Belgrade
Lakes in their back yard, the
three were in the perfect situa
tion to pioneer the art of
streamer trolling.

Among those com paratively
rare souls who enjoyed the intracacies of the art of trolling in
the pre-outboard motor days
was Mr. J.A. Letourneau. Le
tourneau spent many happy
Gene recounts that the first
hours plying the waters of Mesmotors that they used did not
salonskee with his sons Gene
run well at low speed. In order
and Emile. Central Maine’s Bel
to keep one from stalling, it was
grade Lakes—of which Mesoften necessary to keep one
salonskee is the lowermost and
hand on the throttle and speed
the closest to Waterville—were
the outboard up whenever it
known in those years for trophy
began to sputter. Therefore, a
brook trout as well as the
substantial part of the day was
landlocked salmon for which
spent clipping along at speeds
they are still famous. Gene has
thought to be in excess of the
written fondly of those idyllic
optimum. However, they soon
boyhood experiences when he
noticed that more strikes occur
caught an occasional huge
red at faster speeds than while
brookie under his father’s tute
going slow. As a result, they
lage.
made fast trolling speeds of 4-6
miles per hour their standard
Outboard motors were an im
technique.
mediate success in Waterville
as well as the rest of Maine.
In addition, they found that
They were inexpensive enough
salmon
seemed to be attracted
that the average fisherman
to
the
bubbles
from the out
could afford one. In addition,
board. A fly trolled on a short
they offered mobility and oppor
line directly in the wake was
tunities not previously known.
The Letourneau brothers and
Continued on next page
Dr. Sanborn were among thewmmmammmmmm

Sportsurriter Gene Letourneau of Waterville with
the last of Dr. Sanborn’s 9-3 streamer flies. [Maine
Fish and Wildlife Photo by Tom Carbone]

v. fc

OUTDO O R CATALOG
%

H A R TEC H

W iscissel> Maine 04578

Tip-Ups — Minnow Buckets
Ice Line - CHISELS - LURES
Ice Creepers — Jigging Rods

MORA* ICE DRILL

SNABB ICE AUGER

Fin -B o re II
The Finish Ice Bore

Send for free outdoor catalog listing quality
supplies for hunters, campers, trappers,
fishermen, houndsmen and snowmobilers.
Send to:

STORE
HOURS

Mon — Sat
9 a.m . — 9 p.m.

SUNDAYS
11 a.m . — 6 p.m.

CRONK’S OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
DEPT. 529
WISCASSET, MAINE 04578
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H erb Sanborn’s Trolling Stream er
Continued from preceding page
found to produce more fish than
those trolled from the side.
With this experience and the
new streamer fly, Dr. Sanborn
and Gene Letourneau began to
troll on that fateful afternoon 40
years ago. They did not get
very far before Gene got a
tremendous hit on the new fly.
A long and exciting tussle en
sued before the landing net
brought a magnificent 4%
pound brook trout into the boat.
All in all a rather awesome
christening for a new streamer
pattern!
Unfortunately for Gene, he
had to go back to work that
afternoon. Herb Sanborn took
him back to shore. Gene’s place
was taken by another member
of the Waterville trolling frater
nity—Lem Leighton. In the
meantime, Sanborn had re
moved the fly from Gene’s line
and attached it to his own. Thus
rigged, he and Mr. Leighton
started back up the lake to see
what fate lay in store for the
remainder of the day.
Once again the new “ wonder
fly” produced a terrific strike.
This time, however, the fish
broke water. It was a salmon,
and a monster at that! Again
and again the fish leaped and
ran out the line. It was well
after sundown when the brute
finally succumbed to the net.
Back at the dock the great
salmon measured 34 inches
long! Although somewhat thin,
the “ ra ce r” still weighed a
respectable 9 pounds 3 ounces.
Leighton suggested that 9” -3”
would be an appropriate name
for the new streamer. So it was
that the greatest trolling
streamer in Maine history came
into being.
The 9-3 as seen on store
shelves differs considerably in

WANTED TO BUY
Logs, Stumpage,
Woodlots.

• Fair prices
• Prompt payment
• Reliable operators

structure from Dr. Sanborn’ s
original pattern. The correct
pattern calls for two saddleback
hackles tied in the normal ori
entation over three saddle hack
les tied flatwise on a plane at
right angles to the upper two.
This effectively gives the
stream er full profile when
viewed from above or below as
well as from the sides. In spite
of the cleverness of this innova
tion, most commercial fly tyers
are reluctant to copy Sanborn’s
style—perhaps because it can
not be attractively packaged in
cellophane envelopes.

Herb Sanborn tied one other
streamer tie of note. The color
ful Queen Bee is a perennial
favorite among Maine sports
men. Dr. Sanborn found it es
pecially effective for trout. He
personally caught a 7 pound
brookie with this fly.
Dr. Sanborn passed away
several years ago. Shortly be
fore his death, he sent Gene
Letourneau two 9-3 streamers
along with a letter expressing
his plans to keep on fishing.
Although Herb Sanborn himself
is no longer a part of the Maine
scene, his 9-3 remains an impor

BY ABRAHAM PARKER
Last year when my fivepound, nine-ounce brown trout
won first prize in the Lion’ s
Club fishing contest for Jan
uary, someone asked me how I
caught them.
Patience and perseverance that’ s what it takes to catch
brown trout. I think they are
one of the prettiest fish in our
lakes and one of the most
elusive.
Preparation is half the battle.
I always start a couple of weeks
ahead, getting my gear ready
for action. Check all reels and
lines and make sure hooks are
okay. Buy fishing license and
locate a good supply of live
bait.
Last year I had to build a
new fish camp. The one I had
was too big and heavy, too
much of a problem to move on
the pond and off before the ice
thaws.
I used 2” x 2” timbers and
hardboard sides, painted with
aluminum paint and used two
sheets of fiberglass roofing for
the roof (left over from green
house). The camp is 4’x 8’ with
a bench built along one side,
room for 4 people to sit. I
installed a small, airtight stove

(sheet steel) in the further cor
ner. I prefer to burn wood —
More work but safer around the
boys and when we leave at
sunset the heat dries out our
wet lines overnight.
I fill a feed sack with blocks
of wood. This lasts all day and
keeps our pot of hot tea ready
at all times. Sure hits the spot
when you com e in out of the
cold wind from setting or check
ing fishing reels. I fry fish,
hamburg or hotdogs on the
stove and toast bread or rolls
right on the stove cover.
My sons are so crazy to go
fishing they are up before sun
rise. I have a plastic sled to
haul wood and supplies into the
camp before the ice is safe to
drive the truck on, and load the
snowmobile in back of the truck
too. I use the snowmobile to
haul my camp around on the
pond and also to check my reels
if I have them quite aways
apart. I always carry my bino
culars as sometimes blowing
snow makes it hard to see the
flags.
I now have a gasoline power
ed ice auger. I have cut the
holes with a homemade ice
chisel or a hand auger, but
when the ice gets two feet thick,
it isn’t easy.

for
Farm, Lawn, & Garden
Equipment
and Snowmobiles

Your really have to know
your lake. You can ruin your
auger on hidden rocks or a sand
bar if you don’t know the area,
area.
I drill five holes per licensed
fisherman and space them over
as wide an area as I can watch
and take care of. Most of the
time I walk to the set, but if I
get tired I use the snowmobile.
Sometimes the wind blows a
flag up, or a school of small
perch will nibble at the bait and
spoil it. If it is really cold the
water around your reel will
freeze, so it is necessary to
check your sets regularly and
often.
I use a sounder to determine
the depth of the water under the
hole and then let out enough
line so my bait is at the desired
height from the bottom. Tie a
two inch piece of red (or other
bright color) yam to your line
-to mark water depth so you
won’t have to use the sounder
everytime you reset your reel.
To do this, make a slip noose in
your fish line, then make a
noose of your yarn. Push the
yarn noose through slip noose
in the line, leaving both ends of
yarn free to pull out of noose
When you move to new location.
At same time pull the slip noose
out of fish line.

can run out more if he wants to.
If the fish starts to run out,
grasp the line and with a quick
jerk try to set hook in fish. DO
NOT try to pull him right in,
but keep tension on line while
he tires himself out. When he
swims toward hole, pull on line,
but when he swims away let
him have more line. After a
while he will appear under hole.
If he is a big fish be ready to
grab him under his fins when
you pull him from hole, or have
a companion ready to do it for
you.
I have fished all day and
never had a strike, gone back
the next day and caught my
limit in same location. Check
your law book for species, size
and number of pounds of each
fish you can legally catch. If
you catch a fish that is too
small to keep, do not rem ove
the hook, but cut the line off a
few inches from his mouth. The
hook will be absorbed and fish
won’t be damaged — and may
be next year he’ll be there and
big enough for you to catch and
keep!
How long and how good our
fishing will last depends on us
— the fishermon —. Let’s save
some for next year, and some
for our children; and m ean
while, have good luck and good
fun.

CREMATION
Do You Know Its Advantages...Gracelawns Plan Provides

• National Coverage
• Less Costly
• Utilizing Own Cemetery Lot or Gracelawn Urn
Garden or above ground facilities
• Avoid inflation, Use Gracelawn’s Fixed Cost
Plan

LK)
JOHN DEERE

207-892-6894

Thread: black
Hooks: 2 #4 wet fly tied in
tandem
Body: flat, silver tinsel
Throat: a small bunch of red
hackle fibers
Wing: a small bunch of yellow
bucktail over which is tied a
small bunch of white bucktail
over which are tied four
brown saddle hackles
Shoulder: jungle cock eyes (no
longer available)

When flag goes up, first check
to see if line is moving. If it is
apparent that a fish has taken
your bait lay reel down on ice
and take off enough line so fish

HEADQUARTERS

Foster’s Corner,
Windham, Me. 04082

Thread: black
Hooks: 2 #4 wet fly tied in
tandem.
Body: flat, silver tinsel
Wing: a small bunch of white
bucktail over which are tied
three, medium green saddle
hackles flatwise over which
are tied two black saddle
hackles in the traditional
manner (a common variation
is the substitution of olive
saddle hackles for medium

I use lively 2” to 3” red fin
shiners for bait if I can get
them, hooked from back fin
towards his head.

Church Road
Brunswick, Me. 04011
[207] 729-3901

Hall Implement Co.

green)
Shoulder: jungle cock eyes (no
longer available)
Queen Bee

How a Brown Trout Specialist Ice Fishes

MARRINER
LUMBER CO.

SALES & SERVICE

tant part of an angling style
nearly unique to Maine—
streamer trolling.

The Pickup Protector is a pat
ented, one-piece liner that
gives your pickup truck bed
100% protection. After it's
installed, which takes only

minutes, you can use your
pickup for all those tough
chores you bought it for;
with
no wear and tear,
scratches, dents or rust.

PA C K A R D ’S TU FF KOTE DINO L
PICK UP TRUCK EQUIPMENT of MAINE
346 MINOT AVENUE — AUBURN, MAINE 04210
__________ DIAL 207-784-5611

r --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- !

j GRACELAWN MEMORIAL PARK
■ {Auburn, Maine 04210
I For Further Information W ithout Obligation send Coupon

3
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Fryeburg Club Surveying Hunters
First, let me apologize for
not having a column in the
Decem ber issue. My work
schedule has been such that I
am away from home a good
part of the time and I just could
not get the time to gather
information and get it together
by the deadline.

cam e through late, after the
deer season opened, and were
not observed by bird hunters.
As predicted by this writer,
the deer hunting season was
way down. Warm weather, lack
of hunters, and a lack of deer
combined to make a very poor
harvest. The tagging stations
checked in this area ran
approx. 50% less than the
registered kill for 1977.

With the start of this new
year it might be good to look
back over 1978 and report on
what has taken place the past
12 months.
Ice fishing last winter was
relatively poor for most species
of game fish. The anticipated
heavy catch of togue and
salmon which was supposed to
come with the January opening
did not m aterialize. Once the
open water fishing started
good catches of salmon, togue,
brook trout and bass becam e
quite com m on. This good
fishing continued right through
to the end of the fishing season.

There were some lucky
hunters who scored with nice
trophy bucks. Edwin Merrill
and his son Mark shot two fine
bucks in the Brownfield area.
Edwin shot his first and it
weighed 205 pounds. Twenty
minutes later not to be outdone,
Mark shot one in the same area
weighing 238 pounds. Norman
Day also of Brownfield shot a
buck weighing 232 pouns. I can’t
rem em ber three such deer
coming out of this area in one
year.

Winter hunting conditions for
the most part were satisfactory,
but the bobcat hunters in this
area had a very poor season.
The hare population was good
and those who hunted reported
good success.
The Fall hunting season
opened October 2. Duck hunters
fared pretty well. The low
water in most rivers streams
and potholes forced the ducks to
concentrate in certain areas,
providing good shooting for
sportsmen lucky enough to find
them. Grouse and woodcock
were down in this area. I do
feel that a lot of w oodcock

Many hunters reported seeing
bear this year. But the only one
to score was Gordon Leach of
Fryeburg. On Monday Novem
ber 6, Gordon and this sizable
bruin came face to face at a
distance of 30 yards. After five
rapid rounds from his .308 cali
ber Remington autoloader the
bear cam e out on the short
end of the encounter. The bear
tipped the scale at 225 pounds.
Fish and Game Club News:
The November meeting of the
Fryeburg Fish and Game
Association featured as speaker
Mr. Richard Arsenault of the
newly-formed Maine Antler

and Skull Trophy Club. He gave
a very enlightening talk on the
club and the procedures used to
measure deer antlers and bear
skulls. An added feature was
the raffle drawing. First prize
was a .308 caliber Remington
autoloading carbine. Second
prize was a large Coleman
cooler. Winner of the carbine
was Mr. Alfred Silva Jr. of 330
King Road, Riverton, R.I. The
winner of the cooler was Robert
Stewart, P.O. Box 193, Farm 
ington, New Hampshire.
For the Decem ber meeting
the guest speaker for the
evening was Stuart DeRoche,
regional fisheries biologist from
the Department of Inland
Fisheries and W ildlife. Mr.
DeRoche presented a fine slide
selection and answered ques
tions from
the
members
present. In the absence of Pres
ident David Haley the business
meeting was handled by Harold
Sanborn.
Harold also presented the
trophies to the winners of the
club deer pool. Winner for the
largest buck was Donald Kiesman of Fryeburg. His buck
weighed 182 pounds. The largest
doe was a New Hampshire deer
shot by Charles Frasier of
Madison, New Hampshire. His
doe weighed 125 pounds.
In the November issue I
reported that this Fryeburg
Fish and Game Association will
be holding a panel discussion
similar to those held by other
clubs in Southern Maine.
Warden Charlie Cochran is

Western
Regional
Bob Sanderson
Box 89, Fryeburg 04037
working hard to come up with a
good panel for this meeting. It
is scheduled for January 22 at
the New Church on Oxford
Street
in Fryeburg.
The
meeting time is 7 p.m. A deli
cious home-cooked dinner will
be served, followed by the panel
discussion. I would like to
extend an invitation to all
sportsmen to come and air your
views to the members of the
panel.
This feed back from sports
men is a good way to let our
governing bodies know what we
want. All I ask is you drop me
a note or call and let me know
how many will be in your party

so I can give a head count to
the ladies cooking the meal.
The deadline for the count is
January 18. My address is P.O.
Box 89, Fryeburg, Maine 04037.
Tel 207-935-2743.
The Fryeburg Fish and Game
Association has come up with a
questionnaire designed to get
the opinions from Sportsmen -on
the condition of the deer herd in
Western Maine. If you do not
live in this area but did hunt
here this past season your
opinions will be of value. Kindly
send for and mail your com 
pleted questionnaire to Mr.
Harold N. Sanborn, 3 Park
Street, Fryeburg, Maine 04037.

DAY FUR COMPANY
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918
Haw furs and deer skins bought
Trappers Supplies
Hawbakers Baits and Lures in Stock
Deer Skin Gloves, Moccasins
Outdoor Supplies Sold
495-3840 495-2078 495-2205

r------^
Y8RD-M8N
SNOWTHROWERS!

Get this HeavyDuty Model
before they’re

A. G. STORES
Mr. and Mrs. Consumer:
We would like to give you a few of the many rea
sons to shop the great family store in your neighborhood
- THE AG STORE - where the owner has your needs
ami at competitive prices too!
— AG Stores feature weekly specials.

FREE ELECTRIC STARTER

— AG Stores feature nationally advertized brands
along with our Shur-fine and Maine Candy Kitchen labels.

$ 7 9 .9 5

If you want a heavyduty, self-propelled,
s n o w th r o w e r th a t

— Your local AG Store is just around the corner.
With these days of gasoline shortages, we all know how
imporant that is.

w ill h a n d le all the
snow and ice on your
property, this is the
Yard-Man Snowbird
for you!
Bodwell’s Sport &
Tractor Center
6 Church Road
Brunswick, Maine 04011

J

— Most of all, AG Stores are large enough to ser
vice all your needs, yet small enough to remain court
eous and friendly.

Tel: (207)-582-6500

Maine
Kitchen
Candies
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Controversy Over SalmonRegulations
Open water for Atlantic salm
on fishing is May 1st in Wash
ington County. Before you ask
yourself why I am talking about
salmon fishing four months be
fore the season opens—a hear
ing has just been held at U of M
by the Atlantic Salmon Fishing
Comm., which created a lot of
controversy.
Seating at the firing line table
were Commissioner Maynard
Marsh, his dedicated Secretary,
Janet Potter, Paul Fernald of
the Commission (Atlantic Salm
on), Gene Mallory, Warden Su
pervisor for Washington County,
Roger Allen, Warden Supervisor
for the County representing Ma
rine Resources, and Jim Fletch
er, one of the foremost biolo
gists on Atlantic salmon.
Mr. Marsh led off the meet
ing, introduced the Panel and
explained the reasons for the
Hearing. He said some of the
regulations are not reliable and
should be changed.
Mr. Fernald then took the
floor and was on his feet for
over an hour explaining and
defending the new regulations.
One of his beginning statements
included, “ Most of the changes
in the regulations is re-wording
more than anything else.” (Re
wording—when one of the major
changes was fly fishing only for
Atlantic salmon on all inland
waters!)
Two Downeast sportsmen and
fly fishermen that led the at
tack on this change and others
(that I’ll mention) were Bill
Hoar of East Machias and Fred
Mawhinney of Machias.
Fred stated 21 months pre
viously a large gathering met
on this same college campus
and overwhelmingly rejected fly
fishing only on the Machias
River and tributaries. He noted
these regulations were “ just a
child in different clothing.” At
the end of his statement, he
received an enthusiastic ova
tion.
Another regulation that is to
be imposed on our rivers is all
waters east of the Union River
would open May 1st. The other
salmon rivers would open April
1st. The black salmon fisher
men did not like this. The
consensus was one opening
State-wide.
The closing of certain waters
from mouths of streams to red
posts and other waters com 
pletely, after July 15th, also
created heated discussions. The
main reason here was this will
be another regulation difficult
to enforce. The streams it
would affect in Washington
County are Old Stream, Mopang, Crooked River and Libby
Brook.
The part of the Hearing that
concerns a lot of fishermen
(myself included) is the time of
day these hearings are always
held. I have mentioned this
before in previous columns.
There were a little over 100
people attending this meeting
which commenced at 2 p.m. If
this had been held at 7 p.m., it
would be safe to say it would
have drawn 400 sportsmen.

Afternoon hearings do not give
the Atlantic Salmon Commis
sion a true picture of the pub
lic’s wants!
Summing up—the feeling of
this gathering was there are
enough rules and regulations on
the brooks now and to add more
smacks of vested interest. Many
new thoughts and ideas were
presented. A one fish a day
limit; a season limit on salmon;
closing the river for a year and
shortening the season. My com
ment is that with an increase of
322 salmon caught this year on
a rod and a trap increase of 958
fish, the system seems to be
working okay!
*

DOWN EAST REPORT
Sherwood C handler, M achias 04654

* *

Laying our fly rods aside until
May 1st, I would touch briefly
on our deer season just past.
The deer kill for Washington
County was 1558, down 254 deer
from 1977—a 14% decrease.
This is serious, but how about
these figures — the decrease in
deer killed from 1975 to 1978
was 805 or a 34% decrease! The
time has come for every hunter
who calls this County his hunt
ing grounds, to consider some
serious measures. Harold Stu
art, president of the Machias
Valley Sportsman Club, has a
very good idea. Harold would
contact the other Sportsman
Club presidents, get a feeling of
what members desire and pre
sent them to the new Commit
tee for Public Hearings. With
all those clubs combined, it
would represent hundreds of
hunters.
One of the main proposals
would be a bucks only law on a
trial period of a year in Wash
ington County. Another idea
circulating is a two-week sea
son. No matter what course is
taken, it is obvious by the
preceding statistics that drastic
measures are needed. The rest
of the state may be holding its
own, but Washington County
certainly isn’t.
It is certainly laudable what
the Fish & Wildlife Department
and the Atlantic Salmon Com
mission has accom plished on
our rivers but within 10 years at
the present rate, the salmon kill

will exceed the deer kill. Think
it over, boys; it is all up to us!
* * *

If I wanted to put a mess of
pickerel on the ice, have a
cook-out and enjoy the com 
panionship of family and
friends, I would take an ice
fishing trip into Grover Lake.
Traveling east on Route 9, 65
miles from Bangor, you will
find Cloud Nine Restaurant and
Motel. Drop in for a cup of
coffee and shoot the breeze with
some of the County’s better
hunters and fishermen. Bud
Day, Tinker Dennison and Bill
Upton are regulars and you
might be fortunate enough to
chat with these gentlemen.
After leaving the restaurant,
head east .9 of a mile crossing
Old Stream by the picnic area
and then turn left off 9 onto
Canaan Dam road. Travel this
road for .8 of a mile passing the
Chain Lakes road on your right,
and you will reach the road that

limiting the size of the fish.
Catch a few hundred out of this
lake and in the ensuing years,
the fish will be much bigger.

takes you into Grover Lake.
This area is owned by St.
Regis Paper Company and at
present, their plans do not in
clude plowing the main access
roads. If the roads aren’t
plowed, it is just a short jaunt
on snowshoes or snow-sled from
Rte. 9.

As the year ends, I want to
wish you all a very Happy New
Year. I hope the biggest salmon
takes your fly and the biggest
buck fills your sight. Doubles
for the partridge, pheasant and
duck boys; the new dog be
comes a champion and the New
Year brings all of us a little
closer to the outdoors!!

The lake abounds with picker
el. You may wonder why I ’m
telling you about this good fish
ing spot. I feel there are too
many fish here and therefore,

RAW FURS WANTED
Paying Top Market Prices
for Skinned or Unskinned
Furs
Large or Small Lots Will Travel or Pay Postage

BRUCE GOULD
AND COMPANY
PLYMOUTH, MAINE 04969
Call: 257-2186 257-2830 257-4540

PINE STATE TAXIDERMY
Action Fish Mounts

'

*

Taxidermist
ROBERT H. ALLARD
Route 202
South China Maine 04358
Tel. 207-445-2567

TROUT & SALMON $3.50 PER IN.
ALL OTHERS
$3.00
” ”
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Foster Proposes Coyote Bounty
The 1978 deer season has got
to go down as one of the worst
in recent history.
I think I’m safe in saying that
it is generally accepted that the
coyote, or brush wolf, is respon
sible for a major decline in our
deer herd, regardless of what
the people in Augusta say to the
contrary.
Men who spend much time in
the woods, and who are in a
position to know, will verify this
fact. Many of us for some time
now have been advocating a
m ove to stem the continued
growth of coyote numbers.
These cries have fallen on deaf
ears while they continue to fund
program s for “ scientific re
search” into the possible dam
age to our deer herd done by
the coyote. A blind man could
see what is taking place and it’s
long past time when something
should be done about it!
As mentioned in last month’s
column, I’m firm ly convinced
that our only salvation lies in
the hands of the trapper. And,
as things presently stand, there
is not near enough incentive,
nor time, for the trapper to go
after them. About $35.00 is all
that can be realized from a
coyote pelt and that’ s a paltry
damned sum for the nasty,
stinking job of skinning one out
and properly caring for the pelt.
The state readily admits each
deer killed is worth over $300,
so it would only make economic
sense to put a half decent
bounty on the coyote so trap
pers would go after them in
earnest.
There’s no doubt about it, the
coyote is firm ly ensconced in
our state and no amount of

trapping, hunting, poisoning or
what not is going to wipe them
out completely. Even though it
would be nice if we could. The
deer had a tough time here long
before they (coyote) showed up
and we didn’t, and don’t, need
another predator.
However, a bounty system,
while not infallible in its pur
pose, is the best route we can
go. From where I sit, $50 would
be a conservative figure.
If a bounty system were to be
instituted it would also be nec
essary to make changes in our
trapping laws to accommodate
the trapper. As it is now they
can be taken by trapping only
during the regular trapping
season (Oct. 20 to Nov. 25th), a
short period of time, and one
during which the experienced
trapper is going to spend his
time and efforts concentrating
on the more valuable furs.
With foxes bringing as much
as $70 what trapper is going to
intentionally go after an animal
worth half as much, decidedly
more difficult to catch, and
more time consuming to skin
and stretch?

but the numbers and their cor
responding worth in relation to
deer would be minimal. Also to
be considered are the man and
his dog(s) legally running game
such as the rabbit hunter and
the bird dogs, but I feel this
danger could be alleviated by
restricting the trapping proxim
ity to dwellings and roads. Most
bird hunters don’ t get too far
off the beaten paths and the
rabbit hunter, while hunting the
swampy area where the coyote
also hunts, could be forewarned
by simply marking the area
with signs as bear traps are
now required to be.
While some of these ideas
may seem far fetched and im
practical, somebody has got to
advance some theories on how
to keep the coyote packs under
control and I’m willing to listen
to what may be a better method
and also take constructive crit
icism , but it for damned sure
won’t com e from Cleveland

773-2600
357 RIVERSIDE ST., PORTLAND, ME.

A few lines back I spoke of
the going price for coyote pelts
in this area. Well, today I was
talking with a sportsman in

Dallas, Texas who had just
returned from an elk hunt in
New M exico. In the course of
the conversation we got onto the
subject of the coyote. He told
me that while in New Mexico
his guide, who was also a
trapper, had told him that coy
ote pelts there this year were
bringing from $80 to $120. I
have no reason to doubt this
individual and he said the in
tegrity of his guide was above
reproach.
Continued on next page

Bean's Stove Tools

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDYMAN

A m ory’s “ Friends.” It isn’t
something that can continued to
be put off while Augusta carries
out further “ scientific re
search” . Something has got to
be done, and done soon or you,
the deer hunter, will be telling
your grandchildren how it used
to be, for they’ll never have the
chance to find out for them
selves !

...w ith
w arm regards.

TRAILER HITCH SPECIALISTS
Hitches For
Travel Trailers — Boat Trailers — Horse Trailers
Wiring on all types of Trailers & Cars

Phil Foster Box 672
Farmington 04938

L L B ean

Not only has the season got to
be opened on a year ’round
basis, but the state will also
have to take some measures to
mandate necessary controls on
who could trap them. This may
sound a bit discriminatory, but
young, inexperienced trappers
with improper-sized traps and a
definite lack of know-how
should not be allowed to go
after them. I can hear the cries
of outrage now, in regards to
game that would be taken aside
from the intended victim. True,
a certain amount of other fur
bearers are bound to be taken,

(Draw-Tite — Reese — Eaz-Lift)

Rangeley
Franklin Co

Jotul Combi

**\

Closed stove efficiency converts
to an open fireplace. 33.5"
high, 19.5 long and 19.7" wide.
7513 Matte black only$550.00
We olso carry other Jotul 6
Fisher models, Reginald Stove
kits and Parlor stoves by
Washington Stove works.

Forged by W illiam Wasson,
Blacksm ith, of Freeport Me.
Handles of 3/8" steel rod twisted.
A bout 26" in length. Available
as a set or singly
7531
7532
7533
7534
7535
7536

Poker, $7.00 ppd.
Stove Hoe, $ 10.00 ppd.
Shovel $ 11.00 ppd.
Rack $ 14.00 ppd.
Hook (not available
in set) $2.50 ppd.
Stove tool set $40.00 ppd.

Fisher "Baby Bear'' wood
Stove Rugged, very efficient
American stove, made 1/4” and
5/16” welded boiler plate. F ire
brick lining Height 26 1/4
14 1/8” Wood length 18”
7539 Fisher Baby Bear $335.00

MILO SPORT SHOP
West Main St., Milo, ME

9 4 3 -7 4 6 5

• Ice Fishing - Eska Mo power augers

& excellent selection of supplies and tackle
• Fly Tying Materials
• Warm Clothing & Boots - Quality brands
• Guns - Buy, Sell & trade

Woodsman's Sow Buck

Bean's Wood Carrier

Woodsmon's Log Rest

Use with hand saw or chain
saw. “ T riple bu ck” design for
extra stability. 6129 W oods
m an’s Saw Buck $30.00 ppd.

Heavy duck with leather han
dles. size 2 2 ” X 42"
8731 Wood Carrier $8.75 ppd.

Designed to raise and hold logs
safely while cutting.
6117 W oodsman's Log Rest
$31.75 ppd.

• Ariens Sno Thro - Sales & Service
• Starcraft Boats
• Johnson Outboards Sales & AA Service

J r h k ir i* ? h7 R
Sales & Service
NON RESIDENT LICENSES

L .L. Bean, Inc.
Located on Rte. 1, Freeport
Only 20 minutes from Portland
Open 24 Hours a Day - 365 Days a Year
Outdoor Sporting Specialties
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Foster Proposes Coyote Bounty
Continued from preceding page

ence in our favor, if you can
call having coyotes in your
midst, a favorable status. It
makes one wonder if our trap
pers are being ripped off.

Why then, the great disparity
in prices over the southwestern
coyote and the breed of the
same that we have here. As a
matter of fact, one might think
ours would be the more valu
able because of the size differ

I heard it said that our Fish
and Wildlife Department has
been known to inflate the fig
ures on our annual deer kill.

Quality F lie s * Fly-Tying Materials
Rods - Reels - Tackle

“ Your fly shoppe in Northern Maine”
Specialized Service By A
Professional Tyer • Free
Price List On Request
S d eC ceA

* ? C ie 4

- Fishing information and fly selection for:
Moosehead area, Grandlake, W.B. Penob
scot, Bangor Salmon Pool and others!
- Large selection trolling streamers
- Custom tying
- Graphite Rod Special-see “Trading Post”

303 Broadway
Bangor, Maine 04401 [207] 945-5587 Retail

Mail order

HUNTING DOG
TRAINING CLINIC
Methods of training hunting dogs during winter weather
Bring your dog. Any hunting breed welcome
Discussion and demonstrations on pointing, steadiness
to wing and shot, retreiving and obedience.
Guest speakers and experienced trainers on hand.
FIRST IN A SERIES THROUGHOUT MAINE
MERRYMEETING SPORTSMAN CLUB
FORESIDE ROAD
TOPSHAM, MAINE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 1978
10 AM to 2 PM
$2.00 PER PERSON

I ’m not prone, as a rule, to
believing in idle conversation
or rumors, but after hearing the
“ official” figures on this past
fa ll’s deer harvest I ’m not so
sure but what there may be a
certain degree of truth in the
rumor. What with the mid-way
of the season figures of the kill
an admitted 23% less than last
year I’m not about to believe,
that with the hunting conditions,
right up to the next to the last
day, as bad as they were, that
some 28,991 deer were regis
tered. I guess that makes me a
full fledged “ doubting Thomas”
huh? But then, if they can
maintain that the harvest is
holding up that well under such
adverse hunting conditions then
the coyote can ’t really be in
flicting much damage on the
herd. Now that’s a rationale
that even a neophyte woodsman
fresh out of the city would find
hard to swallow.

***
The ice fishing season got off
to a good start locally with
several good catches of fish
being iced at Clearwater. And
speaking of fish, it’s most grati
fying to be able to report that
the hatchery division of the
Fish and Wildlife Department
stocked 4,500 4” -6” trout in
Quimby Pond, Rangeley on the
30th of November. The extra
effort involved at his late date,
is sure to pay dividends as the
loons and mergansers had long
since departed.
It was necessary to cut
through 4” of ice to release the
fish, but the additional time
waited this fall before stocking
the fish is bound to insure the
survival of a majority of them.
Perhaps the comments we
made here a year ago did some
good after all.
Ray Soriano reported that

“WHITTENS” MOOSEHEAD MOTOR INN
A

On Moosehead Lake
Rockwood, Maine 04478
Telephone 207-534-7778

Winter “Snowmobile” Vacation Land

“SPECIAL WEEKEND PACKAGE”
[Friday nite thru Sunday Lunch
includes Sat. Nite Buffet]

Cocktail Lounge
Home of the “ Corner Pocket” Pub & Game Room"
Warm comfortable Steam heated Rooms
Accessible to all major trails from our door.
Spacious lobby for your relaxation — T.V.
please make reservations early

Sponsored by the North American Versatile
Hunting Dog Association
For further information call Blaine Carter 725-8229

WE TALK
TRUCK!
1979 CHEVY 4 x 4

FLY TYING MATERIALS
Ice Fishing
Augers
Traps
Lines
New & Used Guns

Ammunition
Reloading
NILSON’S SPORTING GOODS
426 Maine Ave
Hallowed Maine
Telephone 662-0994

EFFICIENT
WOOD HEAT YOU CAN SEE.
And circulated hot air you can’t.

YOUR BIGGER DOLLAR DEALER
LIST PRICE $ 6 8 3 2 .2 5

jh lS t o r O f

$ 5 ,3 9 9 .0 0

The Russo High-Heat Series
wood stove has a large view
ing area that lets you watch
the fire, and a quiet blower
system that circulates heated
air throughout your home for
efficient, draft-free heating.
Several models are available,
see them all at your dealer.

Your Choice

YOU GET ALL THIS
Brand new 1979 Chevy Vi Ion 4 x 4. 250 CIO. 4 1 litre 3 spped Power steering,
anticorrosion treatments Power flow thru ventilation Roof Drip Moldings. Double
Wall construction._________________________
_____

W
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NO U S P A R L O N S F R A N C A IS

P a u l C a n tin

CHEVROLET
If at any time you are not fully satisfied
please come in and see me personally.
I’m here all the time.
Paul R. Cantin

irT ”
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946 Center St. Auburn 784-4035

JAMISON KITCHENS ENERGY DIVISION
172 Pleasant St.
Brunswick, Me. 04011
Tel. [207] 725-8784
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n
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We feature:
*
Fisher, Russo, Scandia, Insulated Chimney Systems, Glass Fireplace Fronts,
Fireplace and Woodstove Accessories

L g J L

COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS AVAILABLE

when the pond was netted this
fall for a survey and count, it
was holding up about as last
year, despite a lot of fishing
pressure this past season.
Anything that will perpetuate
the fishing in this great pond is
certainly good to hear. Which
brings to mind the growing
sentiment to raise the length
limit on the fish at Quimby
Pond. It would, on the surface,
seem to make sense and up
grade the quality of the fishing
there if the length limit were
increased to 10” . However, I
spoke with Regional Fisheries
Biologist Ray DeSandre con
cerning the matter and, while
not wanting to commit himself
until he had done further re
search, he did say that the
project could have merit if
certain conditions existed. He
promised to get back to me
with his conclusions as soon as
he has the time to evaluate his
figures and findings.
***
There had been some thought
given a while back to putting
Day Mountain Pond on spe
cial regulation for trophy fish
ing, once it is no longer being
used as part of the water supply
for the town of Strong. The
thinking has changed and it is
all but definite that when the
time comes it will be used as a
research pond in the breeding
of the new Seneca strain of
brook trout. I believe this to be
a wise move on the part of the
department as the total acreage
(about 12) would not allow any
sustained fishing pressure. Once
word got out that trophy fish
were being taken there it would
look like opening day on one of
the put-and-take streams in
Pennsylvania. While it would be
nice to be able to have a spot
where trophy fish could be
taken it would be short-lived.
Trophy fish are still taken in
this area as witness the 5pound, 4 ounce, brookie that
was taken from Kennebago
Stream last September. The
sport taking the beauty was a
non-resident being guided by
Bob Paradis out of Flybuck
Camps in Oquossoc.
Dick Frost of Rangeley had
some good late season duck
shooting down in the Harrington
area. His party got some black
ducks, buffleheads and golden
eyes.
Rabbit hunters have been be
moaning the rains in early De
cember which crusted over the
snow, making running next to
impossible.
Decem ber quotes on beaver
pelts were in the neighborhood
of $25 for blankets, a far cry
from the $1 an inch we got back
in the mid-forties. If only Jackie
0 would start wearing a shear
ed beaver coat you could almost
bet on an abrupt change in the
prices of pelts. Vogue is the
name of the game and when
long fur is in, short fur is out.
Cheer up, only three months
to opening day of the open
water trout season, just time to
replace a few of those favorite
fly patterns that fell victim to
the rocks, trees and sunken
logs.
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Bird Hunting With Red Sox
Mary Kay Rollins lives in
Guilford, owns a few bird dogs
and has this to say about them:

R eferring to the numbers of
birds found by her dogs, she
had this to say:

“ My dogs are % of the time
house dogs and Vt of the time
bird dogs. I wouldn’t own a bird
dog I couldn’ t get to know
intimately.”
Mary Kay returned a bird
hunter survey booklet to me at
the end of the season, not
knowing that the survey, as
such, was no longer being con
ducted. Her ledger proved to be
a very interesting one. In
speaking of the highlights of the
season she had these com 
ments:
“ Clear weather on October 10,
1978. We hunted mostly around
Abbot in Piscataquis County.
The party consisted of Mike
Torrey and crew from the Bos
ton Red Sox. He brought along
some excellent bird dogs,
trained in Kansas.

“ I believe it was a fantastic
year for woodcock. I was distur
bed not to see too many part
ridge as it should have been a
good year for them.”

“ We hunted every type of
habitat that grouse and wood
cock are known to use and in
four hours of hunting with this
two-year-old English setter
male and three-year-old pointer,
we flushed a total of 3 grouse
and 30 w oodcock. Those four
ball players had a field day and
were pretty good shots too. We
managed to knock down a
couple of grouse and about
two-thirds of the woodcock the
dogs found. It was the most
memorable day of the season.”
Isn’t it wonderful that there
are young people like Mary Kay
Rollins who can have feelings
like this about bird hunting? All
of the other nine days she was
able to get out were just so-so
and yet her enthusiasm for dogs
and bird hunting is completely
satisfied with a single four-hour
hunting experience.

Partridge, or grouse if you
prefer, appeared to be at the
peak of their cycle in most
areas. My own area did not
show large numbers of grouse
in covers, but deer hunters
reported seeing them every
where.
Thank you for the ledger,
Mary Kay. Your note about
being sorry you couldn’t fill it
with good reading wasn’t the
case at all. I found it very
interesting. I will return it to
you along with a new one that
you can use as a diary next
year.
The offer still holds for any
reader who would like one of
these handy booklets to record
his (or her) daily bird hunting
activities. All that is necessary
is to send me your name and
address with your request. A
stamp to help defray mailing
costs will help, but is not neces
sary. My address is: Wilmot
Robinson, 147 Medway LRoad,
Milinocket, Maine 04462.
•*•
Speaking of coyotes, and
that’s what a lot of people are
doing these days, the U.S. De

partment of Agriculture has a
$33,000 program underway at
Colorado State University in
Fort Collins, Colo., and at the
U.S. Sheep Experiment Station
in Dubois, Idaho, in an effort to
curb the ever-increasing popula
tion of coyotes preying on
western sheep.
After a not too successful
program of shooting, trapping
and poisoning (coyotes are still
gaining in numbers) the Depart
ment of Agriculture is going to
try a new approach. A large,
shaggy dog called a komondor
is being tested. These 126-pound
dogs, first bred in Hungary,
have been found to frighten
coyotes in cages simply by
walking by them. How easily
the dogs can be handled and
how effective they might be as
a coyote curb is part of the test
ing. Described as being all
white with long, heavily-matted
hair, the dogs stand about 30
inches high. The breed goes
back to the early 900s and the
general characteristics have
remained unchanged in all
these years. In Hungary they
are used for sheepherding and
also police work. Watch for this
one. Who knows, maybe they
will be the answer to the coyote
problem.
•* *
As this is being written, the
first snows of the season have
turned the woods and fields into
a white, winter wonderland.

Sporting
Dogs
By Wilmot Robinson
Rabbit hunters are eager to get
out and turn their beagles and
bassets loose on the tail of the
snowshoe hare. The season is a
long one and the enjoyment of
following these happy dogs is
hard to duplicate. Hounds are
sometimes called “ homely,” a
description that the owner will
rise to oppose, but no matter
how homely a dog may be,
when it sings out “ rabbit com

ing your w ay,”
always beautiful.

the dog is

I know some hound owners
who deliberately miss the shot
at the fleet-footed hare just so
the beagle can go around again.
There’s something about this
“ m u sic”
that give
great
pleasure to sportsmen.
Now, if you will excuse me,
I’m going rabbit hunting.

Rawson’s Rustic Retreat
Cabins—Home-cooked Meals
Year-Round Vacation
Hunting /Fishing/Swim m ing/Canoeing
Hwy. 146, New Portland, Me.
Tel. 207-628-2698
207 368-9371

f

t

Energy efficiency
made beautiful:

THE GATEWAY
DINING, DANCING, COCKTAILS
AND COFFEE SHOP

JUST OFF I-95
AT
JUNCTION 2-7-11-100

T h e l~ C A ° e re *
T
i o g h o r n e

Quality Log Homes

04953

PEARSON’S
SPORTING GOODS
MOUNT BLUE HIGH SCHOOL ROAD

unstock
We use one of nature’s best
insulators, White Cedar, in
combination with man-made
insulation for a total wall
R-Value of 19 to 27. The ceiling
R-Value can be as high as you
wish. And not only is White
Cedar an excellent insulator,
but it’s naturally insect and rot
resistant. You’ll never need to
paint or stain your L. C. Andrew
log home. That’s why we know
you’ll agree, L. C. Andrew is the
“beautiful way to build.”

NEWPORT, MAINE

FARMINGTON, ME — TEL. 778-4885
Tell me more about the energy
efficient beautiful way to build.
Name,
Address.
City____
State___

•Z ip .

Building S ite__________________

L. C. Andrew Log Home Division
South Windham,
ME 04082
"MS t/re”

A beautiful
L.C. ANDREW way to build”

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS
9 am to 5 pm

Mon.Tue. Sat.
7 am to 6 pm

Wed. Thurs. Fri.
7 am to 8 pm

We Buy and Sell
GUNS
New & Used
YARNS & CRAFTS

CLOTHING

ARCHERY

SPECIAL
5% DISCOUNT ON
Catalogue Orders. Deposit required on Firearms & Accessories
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Southern Maine’s Deer Harvest Up
The snowshoe rabbit will con
tinue to be the star and most
popular attraction in the
southern Maine woods now that
the deer season is over with.
This member of the hare family
draws more hunters to the up
lands each year than any other
game animal, excluding per
haps the whitetail, although
deer are not characterized as
upland game. Approximately
150,000-300,000 rabbits are har
vested annually according to
several sources, but the actual
harvest quota is probably mid
way of these two figures; some
wheres around the 200,000 +
mark.

Southern
Sebago
Al Raychard
69 Water St.
Saco 04072

and parts of the Kennebunks
offer excellent snowshoe gun
ning possibilities—with or with
out the aid of dogs.
If you want to go a little
further, one can always find
action in Parsonsfield, Liming
ton and Lim erick, and don’t
forget Newfield and Shapleigh,
these two towns are hot, too.
But all this has been said
before. The main thing is to get
out and look for them; you’ll
find them just about every
where.

Although the snowshoe suffers
from predation along with other
upland inhabitants and journeys
through a cycle of ups and
downs every half dozen years or
so, and although they may be
came infected with a disease
called “ tularemia,” a condition
which causes yellowish or
whitish flecks on the liver and
spleen, there always seems to
be snowshoes waiting to give a
good hound a run and challenge
the eye of the best shotgunner.
January is often a productive
month for snowshoe hunting in
southern Maine. Wet snow is
common along the more coastal
towns from Scarborough to
Kittery which leaves a better
tracking scent for dogs. Inland,
fresh snows usually stay soft
and fluffy for weeks and unless
the weather turns blistering
cold or produces winter rains
erasing all scent, hunting with
dogs is often productive day
after day, often stretching into
weeks. This, along with the
amount of available habitat and
hunting terrain, makes York
and Cumberland counties ideal
snowshoe gunning territory.

Snow shoe hares are plentiful in southern Maine
and chasing them is an important winter sport. [Al
Raychard Photo]
As reported in an earlier
column productive snowshoe
cover and habitat will be found
in every city, town and wayside
village within the two counties.
Even areas in Saco and Bidde
ford and Sanford, as well as
Portland and South Portland
have productive rabbit country.

But rabbit hunting for many
is a good excuse to get out of
the house, much like deer hunt
ing. And the m ajority of us
prefer to hunt sm aller towns
surrounding the larger cities.
Twenty minutes from Bidde
ford and Saco the towns of
Dayton, Buxton, Hollis, Arundel

Sebago Live Bait Co.
^ 'Pfij

Rte. 114, RFD 1, Box 562, Sebago Lake, Maine 04075

WE BUY®SELL#AND TRADE GUNS

From Portland, one can head
to Standish, a hot rabbit town
or the Windham area. Better
still, one can go further up
along Sebago Lake to Casco and
Raymond. Although this writer
has never hunted rabbit there,
I ’ve heard good reports from
Naples and Bridgton; there are
certain locations along the
Crooked River I understand
which can’t be beat.
Along the upper reaches of
the Saco R iver, the town of
Hiram has shown this writer
action and I’ve had many good
times in Cornish and Brownfield
as well.
•* *
York
and
Cumberland
counties, or W ildlife Manage
ment Unit 8, came out ahead of
last year’s total when it came
to harvesting deer this year.
According to Russel Dyer,
game warden from Steep Falls
and area supervisor, 3,914
whitetails were legally tagged
from this unit in November; the
1977 total was 3,908, which gives
1978 a 6 deer increase over a
year ago.

WE BUY DEER HIDES AND RAW FUR
MAINE COON AND BOBCAT AT PREMIUM PRICES

All For The Hunter
we carry ammo for
shotguns*rifles*pistols

Live Bait
Tommy Cod
Shiners

WINTER
is on the way
order your

we carry EVERYTHING in

FIREWOOD
NOW

reloading equipment

ALSO
clay pigeons*scopes*holsters
used brass & shotgun shells*gun cases

FIREWOOD • TV Rentals • Monthly Rates

we carry
Hawkins
muzzle load
rifles

Lowest Prices
In Sebago Lake Region

Tel- 207-787-2540

we carry
10” Eskimo
ice augers

Dave Basnar

BIBEAU’S
FLY SHOP
1 mi. north of rotary
Route 302, N. Windham
892-4206
LIVE BAIT
SHINERS ANDTOMMIES
N.R. LICENCES
FLY TYING KITS
AND EQUIPMENT
ICE FISHING TACKLE

Totals of the deer kill and
registrations are reported in
terms of management units, not
counties, to area wardens, and
these figures do not include
those deer harvested, or regis
tered in the towns of Parsons
field and Cornish. These two
towns are located in York
County, but are managed under
Management Unit 4 by the Fish
and W ildlife Department. In
case some of you haven’ t dis
covered the total deer kill for
the state, the tally was 28,991,
an 8% drop over last year.
By the time these words
reach you the new ice fishing
regulation booklet should be
available. Notice Peabody Pond
in Naples and Sebago; a 1
salmon bag limit is being
allowed this year, the only
major trout or salmon change
concerning our area.
General laws concerning bag
and length limits have not
changed, and the 2-togue limit
on Sebago continues.
Ice fishing should be produc
tive on Great East in Acton,
Ossipee in Waterboro, Hancock
in Sebago and on Sebago itself,
hopefully.
***
1978 was a good year for this
writer in terms of receiving
letters from column readers. I
received more this year than all
other years com bined and it’s
really appreciated. I hope the
letters continue to come in 1979,
1980 and for as long as I ’m
around. Without you, there
would be no MAINE SPORTS
MAN and no SEBAGO LAKE
REPORT. Thanks, and have a
HAPPY NEW YEAR in the
great outdoors!!
* * *

LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS:
7 moose are rumored to have
been shot and killed during the
month of November near Long
Beach on Sebago Lake. One
bull, discovered by a hunter, is
reported to have had his horns
rem oved and another, a cow
was butchered; only the rear
quarters were missing. A young
yearling calf was found a short
distance away. A couple of
moose were also shot and killed
here in Saco and neighboring
Dayton.
* * *

The Maine Chapter of the
Wild Turkey Federation is still
trying to get off the ground.
Meetings are held monthly at
the Windham/Gorham Rod and
Gun Club in South Windham.
For m ore information about
meeting dates and time, you
can write: Maine Chapter, Wild
Turkey Federation, Woodlawn
A ve., So. Windham, Main
04082. More on this later.
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Snowshoe Hare- Four Pounds of Hop
Maine
Wildlife
By
Ken Smith
' nJ,
ually it is not a rabbit, but a
hare. This means at birth it is
well furred and can see. Rab
bits are born naked and blind.
Lepus Americanus, the Maine
varying hare, is one of 9 species
of hares and rabbits in America
that constitute the family leparidae. Most people consider them
rodents but technically they are
Lagamorphs. The eastern cot
tontail is the only other member

the body and took off like a bat
leaving purgatory with a 24
hour pass. Somehow my super
visor never did find out for I
guess no one even called our
Westbrook headquarters. For
my part the statute of lim ita
tions must have run out and I’m
no longer wanted for improper
rabbit stocking.

Vo

My personal introduction to
the Maine snowshoe rabbit oc
curred one sticky summer day
over 20 years ago. I was em 
ployed as a fish and game
technician for the Common
wealth of Massachusetts. We
received a shipment of varying
hare which had been live-trapped in Maine. My job was to
stock these Wabbaso, as they
are called in the Longfellow
poem “ Hiawatha,” in selected
swamps in the central part of
the state. The eastern cottontail
rabbit (Sylvilagus floridanus)
was well established, but the
habitat was ideal for the Maine
snowshoe as well. If the stock
ing program were successful,
this would create a welcom e
addition to the local fauna.
After locating some prime
rabbit real estate, I set off one
morning in my old Chevy half
ton loaded with wall-to-wall rab
bits in wooden crates. All went
smoothly at the first few sites.
The toughest part was carrying
the heavy crates into the
swamps. Happy to be free
again, the cargo bounded off
into the rhododendron and
assorted puckerbrush. My next
stop was scheduled for the other
side of Leominster, a good sized
city of some 30,000 people. Mid
day tra ffic was heavy in the
downtown business district.
As I approached a crowded

intersection some junk jockey
cut me off. Jamming on the
brakes to avoid him, I neatly
deposited two boxes of bunnies
onto the busy street. The crates
smashed open and one dozen
hares were crudely released in
the center of Leominster.
Glancing out the back window
of the pickup, I watched in
horror as about a half dozen
dashed through the open doors
of a large department store.

As our central character, we
should properly classify the
Maine snowshoe rabbit. A ct

Continued on next page

Scout Terra.

My whole life flashed before
my eyes for I knew my boss
was going to kill me. Instantly
my mind conceived a brilliant
stratagem . Jumping out I
heaved the broken boxes into

RT. 32
SOUTH CHINA, MAINE 04989
PHONE: 207-445-2786
TAXIDERMIST-DAVE COTE

CENTRAL MAINE
TAXIDERMY SCHOOL
Classes Begin
In April
And September
If Interested Please Call

445-2786
Taxidermist, David Cote

A bull on the job.
A ball on the weekend.
There’s one pickup out there that plays as hard as it works.
Scout Terra — the four-wheel drive pickup that man
handles mud, snow and sand.
Terra combines a six-foot cargo bed with a 2000-lb. payload. And has more lockable in-cab storage space than any
standard size pickup.
Come see us about a Scout Terra. One test drive is all it
takes.
Down East International Trucks Inc.

35 Bedford Street
Portland, Maine
Telephone 772-7448

Located next to U of Maine

Morrison Motors Inc.
2 River Road
Mexico, Maine
Telephone 364-3777
SACO MOTORS, INC.
Route 1, P.O. Box 351
Saco, Maine 04072
[207] 282-5146
883-4224

Scout
leads the way.

IH.

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER

Morrison & Sylvester Inc.
1175 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine
Telephone 783-8549
Dufours Garage
Airport Road
Waterville, Maine
Telephone 873-4622
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Snowshoe H are- Four Pounds of Hop
Continued from preceding page
of the fam ily that shares
southern Maine with the snowshoe.
Lepus, our varing hare, looms
large on the ecology scene, for
he is food for just about every
predator that walks, crawls, or
flies. His enemies’ list is longer
than the check out tape from
your weekly grocery shopping
sojourn.
Seasonal variation in the peltage of the snowshoe is one of
the widest known of any single
animal characteristic. Their
yellowish brown summer coat is
replaced in late fall by one of
winter white. Parts of the ears
are black to absorb the rays of
the winter sun. Rarely, a pure
black specimen is taken.
Maine snowshoe hares are
medium sized, 20 inches long,
and 3 to 4 pounds in weight. Our
climate, habitat and food supply
is ideal for this Lagamorph.
They love the deep snow and
won’t hibernate even in the
dead of winter. Their large
well-furred hind feet are ideal

adaptations for traveling the
drifts. Spruce, fir and cedar
swamps and their edges provide
excellent cover and bountiful
food for the bunnies. A favorite
winter food is willow twigs and
bark, but almost any hardwood
species will suffice.
If rabbits become too abund
ant, they can com pete with
moose and deer for critical
winter browse. They also cause
damage to woodlots and orch
ards by girdling young trees.
During the spring and summer
months their diet consists of
succulent vegetation, preferably
clover. Home range for the hare
is small, usually less than ten
acres. It is very difficult to
evict them from this area.
Natural population cycles, as
I’ve mentioned in other articles,
fascinate me. How can you
explain explosive snowshoe pop
ulations of 200 per square mile
which then drop to one or two
animals in just several years?
Hudson’s Bay Company has re
cords of pelt purchases which
go back for over 100 years.

FIREARMS SPECIALIST

What you see when this data is
graphed is a rhythmic roller
coaster effect every 10 years.
We know that predator popu
lations are directly linked to the
hare cy cle, especially bobcat,
lynx and owl. I doubt the coyote
is bothered much.
Rabbits can communicate.
When angry they signal by
beating their large hind paws
on the ground. When alarmed
they emit high pitched squeals.
Most serious hare hunting in
Maine is done in midwinter.
Hunting Wabbaso is good
sport. Their behavior can be
very contradictory. Sometimes
smart, they will run for hours
eluding the hounds. Sometimes
stupid, they will sit 20 feet from
a hunter and stare. Some
hunters prefer a .22 rifle to hunt
bunnies with, but the majority
still stick to a scatter gun. I use
a 20 guage with number six
shot. Rabbit hunting with a
bow is gaining in popularity.
The casual bigfoot hunter may
grab his favorite piece from the
gun rack and head off for an
afternoon stroll into the nearest
swamp. Not so with the serious
snowshoe stalker. He rounds up
his beagles or perhaps a longlegged cross breed and makes a
day of it. Ideally, the hounds
are cast and a bunny is started.
It will make a wide circle,
maybe a mile in extent. You
hustle to the nearest open space
and wait. The theory is the

D.L. Fleury’s Sporting Goods Inc.
David L. Fleury

(Where The “ Bomb Shell” is at)

Detailed and Accurate

1 The Maine

65 large maps, each 11 "x15", cover the entire state at a scale of
approximately Vi " =1 mile, except in southern Maine which
is V '^ 1 mile.
Each two-color map shows all roads, mountains, ponds, rivers,
swamps, streams, towns, cities and even individual houses and
camps.
The back cover of the Atlas is an easy four-color index for moving
from one map to another
Fish species in all major lakes, ponds, rivers and brooks are shown
on the map
Boat launch sites, campsites, ranger stations, customs stations
and gates are located, even in the North Woods
Canoe trips and hiking trails are written about in detail, with
rapids, portages and shelters plotted on the maps
And many articles on fishing, hunting, museums, bicycling, skiing,
access laws, parks, wildlife, history, resources and town pop
ulation statistics can be found in this book

Just Good Food

/

About 1860 rabbits, which
were not native to Australia,
were introduced. With no natur
al enemies and lush vegetation,
rabbits built enormous popula
tions. They munched their way
across the land destroying most
of the valuable cattle and sheep
raising areas. Livestock produc
tion plummeted. The govern
ment panicked and hired profes
sional exterminators. They shot,
gassed, and poisoned the rab
bits all to no avail. Dogs and
foxes were then imported.
These animals preferred sheep
and rare native animals over
rabbit. A 7,000 mile supposedly
rabbit-proof fence was erected.
This served only to further
mess up the balance of nature.
In 1950 Australian scientists felt
they had the answer. They in
troduced a virus disease, myxo
matosis, which was supposed to
be transmitted from rabbit to
rabbit. It worked for a time and
carloads died. Eventually the
inevitable occurred. Rabbits
became immune. The final act
of the great Australian rabbit
drama is yet to be concluded,
but my money is on the bunny.

NOW - the whole State in one large book.

Rt 202, Winthrop, Maine 04364

C hick-A-D ee
Restaurant

Two winters past my neighbor
dropped by and inquired if I
cared to go rabbit hunting with
him. He had just acquired a
trim looking beagle. It seems a
co-worker couldn’t com e up
with a $50 loan payback and
offered his “ prize” rabbit hound
in lieu of the cash. Now my
neighbor is tighter than tree
bark and a shrewd yankee
trader. He never allows himself
to want anything bad enough to
pay full market price. All his
sporting paraphernalia has been
acquired for 10 cents on the
dollar. Back to the beagle; we
took it into a swamp behind my
place to try him out. If the dog
didn’t pan out he’d be returned
for some ice fishing gear. Well,
on this particular winter’s after
noon there were hares galore.
The beagle could care less. It
sat there looking first at us and
then at the snowshoes. The dog
finally got chilled from all the
inactivity and had to be lugged
home under my neighbor’ s
jacket. It was determined that
the pup would be returned the
next day. Well, you know the

rest. The wife and kids re
fused to part with it. My neigh
bor had finally been taken.
“ W oodstock,” as the hound
came to be called, never has
developed a penchant for pur
suing snowshoes. I have always
liked that dog though and make
much of him whenever I stop
for coffee.

Maps

Browning, Weatherby, Remington, plus all other makers.
Rifles, shotguns and pistols. New and Used.
Complete line of Black powder Guns and Accessories.
Reloading Equipment, I stock many Ruger No 1. & 3 Rifles.
Many S&W, Colt and Ruger Handguns.

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Friday
2 0 7 -3 7 7 -8 2 7 7
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
SEND FOR FREE ICE FISHING
Wednesday
CATALOG, Available Soon, Ziffy +
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eskimo Power Augars, Snow Shoes,
Saturday & Sunday
Pack Baskets Etc. I Will
10:00a.m. to5:00 p.m.
ShipByU.P.S.

rabbit will return to the starting
point. If all goes according to
plan, the snowshoe slows up,
you see him, and you shoot
straight, you’ re in for rabbit
stew. Remember with his cam
ouflage, leaping ability (8 to 10
feet per lunge), and aptitude for
running on deep powder, the
advantage goes to bigfoot over
the short legged beagle.

and
Gazetteer

-IMPORTANTNew Logging Roads
Maps just updated from aerial photographs. 1 5 0 0 miles of logging
roads added to this edition of THE MAINE ATLAS AND GAZETTEER.

• • • • •

Available at sporting goods stores, bookstores, general stores, newsdealers or by mail.
Money back guaranteed if not delighted with the Atlas.
•• • • •

quantity:

P.S. We also have similar Atlases of New Hampshire and Vermont at the same price.

THE MAINE ATLAS
_ T H E NEW HAMPSHIRE ATLAS
ADDRESS___________________ — -------------------------------------------------------------

______THE VERMONT ATLAS

Route 4 at
^
Auburn-Turner Line
/
rM

CITY__________________________ STATE____________________ ZIP ______

Enclosed is $5.95 per Atlas, plus 70c shipping and handling per order.

Total Enclosed

For Maine deliveries, add 30c per book sales tax.
Clip and mail to: THE MAINE ATLAS, PO Box 81, Yarmouth, ME 04096.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a
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Winter Weather, Winter Birds
As I write, snow is falling and
Portland Head light fog signal
is blowing loud and clear. The
season of winter is upon us.
At the beginning of every new
year I buy a couple of weather
alm anacs—enough reading to
last the whole 12 months. The
information about the month of
January interested me most at
first perusal, and led me to
two books we have on weather,
both by Eric Sloane—“ Folklore
of American Weather” and his
“ Weather Book.” I became so
fascinated by all I read that,
before I knew it, it was almost

black ends. Early settlers be
lieved the woolly bear to be an
accurate predictor of winter
weather—the wider the brown
band, the m ilder the winter.
Sloane says that several years
ago a group of weathermen
decided to check out the a c
curacy of this belief. The fact
that scientific men would put
this legend to the test is of
significant importance. But
even more significant is the fact
that woolly bear is very accu
rate in his predictions.
However the weather is fore
cast, the winter season will not

Blue Jay
Cyanociita crislata
midnight and not a word had I
written for this January col
umn, and a deadline to meet!
A ccording to the Old Farm 
e r ’s Almanac, January will
have a goodly share of snow
and sleet and cold, with a
m ajor snow storm the last of
the month in the East! One
reassuring statement, however,
is that by the end of this month
the sun will be rising fourteen
minutes earlier and setting
thirty-five minutes later than at
the beginning.
E ric Sloane relates many of
the weather sayings of old sail
ors and Maine farmers. Some of
the prognostications set forth
are as accurate as the meteo
rologists of today, despite their
sophisticated equipment.
Portland Head light, with its
fog signal characteristic of 1
blast every 15 seconds is at
least 10 m iles away as the
seagull flies, but it sounds very
near today. One old rhyme talks
of the “ hollow winds that begin
to blow” and another verse goes
this way—“ Sound travelling far
and wide, a stormy day this
does betide.” One can actually
“ hear bad weather approach
ing.” Far away sounds such as
boat horns, droning airplanes,
train whistles, or distant bird
calls, sound hollow, as if heard
down a long corridor. This oc
curs when the cloud ceiling and
bad weather inversion lower to
earth and the sounds echo back,
as opposed to fair weather when
sound dissipates into clear
space. Another rhyme—“ Sea
gull, sea gull, sit on the sand,
it’ s a sign of rain when you are
at land,” is also true. Thinning
air is harder to fly in and birds
“ sit it out” before a storm.
Have you looked at the buds
on any of your trees or shrubs
lately? An old Maine saying
“ Look for a heavy winter when
the buds have heavy coats”
has been proven to have some
measure of truth. We all know
the legend about the “ woolly
b ear” caterpillar, with the
brown band in his middle, and

escape us. The feeding station
operator’ s greatest responsi
bility to his bird population
com es at this time. Whether
there is snow cover or not, the
birds remaining with us rely

The Bird Nest
By M argery H a ll Johnson
heavily on the supplemental
food provided at our feeders.
The amounts of wild seeds and
nuts available have diminished
and fruits and berries have
become withered or dropped to
the ground and rotted and are
in short supply.
Small song birds hunt for food
almost without interruption,
throughout the hours of day
light. We find the heaviest con
centration of birds at our feed
ers is the very first thing in the
morning. If the weather is pre
dicted to be good, we fill our
feeders at night so all will be in
readiness at dawn. If snow is
predicted, it means an early
rising to meet the birds’ de
mands. The next heaviest vis
itation is just before dusk, when
the birds stoke up for the long
cold night ahead. We usually

have to fill our feeders three to
four times a day.
Some birds have a drive to
forage—jays, woodpeckers and
titmice, to mention a few. Have
you ever watched blue jays
pack away sunflower seeds?

They are able to stow away a
great many in their gullet, fly
off, cache them away for future
use, then return at once for
another load. If you observe
them in profile, you can see a
Continued on next page

WANTED

W H ITE BIRCH
HARDWOOD PRODUCTS CO.
G U ILFO R D , M A IN E
Contact: Fred Street, 876-2205

INTRODUCING
TH E 4 W H EEL DRIVE
SUBARU BRAT.
FUN ON W H E E LS.

Our new Brat makes
going someplace more fun than
being there. With the mere
flick of a lever inside the car,
this unique vehicle shifts from
full time front wheel drive
to 4 wheel drive.
That means you can go
practically anywhere in prac
tically any driving conditions.
And to see
where you’ve
been, the Brat

has a wide open back complete
with 2 fresh air bucket seats.
What’s more, standard
equipment on the Brat includes
all the creature comforts you’d
want in a passenger car.
Even more comforting, the
Brat runs on the least expen
sive kind of gas you can buy...
regular.

SUBARU BRA'

Mileage may vary depending on the way you drive, driving conditions, the condition of your car and whatever optional equipment
you may have.

CLYDE BILLING, INC.
258 Riverside Drive, Augusta 622-6336
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714 Water S t., Gardiner

BUTCH’S
FLY SHOP

582-3790
CUSTOM FLV
TYING
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$
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EV ER Y TH IN G IN WOOD STOVES & FIREPLACE EQUIPMENT

Fisher - All Nighter - Crest - Better ‘N Ben’s
And Many More! Over 200 Stoves Ready for Sale

JFK Mem orial Drive
W aterville, Maine 04901
Tel. 465-2217

Lake Region’s
Ice Fishing Headquarters
Power Augers — Snow Shoes
Jiffy, Eska-Mo — All Sizes

Traps — Line — Live Bait

GUNS

Buy — Sell — Trade
Largest Selection in Western Maine

SPORTSMANS
Exchange
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FISHERMEN AND FLY TYERS WELCOME
FREE FLY TYING HELP
WHERE TO FIND HARD TO GET ITEMS
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slight bulge or swelling develop
in the upper throat and under
the bill—a neat storage area.
I’ve seen jays load up on seed
throw their head back and give
it a toss as if they were shaking
down the seed. It is probably
going into this storage closet.
One reader told of a blue jay
burying food. She watched him
actually peck a hole in the
lawn, deposit the seed, then
replace the grass in the hole.
This, of course, occurred before
the ground was frozen. An arti
cle I read did state that very
little is known of the frequency

WINTER IS
UPON US! s
Cold weather’s
here! Your
feathered friends
will really love
the food and
energy they
get from your
MAINE MANNA. Hang
one or two of these—
the complete suet and
bird feed — from nearby
branches. Watch
the fun — make permanent
bird friends. Order several
and save.

with which hidden foods are
recovered. The unsatisfied drive
to forage may be responsible
for this “ food storage” .
If you are fortunate enough to
have a wintering mockingbird
or oriole, additional foods stuffs
are required. These species like
fruit—such as raisins or apples.
Orange halves filled with a
mixture of suet, melted down,
combined with raisins or chop
ped fruits, are appealing. One
friend fed a wintering oriole
grapes! The oriole is especially
fond of sugar or honey water, in
red containers. Your humming
bird feeder of summer can be
put to winter use, but presents
the challenge of keeping the
mixture liquid instead of solid.
A nice letter from Leo Kleciak spoke of several cardinals
in his yard in Framingham,
Mass. A bird report from the
Ryans, told of the sighting of a
Gray Jay November 5-10 in
Holden, Maine. It came on a
post card, and the format was
very simple, but clear and con
cise. It included Name of Bird,

Number, Dates Observed, Loca
tion and Observers. Any of you
sighting not so common species,
or, in fact, any sightings of
interest, might copy that for
mat. A post card is cheaper
than a letter! I’ d welcom e
either.
Our yard was filled with an
abundance of birds during No
vem ber. We had several dif
ferent kinds of sparrows—song,
chipping, white-throated, gold
finches, juncos, purple finches,
of course, the ubiquitous chicka
dee. The sparrows have all left
us. We have just an occassional
junco and goldfinch, the chicka
dees are still with us, spreading
joy. A downy and a hairy
woodpecker, and the white
breasted nuthatch have ap
peared. We are ready for the
winter invasion, our barrels
are filled with seed, a “ grove”
of Christmas trees has been
planted in our patio. I hope we
won’t be disappointed.
Margery Hall Johnson
15 Colonial Village,
Falmouth, Maine 04105

MAINE MANNA, INC.
Box 247S.
Gorham, Me. 04038

72 Main St., Bridgton, Me. 647-3763
Lake Region’s Most Complete
Sporting Goods Outfitters

$2.75 postpaid; 2 for $5.30;
3 for $7.50; 6 for $12.00
(Maine residents add 5%
sales tax)

Slate-colored Junco
Junco hyemalis

MEET ME

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING
Teddybear Touring Trails
North Turner, Me.

Rentals
Groomed Trails
Heated Shop
Skiing Unlimited For The Entire Family
Weekends - Holidays - School Vacations

FUR-DEERSKINS
Gloves to Sell and Trade
Victor Traps— Lures
Trapping Scents
Trapping Supplies at Discount Prices
[I have my own chunk fox bait— not
mailable]
Postage Paid on Furs Shipped to Me
LOCATIONS

Ba : IGOR
WESTBROOK

AUGUSTA
SO.PORTLAND

WALTER BEAN
8 Spring St.,
East Millinocket 04430
Tel. 746-3746
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Hunter- Man at the Primordial Door
There were plenty of deer
that year, and with heavy rains
flooding the lowlands and
swamps, and with a good mast
crop covering the oak ridges,
the area the deer were using
was easy to find. They were
keeping their feet dry and stay
ing near the feed.
On a hardwood ridge I was
hunting, there were scrub pines
growing up beneath the oaks
and occasional beeches. To me,
this conifer growth with hard
wood seemed strange. I had
never seen it before. But the
deer liked it fine. They had
pines to hide in and oaks to feed
them.

for the deer to move, and me
wondering all along if I should
take the animal in the head or
neck-not once thinking the deer
might just turn.
But it did turn. The deer, a
small crotch-horn, swung in a
flash and leaped low and hard
behind some pines. If this had
happened a few days later,
particularly after a few unpro
ductive days, I would have been

Sportsman’s Sketchbook
By K enneth O. A lle n Jr.
furious, but it was the second
morning of the season, and
already that year, I had jumped
m ore deer than in the two
previous seasons together, and
it made me laugh to have the

By Maine standards, this was
big country, and the ridge, over
half a mile long,' was at least
three miles from the highway,
giving deer plenty of room to
elude hunters, but I was enter
ing the woods before daylight
and staying until dark, and
every day that first week of the
season, I was jumping deer.

deer get away so cleanly when I
had already imagined it hang
ing on my whipple tree.
I hunted the hardwood ridge
all week. Each day, I would
drive my truck up a tote road
rather deep into the woods and
park at an old log landing. I
would be on the ridge before
daylight and would return to
my truck for a noon lunch.
These meals were always light.
Hot tea and a sandwich, usually
baloney and Cheddar cheese. I
did not want to stuff myself and
become lazy. The remainder of
the afternoon would be spent
back on the ridge.
On the third day, even with
all the deer, I was becom ing

guilty and even bored. You
know how it is. It is difficult to
clim b from our everyday rou
tine...that grind of pursuing the
American dream of acquiring
material riches, and it bothered
me to spend three entire days
doing nothing but stalking
whitetails, but during the fourth
day, the forest primeval cap
tured me and the days began to
slide by unheeded and free,
and free.
I had the whole season ahead,
probably the last time I would
be able to have the entire one
free from responsibility for a
good many years, and was not
going to let some Puritan work
Continued on next page

COME TO

Yet, I was unable to get any
decent shots. The pines offered
concealment anyway, and with
the wet year, leaves hung
stubbornly to the hardwood, and
most of the time, I was just
seeing flags.

HENLEY KIMBALL
FOR THE BEST

On the second day, I had my
first chance for a shot. It was a
drizzly, windless morning ideal
for still-hunting. Sneaking into a
deep gully, I saw a movement
about 40 yards away on the
other side. It was a deer with
its head down and the only
thing visible was the hind
quarters. I should have noticed
the deer before, but did not
until it had flicked its tail, and
at that moment, as always, all
the light in the forest focused on
the deer.

SMALL TRUCKS,

BAIT RETAIL
Shiners, Sucker & Live Smelts
Tommy Cods For Wholesale
Complete Line of Fly Tying Materials
Bulk Feathers, Tools & Accessories

Topographical & Depth Maps
Ice Fishing Tackles, Augers, Ammo
And Yarns For The Ladies

Quietly, I shouldered my 30-06
and waited for the deer to lift
its head. It was a sucker shot.
Nothing could go wrong. Yet, it
seemed like eternity, waiting

DAG’S BAIT SHOP
corner of Minot & Towle, Auburn
open 4: 30 a.m. to 10 p.m. — 7 days
Tel. 207-783-0388

VANS, PICK-UPS
DodgeTrucks

VANS-VANS-VANS
WAGONS-WAGONS-W AGONS
5-Pass., 8 Pass-, 15 Pass.

WE HAVE THEM ALL — BUY NOW and SAVE

THE HEflLEY
KIITIBALLC©
411 MARGINAL WAY PORTLAND WE 77? 01/1

772-0171

DODGE TRUCKS
SHOW THE WORLD
You are a Real

MAINE SPORTSMAN
High-quality T-Shirts for all the sportsmen
in your family. You pick the size and
colors you want.
Choose from these T-Shirt Colors: White, Yellow, Orange, Gold, Brown, Mint, Kelly, Light
Blue, Royal Blue, Navy, Red, Grey, Black. Brown, Orange and Kelly not available in
sizes 2 to 4.
Sizes Availdftle: YOUTH—small (2-4) medium (6-8) Large (10-12) X-Large (14-16)
ADULT—small (34-36) medium (38-40) Large (42-44) X-Large (46-48)
Please send me___ Maine Sportsman T-Shirts at $5.00 each
List sizes and colors here
____
Color

Size

Quantity
Maine residents add 25t sales
tax for each shirt.

Name _
Address
Zip
(Allow two weeks for delivery)

_
_
—

Mail to:
MAINE SPORTSMAN
Box 365
Augusta, Maine 04330

Joe’s Ice Fishing Traps
“ The Best Trap on the Market”
Complete Ice Fishing Dept.
Hand and Power Augers
Insulated Boots and Pacs
Gloves and Mittens
Pack Baskets

AUDETTES
Your Ice Fishing Headquarters

Maine and Bowdoin Sts.
Winthrop, Maine
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H unter- M an at the Prim ordial D oor
Continued from preceding page
ethic interfere. I was where the
deer were, and that was the
way to shoot one. To get where
the deer were and stick with
them. Stick with them day after
day. Sooner or later, you would
catch up to one. That was the
way to shoot a deer. And for
me, the only way to hunt. To
have the season and the days

unimpeded by anything but the
hunt. The hunt and the deer
being the only thing consuming
you.
The first Saturday ended
crisp and cold, and the second
week began to slide along with
a high, cloudless sky and a
chilling northwest wind. The
lowlands dried a little and the

The NEW Hunter Orange
Maine Sportsman Jacket Patch

deer moved from the ridge and
into a country of fir-thickets
with lichen covered ledges.
There were also pockets of
small, white-alder swamps and
deer could really hide from
hunters.
It was a country I loved. A
fairy land. A fairy land of
Christmas trees and sharp, fra
grant odors. I would come home
in the evening and my wife
would smell the forest on my
clothes.
My wife was becom ing dis
couraged as the week wore on.
She worried there would be no
deer for the freezer. She
worried my patience would be
come strained and I would take
it out on her. She worried a lot,
but not me.
I was savouring the season. I
was doing it right. The way I

wanted it. Sooner or later, there
would be a deer in my sights.
And if not...well...I had done it
right, and it would be a long
time before a November would
be free again. Maybe not until
retirement. I was savouring the
season.
Between the country of firthickets and the hardwood
ridge, there was a small mea
dow, and each day that second
week, I noticed a deer trail was
becoming more and more used.
On Friday afternoon, I slipped
onto a ledge overlooking the
meadow trail and waited. It
was a cold, clear day and the
wind began to die early.
You get a feeling sometimes.
You know you are going to
shoot a deer that day. I started
getting that feeling the previous

WARD’S FUR CO.
Waterville - Fairfield Center Rd.
Fairfield, Maine
(one mi. North of 195 on Norridgewock Rd., Rt. 104

All Brands of Traps and Supplies
at Discount Prices
Buyer of Raw Furs and Deerskins
Distributor of Montgomery Traps. Dealer Inquiries Welcome
207-873-1855

All new design featuring hunter orange
background. Maine outline in green and
handsome buck deer in brown tones
An ideal gift for all sportsmen

NAME____________________________________
ADDRESS__________________

That season had passed
quickly with a joy near
entrancement. That season of
hunting the way it should be
done. Now that season had to
last part of a lifetim e. Yet,
before I had placed the fielddressed deer in my truck, and
long before the first celebration
drink, I knew one season would
never be enough. And in my old
Chevy pick-up, I bounced down
the tote road with that sadness.

Everything For The
Outdoorsman

WEAR YOURS WITH PRIDE!

Please send m e____patches at $1.75 each

evening. It was so strong I even
stashed a six pack of Heineken
in my truck. If the hunch was
wrong, then instead of a victory
celebration, it could be a defeat
ceremony.
Anyway, the feeling was
strong and I had sat there just
a short time when--not to my
surprise-I heard a deer coming.
I knew it was my deer and
when it stepped into the
meadow, I shot it in the for
ward shoulder and after it ran a
short distance, it fell. It was a
fairly good-sized spike horn,
and as an old fellow I know is
fond of saying, “ Sometimes you
can shoot ’em just like
nawthin’ !”
That’s the way I felt. After a
couple weeks of intense hunting,
the deer was suddenly there.
Just walking broadside into the
meadow for the shot. Just like
nawthin!”

S portin g Goods
a n d S p ortsw ear
223 Main Street
Norway, Maine
(207) 743-6602

Guns Bought, Sold
Traded.
Black Powder, Firearms
and Supplies
Pendleton, Woolrich, Maine Guide
Bass Footwear

Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

ATTENTION RAW FUR DEALERS
IN MAINE, NEW ENGLAND AND EASTERN CANADA
We are purchasing dealer lots for export by air directly to European
garment manufacturers. During the fall and winter Mowatt Fur has a full
time staff of ten people to handle any size shipment. Our expanded
scraping operation gives you a market for unskinned or unscraped fur.
You buy all the unskinned raccoon, fox, fisher, coyote, and bobcat you
want, and sell it unskinned or rough-skinned for the full price of
finished hides.
Everyone wants to know how we can afford to do this. Very simple.
Handling such a big volume of green hides as we do, allows us to make
up uniformly handled, very high quality lots. Our customers are willing
to pay more for this type of merchandise, and we fully make up our
processing cost. It’s good for you, good for us, and good for our
customers.

Have you ever wished for more up-to-date, accurate information during
the buying season? We are in contact by wire daily with the European
Market. When you work with Mowatt Fur you can pick up the telephone
day or night and find out what’s in demand in Europe, where 80% of all
North American wild furs eventually end up. Mark Mowatt spent the
month of April, 1978 visiting his customers and touring the major fur
houses in several different European countries. He will be going back to
Europe on fur business in January of 1979 and again in April 1979.
Mowatt Fur is the largest exporter of raw furs directly to Europe
because we’ve got the experience, we’ve got the markets and we pay the
price. If you are a new buyer we will help you get started. We also
handle deer hides and cow hides. For more information and confidential
meeting call or write:

MOWATT FUR CORP.
P.O. Box 246
Brewer, ME. 04412
Phone 207-989-6191
Identify yourself as a dealer and ask to speak with Mark R. Mowatt, President.
ALL REPLIES HELD IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE

Ofi
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Dry Conditions Hurt BigelowHunting
Well, the 78 hunting season is
finally over. Reflecting back, it
was a most rewarding year,
although I might add it was
frustrating at times.
Last winter held its grip well
into May in this area, causing
one of the latest and hardest
springs w e’ ve seen in recent
years. This undoubtably took a
toll on w ildlife, especially the
young. Over a foot and a half of
snow was still on the ground the
middle of May. This kept many
black bears denned up much
longer than usual, but when
they finally started to move in
their search for food, they were
everywhere. I enjoyed one of
the best bear seasons ever, with
a number of * trophy males
taken.
In between hunting, I was
found sitting in a Rangeley
square-stern canoe on Tim
Pond,
outside
of
Eustis.
Although I never caught any
lunker-sized brookies, the action
was always fast and furious,
catching Vz to % pound redbellied brookies with an ultra
light fly rod.
Small game season in October
showed an abundance of snowshoe rabbits, and the most pop
ular game bird in this area, the
ruffed grouse. Although there
were plenty of grouse around,

they were very “ spooky” and
hard to get a bead on. Wood
cock were hard to find this
season. It seems the flight birds
decided not to stop over, and
the native birds were far from
plentiful. The low number of
woodcock bagged this season
will hopefully help the situation
next year.
This section of the state isn’t
known for it’s duck hunting, but
the many small lakes and ponds
drew scores of blacks and teal
which offered fine shooting for
the few who knew where to find
these waters. We lucked out on
two Canadian geese earlier in
the season.
Then cam e the trapping
season. With the ever-growing
prices on the fur market came
an ever-growing number of new
trappers in the woods. There
didn’t seem to be any shortage
of fur bearers this season, but
Dick Johnson of Belgrade con
ceded that because of the warm
weather wild mink were not
moving and thus the main stay
of his trapping efforts was way
down from previous years.
It seems all good things must
come to an end and this year’s
deer season proved it. To say
this season was disappointing
would be an understatement.

Dry noisy conditions made
getting close to a whitetail
almost impossible. One hunter
com pared it to walking on
“ potato chips.” Over 68% of all
the deer tagged here were
bucks, and I mean big bucks.
This leads me to believe that
we have a very serious problem
concerning our young deer pop
ulation. With the noisy hunting
conditions as such, these big
bucks should in all probability
have been the most cautious
and thus the hardest to get.
Almost every hunter I encounted confirmed the absence
of young (fawn and yearlings)
deer, and was quite concerned
about it.

Bigelow
Mountain
Area
Don Cote
Stratton 04982

A check at the local tagging
station showed a total of a 144
deer tagged (down 43% from

last year) and of this total the
number of fawns tagged was
nine. This clearly represents a
serious problem with our young
deer crop, blam e it on last
year’s severe winter or the loss
of cover from cutting operations
or whatever.

the season, the only days incidently that we had tracking
snow, accounted for over one
quarter of the total deer taken.
Maine hunters tagged 53% of
the deer, with Massachusetts
hunters accounting for 23%.
Non residents from surrounding

Records at the tagging station
showed that the last two days of

Continued on next page

STATE OF MAINE
DETAILED - ACCURATE - SCALE: 3 MILES

1 INCH

COUNTY MAPS
Are Indispensable to

Guides-Campers-Canoeists-Tourists-Fishermen-Hunters-Salesmen
Have you ever wasted hours of a great fishing morning looking for an
old tote road that leads into a special trout pond? We have, and we
decided to do something about it.
We discovered maps for each county in the state that show
abandoned roads, new roads, ponds and streams. These maps are
made by Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. of Bangor. We talked to Mr.
George Carlisle, president of the firm and asked him how these maps
came into being.
Prentiss and Carlisle has been in timber management since the Civil
War. Mr. Prentiss began it with his own property. With his retirement,
he passed the business on to his family. In 1924, the Prentiss family got
together with the Carlisles and the firm was incorporated.
As the firm ’s operations expanded over the state, it became
necessary to record reports of the different land areas that detailed the
wilds more completely than road maps. As a result, Prentiss and
Carlisle found themselves in the map business as a by-product of
timber management. They take great care to up-date the maps regularly.
By special arrangement with Prentiss and Carlisle, we are able to
offer you a choice of these maps. It pleases us to be able to share this
discovery with you, and think you’ll find these maps as useful as we do.
—The Publishers.
ANDROSCOGGIN - KENNEBEC - SAGADAHOC - LINCOLN {Ona Plan)_................$2.00
AROOSTOOK Northern Part

.......

CUMBERLAND-YORK (On* Plan)

...

.$2.00

AROOSTOOK Southern Part ....... ............. $ 1 .5 0

HANCOCK.......................................

$2.00

FRANKLIN.........................
KNOX

OXFORD

$1.75

PENOBSCOT

.......................................

$1.75

..........................

PISCATAQUIS................................

SOMERSET........................................

WALDO

WASHINGTON

......$2.00
............................................. ...... $1.50

....... $ 1 7 5

$1 50
$2.00

................... ......... ..........$2.00

COMPLETE SET - FLAT FOR MOUNTING.......................$13.00
MOOSEHEAD LAKE ................................. $2.00

NOTE: These plans mounted together will give a State Map approx. 6' x 8'6*

MAINE RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX
Enclosed is $ .........plus .50 postage and handling for:
QUAN.

MAP

Jean Arsenault measuring a potential entrant in
the Maine Antler and Skull Trophy Club. [Don Cote
Photo]

WHITTEN'S
ROCKWOOD, ME.-SINCE 1912-ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE

Tel. 534-7778
Your One Stop Shop
Everything for the Sportsman
Two floors of Quality Merchandise for your Every N e e d -

Hunting Maps of All Areas
State Agency Liquor Store

Send to:
NAME ................................................... ......................... ................
ADDRESS
_______ _______________ _____ ZIP...................................
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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D ry Conditions Hurt Bigelow D eer Hunting
Continued from preceding page
states took less than 4% of the
total deer harvest.
Getting back to the big bucks
mentioned earlier, Don Poland
topped the list with an 8 pointer
that field dressed 271 pounds.
Poland, from Swanton, Ver
mont, shot the big deer in the
Coburn Gore area north of
Eustis. This same town a c
counted for another buck that
dressed 259 pounds. Tom M c
Donald connected with this 10pointer which should easily
make the Maine Antler and
Skull Club. Other big deer taken
include a 246 pounder shot by
Gary Williams, Mexico, Maine;
240 pounds by Harmon Reddy,
Hampden, Maine; 229 pounds
by Brian Perry, Feastiskel,

Ma.; 223 pounds by Bruce Arnald, Limington, Maine; 221
pounds by Kirtley W oodcock,
Strong, Maine; 216 pounds by
Lawrence
Young,
Buxton,
Maine; and the list goes on.
This list wouldn’t be complete
if I failed to mention the 255
pounder that my “ big brother”
shot not far from his home in
Bar Mills, Congratulations Al.
It’s about time!
Last month’ s article on the
tagging procedure, mainly the
25 cent fee received by the
agents, drew a number of
responses from local businesses
who agree if the fee was
boosted, the number of tagging
stations would increase consid
erably. Most businesses feel
the increase should be absorbed

LINCOLN’S CAMPS
Insulated Cabins on the shores of
MOOSEHEAD LAKE

Automatic Heat-Hot Water
Ice Fishing for Salmon, Trout, Togue, Cusk
Snowmobiling, Short Drive to Ski Slopes

by the state and not the hunter
who now pays the 25 cent fee.
While talking with these same
people it was pointed out that
the increase in business they
receive from tagging game does
not off set the 25 cent fee. Most
would like to see it jumped up
to one dollar per tag.
**•
Many people are secure in
believing they can find their
way out of the woods, especially
in fresh snow, but become lost
after wandering too far or being
overtaken by darkness.
One such incident occurred
this past deer season when a
Eustis resident decided to do
some “ back yard” hunting and
was overtaken by darkness. In
this case it could have turned
out to have been a tragedy, for
the man didn’t intend to go far
and was ill-prepared for the
harsh weather conditions.
After hours of tracking the
man in sub-zero temperatures,
Warden Bryce Clayton, assisted
by Herman Ellis of Eustis,
found the hunter who, by that

P.O. Box 295, Rockwood, Me. 04478
Telephone 207-534-7741

deer and would like to enter it
in the new Maine Antler and
Skull Club, to contact an official
measurer for an appointment.
March 1 is the dead line.

time, had been gone over 15
hours.
Clayton says finding lost per
sons by “ tracking them down,”
is not complicated if the right
snow conditions exist, but
admits usually many hours are
spent eliminating tracks left by
other hunters in the area.
All our local fish and game
wardens should be commended
for the time and effort put into
finding these lost hunters, and
should be willingly assisted by
anyone when the need arises. If
the Fish and W ildlife Depart
ment through their safety div
ision, could supply emergency
equipment to certain towns the
chances of a person being found
quickly during harsh weather
would be greatly improved.
This equipment could include
walkie talkies, em ergency
flares, lights, etc: and could be
kept at local fire stations for
quick access.
Now that all the trophies have
been bagged for the year, I ’d
like to remind anyone who
thinks he has a trophy bear or

Writing this column the past
nine months has been most
rewarding to me, not only from
a personal standpoint, but from
the many contacts I’ve had with
sportsmen, both resident and
non-resident, who have a genu
ine interest in our state’s
natural resources. I’ d like to
thank everyone for their
thoughts and criticism when it
was warranted. These thanks
would not be com plete if I
failed to mention our editor.
After writing an outdoors
column for local newspapers for
some time now, I can apprec
iate Harry’s openness towards
his writers.
Well it’ s time to collect my
bet. What bet is that you say. I
bet my wife a night out on the
town that I could write a com
plete column without once men
tioning the word coyote...OOPS!

SNOW SHOES
for the entire family from

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE

GREENWOOD MOTEL
Overlooking Moosehead Lake
Just Beyond Greenwood Junction
TEL. 695-3321
Breakfast: 7: 30 - 10 a.m .
Make Reservations Now
SKIING — SNOWMOBILING — ICE FISHING

RANDALL’S FUR
RAW FURS WANTED
DEER SKINS, COON, MINK, FISHER, OTTER
COYOTE, MUSKRAT AND FOX
BEST PRICES OFFERED
Route 202
East Winthrop, Me. 04343
CONTACT: BILL RANDALL

623-9955
395-4622

serving Maine Sportsmen for 30 years
FABER BRAND SNOWSHOES

Handcrafted irr Canada from selected ash and full-grain leather.
Biggest selection, Lowest prices in Maine
All prices include $11.00 binding
Money Back Guarantee-Same Day Shipment
DEALER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED

No 1
______No. 2
--------- No. 3

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY
Bear Mountain
Lodge

• HARNESSES

• MAINE CONVENTIONAL SNOWSHOE

----------No. 5
______ No. 37
No 37R
No. 37A
______ No. 38
______ No. 39

9” x 29"
10” x 33”
11” x 36”
12” x 42”
14" x42"
12” x 42"
14” x 42”
12” x 48”
14” x 48"
16"x 48"

Kids Sm.
Kids Med
Kids Lg.
Small
Med.
H.D. Sm.
H.D. Med
H.D. Lg.
H.D. XLg.
H.D. Xlg.

-$27.95
-$29.95
-$34.95
-$37.95
-$39.95
-$41.95
-$46.95
-$43.95
$47.95
-$52.95

Med.
Lg.
XLg.
XX Lg

-$44.95
-$51.95
-$53.95
-$58.95

H.D

-$33.95
-$47.95

Smyrna Mills, Me. 04780 Tel. 207-528-2124.

Located 12 miles north of Patten, Maine on scenic Route 11.
Housekeeping cabins available for bear hunters, fishermen,
and vacationers from May thru October. One cabin located
on beautiful Rockabema Lake.
Bear hunts—May thru October - Trout & Salmon fishing—
May thru September - Rubber boat float trips on area rivers
and streams. Grouse and Woodcock—October, Deer & Bear
(Archery)—October. (1978 Non-Resident archery license
$30.50) - Deer & Bear (Rifle) November. (Mainly board and
lodging in deer season). All cabins fully equipped for any
size party. Brochure and references on request.

• ALASKAN TRAIL SHOE
______No. 58
______No. 56
______ No. 57
______ No. 9

10” x 46”
10” x 56”
10"x 60"
12” x 60"

12” x 26”
14” x 30”

-$16.95
-$19.95
-$11.95
-$8.95
-$10.95
-$11.00

----------------------------------------------------------------- All have curved toe except No. 34 Bear Paw
Please add $3.00 per order, freight—Special
Handling
Maine Residents 5% Tax
□ Check or Money Order Included
□ VISA □ Master Charge
Card Number

• BEAR PAW
______ No. 34
No 33

A2
A3
B3
H2
,H3
F3

Exp. Date

Name___________________________________
Address--------------------------------- -----------------------

• GREEN MOUNTAIN MOD. BEAR PAW
___ No. 34B
___ No. 34A

11 ” x 30"
10" x 36"

Kids or Ladies
Mens

-$42.95
-$42.95

City______________ State------------Zip------------Telephone-----------------------------------------------------

CARROLL P. GEROW
Registered Maine Guide and Outfitter

• MINI

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE
ABBOT VILLAGE, MAINE 04406
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Shooting Pigs and Other Gun Stuff
Butchering day had arrived
and arming m yself with a
couple of knives and a .22
pistol, I ambled toward the pig
pen.
Placing some grain in the
pig’s feed trough to give him a
sense of false security, (Ain’t I
the sneaky one?) I waited until
he was happily eating, placed
the muzzle of the pistol between
his eyes and pulled the trigger.
Frankly, I wasn’t prepared
for what happened.
The pig emitted a short grunt,
kicked one hind leg and went
back to eating!
This type of behavior un-nerved me and I hastened back to
the house to get a larger caliber
gun. When the .44 Magnum
spoke, it did so with authority,
and I had a very dead pig.
Upon butchering the pig I
discovered the little .22 slug
flattened against his skull.
Perhaps I shot him in the
wrong spot. I’m no authority on
pig anatomy, but the explana
tion I received from one of my
“ old timer” friends was nothing
short of ludicrous!
“ Ya held the muzzle too
close” said my mentor. “ The
bullet didn’t have time to get up
speed!” He believed it too!
Now, anyone with even a
smattering of the laws of
physics should know that any
projectile fired from a gun that
isn’t self-propelled, starts to
lose speed the instant it
emerges from the muzzle of the
gun.
Anyhow, my advice to the
amateur butcher is, “ Use a gun
with adequate power when
shooting a pig!”

• * *

H ere’ s one which I have
never experienced (nor am I
likely to), but it has been told to
me as the gospel by several
members of the Armed Ser
vices. I’ll bet it has a familiar
ring to some of my readers. It
always seems to have happened
with bolt action weapons and on
the target range. H ere’ s how
the story goes.
“ One day while we were
firing at targets, I heard a
tremendous explosion from the
vicinity of the fellow who was
shooting next to me. I looked in
his direction and saw him
standing up, rubbing his should
er. His gun was lying upon the
ground.”
The story goes on, with var
ious embellishments until the
range officer arrives, whereup
on HE picks up the rifle and
discovers that the bolt won’t
open. Taking his hammer (all
range officers carry a hammer
to take care of minor repairs)
he drove the bolt handle up
ward. When the bolt was un
locked, there was another terri
fic explosion, the gun was blown
to smithereens and several by
standers injured! It seems that

there was an obstruction in the
barrel and the bullet became
stuck.
Yes, you guessed it! All the
pressure was locked in the bar
rel and when the range officer
unlocked the bolt with his ham
mer, he released it!. So help
me, I have heard this story
from two different sources!
Now, anyone with an I.Q.
higher than that of the Village
Idiot should know that this just
isn’t possible!
When a fully loaded cartridge
is fired in a high power rifle,
either the bullet com es out of
the muzzle or the gun blows up!
•* •
I’m sure that most of you gun
buffs have heard about the 30-30
army rifle.
All of us who are “ in the
know” realize that there was
“ no such anim al,” or was
there? Let’s go back to the turn
of the century when the famous
old Mod. 1899 Savage was intro
duced. This rifle was first made
in .303 Savage caliber, the only
rifle ever to be com m ercially
chambered for this shell, and
was made in a model called the
“ Repeating Military R ifle”
which was sold to various

GUN
SPORTS
By Monty Washburn
National Guard units.
In 1902 the 30-30 caliber was
added to the line, and these, too
were made in the “ M ilitary”
model.
So, there actually WAS a 30-30
military rifle, although it was
never the official arm of the
Army, Navy or Marines! This
model was discontinued in 1908.
•

* *

Bohrmann
Knives

Now if I haven’t created any
dissension in the ranks with my
previous statements, I’ll bet I
can produce some howls of
indignation with the following.
I maintain, and I think I can
PROVE that there is no such
thing as “ knock down” power in
a rifle bullet!
Continued on next page

Handmade
hunting and
camping knives

29 Portland St.
Yarmouth, Me. 04096
207-846-3385

ICE FISHING ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE
January 1 to March 31,1979

Ice houses available at no charge to our guests. Comfort
able, well-equipped housekeeping camps for from two to 20.
Snowmobile trails, cross-country skiing right here. Only six
miles from downhill slopes at Squaw Mountain. For
reservations and information, call or write:
Ron & Jane Fowler
Tel. 207-695-2549
Wilsons on Moosehead Lake
Greenville Jet., Me. 04442

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- \

Cut your next
heating bill in h alf!
Save as much as fifty percent on your
heating costs by installing a Kerr Wood
Furnace.The airtight, thermostatically
controlled Kerr Wood Furnace can be
installed in combination with your
present heating system.
Winter isn’t over yet and it’s not too late
to save money by economically heating
your entire home with a Kerr Wood
Furnace.

Be A Fox!
Save Money and Don’t Miss a
Single Issue of The Maine
Sportsman.

Kerr Wood Furnace

The BlockStoveShop
Stocking 200 Stoves

SUBSCRIBE
At Our Low Prices and you’ll
get the fact-filled pages of The
Maine Sportsman delivered to
your home every month.

DO IT
TODAY!

O ffR te . 201
Vassalboro, Me.
1 -207-622-6040
L Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5

1394 Lisbon St.
Lewiston, Maine
1-207-784-6144
Open Tues.-Sat. 9 to 5

„

HOLT
FLYING
SERVICE
Moosehead Lake
Greenville, Me. 04441

WELCOME!
Snowmobile Parties
To Ross Lake, the Allagash Lake Area

□ one year $5 — □ two years $8
NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ___________________
ZIP
Send to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096

HOUSEKEEPING CABINS
or
MEALS FURNISHED
Snowmobile rentals at camp. Gas. Fish houses. Ice Fishing
Equipment Available. Fly-in service from Greenville. Call or
Write for Rates. Bud Holt, Owner & Pilot 207-695-2575.
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Snowmobile In The Rangeley Region
Over 100 Miles of Groomed
Trails
Housekeeping Cottages on
Rangeley Lake
Located on Main Snowmobile
Trail

FLVByCK

CAMPS

PACKAGE PLAN, GROUP RATES
GUIDE AVAILABLE

Bob & Cecile Paradis, Oquossoc, Me. 04964 Tel. 864-5575

COMPLETE DOG KENNELS
Manufactured to your specs.
• Free Estimates
• Shipped Anywhere
• Easy to Assemble
Also strike cages for the front of
your vehicle

Continued from preceding page
First, let’ s perform a little
experiment.
Take a stick of stovewood
weighing two or three pounds
and stand it solidly upon one
end. Shoot at the top of the
stick with a .22 rifle. Didn’ t
knock it over did you? Now, go
up to the stick and give it a
kick with the toe of your boot.
Quite a different reaction huh?
Ballistics tables tell us that
there is approximately 150 foot
pounds of energy contained in a
.22 Long Rifle bullet at the

Visit Our Show Room in Palmyra, Maine

Phone Area Code 207 - 534-7736

BOX33

ROCKWOOD, MAINE

muzzle. Assuming that a few
foot pounds have been lost in
ten or fifteen feet, this STILL
leaves a sizeable amount of
“ foot pounds.” This SHOULD
have knocked that three pound
block of wood galley west!
Is this ample proof that
“ knock down” power and “ foot
pounds” of energy are quite
different?

If you want “ knock down”
power, then take a lesson from
the Biblical tale of David and
Goliath. David used a sling to
slay the giant.

On Route 15 — 2 Miles South of Rockwood
P.O. Box 198, Rockwood, Maine
Phone 207-534-7333

Believe me, with one of these
contraptions, a fellow can throw
a one pound rock (7000 grains)
to a distance of over a hundred
yards!

CATCH THE SAVINGS

I know, because in the days of
my non-age I “ wound up” with
a home made sling and was
“ way off target.”
I delivered a baseball size
rock through a third story win
dow, taking said window out,
sash and all. The missile con
tinued through a porcelain
“ Commode” set, an antique
m irror and came to rest just
inches from an old earthenware
“ thunder jug”
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Solon, Maine 04979— Tel. 643-2365
NAME
Address

Now, to verify one of my
previous statements.

-Z ip

Will Accept Americard and Visa

MERL "Saute'

DUNHAM
We’ll Drill any type of

inc-.

W ELL

CERTIFIED BY

• RO TARY DRILLING
• STATEW IDE SE R V IC E
• GRAVEL PA C K ED
SC R E E N W ELLS

PUMPS SALES & SERVICE

• FHA & BANK
FINANCING
WE ALSO SERVICE

al

^wateV well

lotion

If you “ Knock” that deer
down with your shot, you will
suffer the same fate!

on Moosehead Lake

Subscribe to the

Live Bait and Ice Fishing
Snowshoes
F ly-tyin g m aterial,
Canadian Pac foot wear.
We buy old bear traps.

Let’s assume that you weigh
193 pounds, fully dressed, and
you are shooting a seven pound
rifle at a 200 pound deer.

Open All Year—RV and Tent Sites
Housekeeping Cabins-Store-Gas-Boats
Docking, Boat Storage
“ We welcome hunters, ice fishermen,
snowmobilers and skiers

There is a basic law of
Physics which states, “ For
every action, there is an equal
and opposite reaction.” In other

04478

Bedell’s Tackle Shop

words, it takes as much to stop
a moving object as it did to get
it going in the first place.

Now, before your blood pres
sure gets too high, let me admit
that deer and other animals
often DO go down when hit with
a rifle bullet.
The bullet breaks bones or
paralyzes nerves that render
muscles inoperative and the
animal FALLS down. But it
isn’t “ knocked” down.

OLD MILL CAMPGROUND

Division of Hardwick Corporation

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 28, Palmyra, Maine Tel. 938-2611

MODERN HOUSEKEEPING COTTAGES
OPEN YEAR ROUND - HUNTING
FISHING-SKIING-SNOWMOBILING
OPEN FOR ICE FISHING FEB. 1STTO APR. 1ST

Enclosed find □ $5 for one year
Enclosed find □ $8 for two years
Send to; Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth,

Maine 04096

I KNOW that there was more
power in the toe of my father’s
boot than EVER could be con
tained in a .22 long rifle!

LET THE MAI\E SPORTSMAN
BOOK OF DEER HI NTING
GL IDE \OiJ
Here are 22 Chapters of solid
in fo rm a tio n about deer h u n tin g .
From past issues of the Maine Sportsman
we have compiled a book that can help
your deer hunting from pre-season pre
paration to cooking venison - all written
by experienced deer hunters and guides
from Maine who fill their deer tags year
after year. Whether you’re after a fat doe
for the freezer or a trophy buck for your wall, this book can help
improve your chances. It’s all here. Advice on guns, clothing and
equipment. Howto use a deer stand, still hunting and snow tracking.
How and where to hunt the vast and uncrowded northern zone. How to
locate a 200-pound or better buck that will give you membership in the
Biggest Bucks in Maine Club and even a membership application
blank for that big deer. A helpful refresher course for the
experienced hunter or a great training aid for the novice.

FAULTY WELLS

285-3306
If no answer 285-77 58

MERL G. DUNHAM, INC.
M O R R IS O N AVENUE
E. CO R IN TH
D O VER-FO XC RO FT
56 4-239 8 W E E K EN D S
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Shooting Pigs

HARDWICK FENCE CO.

JOSEPH A. KING

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

Please send me
copies of THE MAINE SPORTSMAN BOOK of DEER
HUNTING at $4.50 each (Maine residents include .25 sales tax and handling)
NAME ________________________________ _________
Mail to:
ADDRESS ________________________
Maine Sportsman
Box 507
ZIP_
Yarmouth, Me 04096
Make checks or money orders payable to MAINE SPORTSMAN
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Biggest Bucks in Maine Club
Richard Newcombe, Prince
ton, Mass., 203 pounds, Novem
ber 10, Sebec.
Armand Normandy, Meriden,
Conn., 210 pounds, November
14, Island Falls.
Dave O’ Connor, Star Route,
Sherman Station, 205 pounds,
November 16, T4-R7.
Francis W. Palm er, Bethel,
213 pounds, November 8, Bethel.
Francis D. Palom bo, Cran
ston, Rhode Island, November
8, Liberty.
John H. Parker, 432 Western
Avenue, Augusta, 210 pounds,
November 7, T6-R15.
David P. Pease, Enfield, 220
pounds, October 28, Glenwood.
Thomas Pelletier, Route 2,
Fort Kent, 20§ pounds, October
28, T17-R5.
Felipe C. Perez Jr., Brewster,
Mass., 226 pounds, N ovember
16, Langton.
M ichael Perigo, 252 Maine
Street, Springvale, 223 pounds,
November 6, Parkman.
Frank J. Pietryka, Bemardston, Mass., 210 pounds, Novem
ber 1, T15-R9.
Peter Piper, Mapleton, 206
pounds, November 7, T13-R10.
Donald Poland, Swanton, Ver
mont, 270 pounds, November 9,
Cobum Gore.
Lewis Polillo Jr., Franklinville, New Jersey, 215 pounds,
November 15, Attean Pond.
Terry W. Pratt, Houlton
Road, Princeton, 205 pounds,
November 4, Woodland.
Gerald Predm ore, 120 High
Street, Butler, 205 pounds, No
vember 9, Moxie Gore.
Carl Preskitt Jr., Charleston,
280 pounds, November 4,
Charleston.
Robert Prindall, Wardtown
Road, Freeport, 205 pounds,
November 7, Durham.
Edward J. Rainier Sr., Hammonton, New Jersey, 205
pounds, November 10, Clayton
Lake.
Robert C. Raymond, York
Street, Millinocket, 220 pounds,
November 25, T3-R9.
Charles Reber, Lebanon, Pa.,
206 pounds, N ovember 6, Ira
Mountain.
Mabelle C. Reckards, Farm
ington Falls, 200 pounds, Nov
ember 24, Chesterville.
Alva L. Reed, North Anson,
205 pounds, November 25, Embden.
Joseph Rein Jr., Trenton,
New Jersey, 205 pounds, Nov
ember 15, Blanchard.
George F. Ress, Trenton,
N.J., 220 pounds, November 10,
Abbot.
Kerry U. Richardson, Mosher
Road, Gorham, 203 pounds,
November 25, Davistown.
George Robinson, Lily Bay
Road, Greenville, 210 pounds,
November 21, Wilson Pond.
Hubert Roy, Brockton, Mass.,
220 pounds, November 8, Paler
mo.
Clifton I. Sanborn, Manches
ter, Conn., 201 pounds, Novem
ber 16, Sanford.
R oscoe T. Sanborn Sr., 27
Livingston Street, Pittsfield, 211

pounds, November 6, Pittsfield.
Glenn S. Sease, Route 3,
Greencastle, Pa., 215 pounds,
November 13, Dead River.
Arnold E. Sharp Sr., Mapleton, 216 pounds, N ovem ber 7,
Castle Hill.
William Shepard, Bellsqueeze
Road, Benton, 224 pounds, Nov
ember 4, Troy.
John Shores, RFD 1, Clinton,
219 pounds, November 6, Paler
mo.
Richard W. Small, Town
Farm Road, Bucksport, 212
pounds, November 8, Bucksport.
Louis Smith, Dixmont, 206
pounds, November 20, T5-R1.
Richard Smith, 54 Bailey
Avenue, Portland, 203 pounds,
November 14, West Forks.
Leonard Stilphen Sr., 169
Center Street, Bangor, 209
pounds, N ovember 18, Seboomook.
Thomas F. St. Louis, Sangerville, 210 pounds, November 14,
Sangerville.
Charles E. Tarsook, Wenham,
Mass., 200 pounds, November
15, Marsh Farm.
Henry Tassitano, Ridgefield
Park, New Jersey, 200 pounds,
November 7, Burnham.
Alan N. Thibeault, Franklin
Mass., 207 pounds, November 7,
Montville.
Dalton Thompson, Brookton,
205 pounds, November 11,
Brookton.
Larry M. Thornton, Billerica,
Mass., 204 pounds, November
11, Monson.
Dale Tibbetts, Solon, 220
pounds, November 11, Bald
Mountain.
Richard Tratta, Hammonton,
New Jersey, 205 pounds,
November 7, Sylver Ridge.
Alan R. Trueblood, Sewell,
N.J., 207 pounds, November 22,
Greenville.
M ichael Truskowski, Star
Route, Dryden, 200 pounds,
November 11, Dead River.
Stuart M. Turner, Canada
Road, Jackman, 206 pounds,
October 31, Brassua.
Dale A. Varney, Farmington,
211 pounds, N ovember 9, F ar
mington.
Kenneth W. Varney, Lubec,
220 pounds, November 4, Lubec.
W ilbrod J. Veilleux, Blair
Road, Augusta, 251 pounds,
November 17, Augusta.
Howard Verrill, New Glou
cester, 214 pounds, November 8,
The Forks.

John Hotelling Jr., Caribou,
205 pounds, November 17, Perham.

Bruce Wakefield, 3 Birch
Road, Kennebunk, 203 pounds,
November 11, North Waterford.
Stephen Walsh, 7A Park
Street, Caribou, 211 pounds, No
vember 10, T15-R5.

Kevin Hutchins, Stream Road,
Moscow, 204 pounds, November
8, Moscow.
Michael J. Ireland, 72 Frank
lin Street, Houlton, 224 pounds,
November 11, Orient.

Richard Merchant, Route 187,
Addison, 210 pounds, November
25, Addison.

Pete Wasencky, South Nor
walk, Conn., 202 pounds, No
vember 6, Sidney.

Roland J. Jackson, Allagash,
220 pounds, November 11, TH
RU.

Edwin M errill, Brownfield,
205 pounds, November 11,
Brownfield.

David Wescott, 117 River
Road, Westbrook, 212 pounds,
November 6, Lovell.

Edward I. Jordan, Dover,
Mass., 220 pounds, November
22, Rangeley Plantation.

Mark Merrill, Brownfield, 238
pounds, November 11, Brown
field.

Leland E. Weymouth, 158
Highland Avenue, Gardiner, 254
pounds, November 4, Readfield.
Howard P. Whittum, RFD 1,
Cumberland Center, 237 pounds,
November 6, Otisfield.
Russell M. Wilkenson, Wake
field, Rhode Island, 201 pounds,
November 15, Rangeley.

Glendon Jordan, 8 Hardin Av
enue, Camden, 220 pounds, No
vember 11, Hancock.

Louis J. Michaud, St. Agatha,
223 pounds, November 14, Alla
gash.
James A. Miller, W arwick,
Rhode Island, 234 pounds, No
vember 8, Caratunk.

Gary Williamson, Mexico, 246
pounds, N ovember 7, Spring
Lake.
Walter F. Wood IV, Sherbom,
Mass., 205 pounds, November
24, Bradford Camps.
David Woodhead, Center
Street, Bangor, 202 pounds, No
vember 11, East Holden.
Stephen S. M itchell, Pottstown, Pa., 210 pounds, October
9, (bow and arrow) Shirley.
Charlene Gibson, 21 Ocean
Street, Rockland, 206 pounds,
November 6, Appleton.
L.W. Giguere, West Brook
field, Mass., 207 pounds, No
vember 25.
Pauline Girard, 20 High
Street, Topsham, 210 pounds,
November 4, Aina.
Brian A. Glidden, Patten, 207
pounds, November 24, Mount
Chase Plantation.
Robert
Grande,
Dracut,
Mass., 202 pounds, November 7,
Harmony.
Owen L. Gray, Orland, 218
pounds, November 24, Orland.
John E. Hadwen III, 39 Wil
liams Ave., Kittery, 233 pounds,
November 4, Kittery.
Lloyd E. Hall, Church Road,
M ilford, N.J., 215 pounds, No
vember 4, Kittery.
Lloyd E. Hall, Church Road,
M ilford, N.J., 215 pounds, No
vember 9, Bryon.
William Hallam, Unity, 204
pounds, November 11, Troy.
William Hallman, Media, Pa.,
203 pounds, November 18, Frost
Pond.

Leroy Jodrey, Weld Street,
Dixfield, 231 pounds, November
24, Milton Plantation.
Bruce Junkins, Masardis, 223
pounds, November 17, T6-R9.
David J. Keller, Unity, 200
pounds, November 9, Montville.
Hobart H. Kemp Jr., St. Al
bans, 210 pounds, November 11,
St. Albans.
Norman B. Kiddy, Hampden,
Mass., 240 pounds, November 8,
New Vineyard.
Wilbur B. Kimball Jr., 20
Meadow Street, Bridgton, 206
pounds, November 4, Bridgton.
Leo L. Kneeland, Route 9,
Wesley, 210 pounds, November
3, Wesley.
John Knowles, Alexander, 210
pounds, November 23, Alexan
der.
Roger Lambert, Church Hill,
Strong, 215 pounds, November
4, Avon.
Jeff Lancaster, 29 Parlin
Street, Skowhegan, 212 pounds,
November 6, Embden.
William Lebedew, 29 Gold
Street., Randolph, Mass., 215
pounds, November 8, Bowtown.
Kendall Lee, Route 169, Danforth, 235 pounds, November 20,
Brookton.
Leslie LeFay, Houlton, 208
pounds, November 11, Orient.
Reginald C. Lesperance, Plea
sant Street, Solon, 205 pounds,
November 7, North Anson.
George W. Lindstrom, Millbury, Mass., 238 pounds, No
vember 14, Greenville.
Thomas L. MacDonald, Co
burn Gore, Eustis, 259 pounds,
November 8, Mass. Gore.
Malcolm MacDorman, Hamp
ton, New Hampshire, 201
pounds, October 30, Portage.

Carla Heath, Prospect, 217
pounds, November 13, Prospect.

Russell M. Marlatt, Port Mur
ray, New Jersey, 202 pounds,
November 15, Montville.
Frank Marluy, RFD 1, Houl
ton, 204 pounds, November 8,
Smyrna.

Dale Henderson, Dow Road,
Orrington, 205 pounds, Novem
ber 6, Orrington.

James Mason, RFD 1, Weeks
Mills, 213 pounds, November 18,
Windsor.

Kenneth Hertzler, Morgan
town, Pa., 207 pounds, Novem
ber 16, T16-R12.

Joseph K. Mattioli, Trumball,
Conn., 205 pounds, November 8,
Rangeley.

Jerold Swartz, Middletown,
N.Y., 210 pounds, November 15,
Calais.

David Hicks, LaRaysville,
Pa., 206 pounds, November 6,
Lily Bay.

Paul McCullough, Parsippany,
New Jersey, 240 pounds, No
vember 6, T4-R11.

James A. Smith, Skeetfield
Road, Oxford, 220 pounds, No
vember 13, Oxford.

Scott Hilton, 3 Cedar Street,
Skowhegan, 208 pounds, Novem
ber 4, Skowhegan.

David L. McLaughlin, Brownville, 206 pounds, November 4,
Brownville.

Gary Waddell, Prescott Road,
Manchester, 208 pounds, No
vember 4, Manchester.

Joanne Holt, Winterport, 219
pounds, November 7, Winter
port.

Harold McLeod, 13 Emeritus
St., Rutland, Vermont, 225
pounds, November 1, Fish Lake.

Albert J. Vittorioso, 108 King
Street, Saco, 221 pounds,
Dayton.
Cecil W. Ricker, Star Route,
Harmony, 230 pounds, Novem
ber 17, Wellington.
Joseph L. Roderique, 3 Robert
Street, Winslow, 212 pounds,
Winslow.

Stephen H. McQuarrie, RFD
2, Houlton, 207 pounds, October
28, Hodgdon.
Glendon H. Meader, RFD 1,
Mount Vernon, 204 pounds, No
vember 9, Vienna.

Robert P. Wagner, Coscob,
Conn., 215 pounds, November 8,
Dixmont.

Ernest L. Heald, Route 3,
Gardiner, 205 pounds, Novem
ber 18, Chain of Ponds.

Richard Moreschi, Middleton,
Mass., 201 pounds, November
11, Anson.
David W. Morin, Jackman,
227 pounds, November 11, Sand
wich.
Laurance M. Morse, RFD,
North Leeds, 212 pounds, No
vember 11, Leeds.
James S. Murphy, Wilton, 201
pounds, November 10, Upton.
Wade Myers, Star Route 3,
Lubec, 218, November 9, Trescott Township.
Willard Ackley, Whitneyville,
201 pounds, November 18, Whit
neyville.
Edward D. Adams, RFD 3,
Farm ington,
239
pounds,
November 4, New Vineyard.
Elwood L. Allen, Mason
Corner Road, St. Albans, 224
pounds, November 8, St.
Albans.
Alan Anderson, RFD 1, Oakfield, 235 pounds, November 9,
Smyrna.
Dale R. Anderson, Plymouth,
Mass., 200 pounds, November 8,
Orrington.
Vincent T. Anderson, RFD 1,
Caribou, 215 pounds, November
16, Perham.
Clayton E. Andrews III, Tay
lor Avenue, Bingham, Novem
ber 11, 207 pounds, Bow Town.
David B. Averill, Chicopee,
Mass., 218 pounds, November 7,
Shirley.
Terry S. Await, Elm Street,
Milo, 212 pounds, November 10,
Dover-Foxcroft.
Ronald Bailey, Route 2,
Farmington,
217
pounds,
November 18, Industry.
William Ball, 192 Woodland
Avenue, Seekonk, Mass., 200
pounds, N ovember 10, Mont
ville.
Richard R. Bartley, Coventry,
Rhode Island, 204 pounds,
November 15, Greenville.
Robert A. Beaupre, Westport,
Mass., 200 pounds, N ovember
12.
Paul Berg III, Matuchen,
N.J., 201 pounds, Harding
Brook, November 13.
Richard Blaisdell, Bristol,
Conn., 207 pounds November 10,
Brighton.
Milo Blood, RFD 2, Brooks,
202 pounds, November 14, Mont
ville.
Continued on next page
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Southern Maine’s Best Ice Fishing
BY AL RAYCHARD
Ice fishing has become one of
the most popular winter time
sports in Maine. Since the intro
duction of the snowmobile a
couple decades ago, and with
new aids such as the power ice
auger and redesigned traps to
make the sport easier and more
enjoyable, fishing through the
ice has gone hog wild; parti
cularly here in southern Maine.
Although ice fishing may be
popular in the northern areas of
the state, there are acouple
factors which make York and
Cumberland counties stand out
beyond her northern brothers.
To begin with, there are more
lakes and ponds open to winter
fishing in southern Maine than
counties north of us. Last year,
between York and Cumberland
counties alone over 150 waters
could be legally ice fished, the
majority of which house salmon
and trout, or one particular
cold water fishery. Several of
the northern counties may offer
more waters, but access to
many of them often takes hours
of driving to reach, and still
others require the use of a
snowmobile for accessibility. To
those of us who are cut for time
or don’t own a snowmobile,
these waters are virtually off
limits, which is another reason
southern Maine is a blessing
and more popular with ice
fisherman.
One of the most frequently
asked questions I receive from
out-of-state readers is, “ Where
can I (we) find some good ice
fishing activity without travel
ing a great distance?” Ninetypercent of my replys to those
readers direct them to southern
Maine waters. Not because I
want to keep them off the lakes
north of us, quite the contrary.

There are p len ty o f excellen t

ice fishing

opportunities in southern Maine. [Harry Vanderweide Photo]
But because I know they want
fish, fairly easy access to a lake
and they don’t want to travel
for days to get there, and I
know the lakes and ponds of
southern Maine can meet those
demands quite well.
York County is my stomping
ground; I was raised here and
live here and do much of my
fishing here. There are five
lakes and ponds I concentrate
on during both the open water
and ice fishing seasons and I
are holding their own. Common
examples during the winter
months hit 1-2 pounds with a
fair number averaging larger.
The brown trout fishery is
strong and when a fish is taken,
it is usually a fine, healthy
specim an; an average brown
would be around the 1% pound
mark, but many larger browns
are taken.

Great East is easily reached
from Sanford via Route 109 and
there is a public access point
near the outlet of the lake.
Mousam Lake has produced
some fine fish to this writer, but
it can be a pain to ice fish at
times. The lake offers brown
trout and togue, with togue
being the principle fishery.
Approximately 17,500 were
stocked here in 1977 and the
state releases a large number
of lakers here anually. Only
2,500 browns are stocked an
nually, with the number fluctu
ating with the number of avail
able fish.
The best place to get on
Mousam during the winter is at
the public boat ramp just off
Route 109 in Shapleigh, where
Route 11 joins.
Perhaps the most popular ice
fishing lake in southern Maine,
and the most pressured is Little

Ossipee Lake in Waterboro.
Located just off Route 5, about
11 miles from Biddeford and
Saco, Ossipee draws ice fisherusually find action on most of
them.

ing some fine looking salmon.
Each water is stocked regular
ly, Square receiving approxi
mately 2,500 browns each year
with Long receiving about 1,000
salmon.

Great East Lake in Acton,
perhaps my favorite ice fishing
lake is one of the best in the
county. Within its waters are
brown trout, Togue and salmon.
During the winter it’s possible
to bring specimens of either
species of acceptable size
through the ice. Togue, unfor
tunately, is the predominant
species here, and they run any
where from 1 to 3 pounds with
one
occasionally
running
slightly larger.

Cumberland County is land
locked salmon country and
a great many of her waters are
well-stocked with these fish
each spring and fall. Six lakes
in particular are stocked overly
well, and of these six only one,
Sebago, is closed to the taking
of salmon through the ice. Be
tween the other five over 22,000
salmon are stocked annually
and all are capable of produc
ing fine, healthy fish.

Great East is a healthy
salmon and brown trout lake,
and they, too, are taken with
zest through the ice. Salmon,
because of their fragile charac
teristics are the weakest species
in Great East, but the food
situation is good here and they
man from all over southern
Maine and though heavily fish
ed, it manages to produce some
fine togue and salmon each
winter.
Since 1977, Ossipee has been
managed as a togue water, but
it is traditionally a salmon lake
and some find silversides are
still taken here, especially
through the ice each winter.
Fishing at Ossipee is productive
for the first two weeks after the
opening of the trout and salmon
season, usually the first of Jan
uary with hot periods taking
place at intervals.
Although
somewhat
less
famous
and
under-fished,
Square Pond in Lyman pro
duces some excellant brown
trout during the winter months.
And in the town of Parsonsfield,
Long Pond is capable of produc

Biggest Bucks in M aine Club
Continued from preceding page
Arthur Bowman, Hutchins
Trailer Park, Brewer, 216
pounds, November 6, Comville.
John A. Breau Jr., North
Main Street, Greenville, 217
pounds, November 11, T1-R14.
Penney Brian, Alma, Quebec,
200 pounds, November 18, T12R10.
Dale W. Buck, Howe Hill
Road, Locke Mills, 212 pounds,
November 11, Bethel.
Randall L. Burgess, Church
Hill Road, North Leeds, 200
pounds, November 13, Leeds.
H ector
Bushey,
Sheldon
Springs, Vermont, 207 pounds,
November 9, Bull Brook.
Robert Caia, Holly Hill Drive,
Amherst, N.H., 210 pounds,
November 17, Copeland.
Clark Cail, Westchester, Pa.,
210 pounds, November 7, Paler
mo.
Albert Campean, Cheshire,
Mass., 226 pounds, November 9,
T11-R3.
Robert D. Caroleo, Clayton,
New Jersey, 220 pounds,
November 22, Bowdoin College
Grant.
George V. Cartullo Jr., Hol
brook, Mass., 205 pounds,
November 7, Eustis Ridge.

Ralph Castaneda, Bronx, New
York, 216 pounds, November 3,
T10-R10.
Nicholas Caton, Beale Street,
Phillips, 203 pounds, November
18, Avon.
Joseph Catudal, Route 100,
Gray, 240 pounds, November 10,
Morrill.
Albert Champagne, Blackstone, Mass., 210 pounds,
November 4, Mattawamkeag.
Christopher Chick, Blaisdell
Road, North Monmouth, 213
pounds, November 20, T2-R13.
John T. Civello, 375 Katahdin,
Ave., Millinocket, 240 pounds,
November 15, T2-R8.
Norman Clark, Houlton Road,
Woodland, 200 pounds, Novem
ber 16, Waite.
Edward Cole, Byfield, Mass.,
207 pounds, November 11, T6R ll Weis.
Arthur C. Collier, 23 College
Avenue, Orono, 207 pounds, No
vember 15, T7-R3.
Albert Cote, Town Farm
Road, Buxton, 255 pounds,
November 11, Scarborough.
John Cotruri, Wallingford,
Vermont, 214 pounds, October
30, Fish Lake.
Bill Crandall, RFD 3, Farm

ington, 218 pounds, November 4,
Strong.
John J. Ciulla, Raynham,
Mass, 216 pounds, November 6,
Thorndike.
Dan Curran, Charlton, Mass.,
210 pounds, November 11,
Searsport.
Robert Cutliffe, 173 Congress
Street, Millinocket, 201 pounds,
November 14, T5-R12
Lynwood P. Cyr, 34 Wilson
Avenue, Houlton, 202 pounds,
November 15, Haynesville.
Charles Daggett, Meriden,
Conn., 205 pounds, November
14, Haynesville.
Manley Damren, RFD 1,
Readfield, 218 pounds, Novem
ber 18, North New Portland.
Bernard
D.
Augostine,
Greenville, 230 pounds, Novem
ber 13, Greenville.
George Davis, Evergreen
Grove, Gray, 220 pounds,
November 15, T15-R15 Weis.
Prescott Dawley, Narragansett, Rhode Island, 200 pounds,
November 14, Woodstock.
Harold Day, Brownfield, 233
pounds, November 10, Brown
field.
Craig Derusha, Plaistow,
N.H., 210 pounds, November 13,

the Forks.
Paul Dinkins, 43 Pleasant
Street, D over-Foxcroft, 230
pounds, November 23, Sangerville.
Ricky Dyer, Lambert Lake,
222 pounds, November 10, Lambart Lake.
Stanley Dyer, North Wind
ham, 204 pounds, November 14,
T11-R15.
C.N. Eastlack III, 190 Rugby
Place, Woodbury, N.J., 203
pounds, November 15, Rangeley.
Ben Ellliott, Loudon, New
Hampshire, 228 pounds, Novem
ber 9, Solon.
Chris Ellis, Northern Avenue,
Gardiner, 205 pounds, Novem
ber 8, Gardiner.
David L. Ells, Stetson, 209
pounds, November 18, Stetson.
William Elwood, Clear Spring,
Maryland, 215 pounds, Novem
ber 2, T11-R7.
Lawrence J. Emerson, 5
Westwood Drive, Ellsworth, 215
pounds, November 10, Jones
port.
Joseph M. Falcioni, North
Scituate, Rhode Island, 210
pounds, November 10, Unionville.

Panther Pond is a fine choice
for those in search of salmon.
Panther is a tributary of Seb
ago, and although a dam pre
vents free migration between
the two waters, Panther pro
duces some good fish.
Panther is located in the town
of Raymond and is reached by
a road off Route 302.
Another good choice would be
Pleasant Lake in Casco. Here is
a lake which receives 4,000
salmon annually and is capable
of showing salmon in the 1Mj-2
pound class. Pleasant is a fairly
large lake, but ice fishing is
good over much of its area.
Easily reached, Pleasant can be
seen from Route 302 in the
town of Casco.
Long Lake in the town of
Naples and Peabody Lake in
Sebago are two other waters
worth trying. Long is a huge
lake and fishing at times is
extrem ely slow, but when a
salmon is taken it’s apt to be a
good one. Peabody is much
sm aller; receives about 3,000
fish a year and it too is capable
of producing some fine salmon.

L. Mary Farley, Main Road,
Medway, 201 pounds, November
25, T2-R6.
Elm er E. Farrar, Canton,
Ohio, 203 pounds, November 15,
T7-R8.
Walter J. Fitzgerald, 4 Main
Street, Brookline, N.H., 210
pounds, November 10, Township
30.
Ronald B. Forward, Wind
ham, New Hampshire, 216
pounds, November 16, T5-R12.
Richard Fowles, Greenville
Road, Monson, 205 pounds,
November 25, Monson.
Gerald French, Skowhegan,
206 pounds, November 4, Com
ville.
Patrick Fullem, Essex Junc
tion, Vermont, October 30,
Brassua.
James A. Gagnon, Ballard
Road, Augusta, 205 pounds,
November 13, Lake Moxie.
Gary G. Gallagher, SouthHampton, New York, 206
pounds, November 13, East Car
rie Camps.
William R. Gallant, Athens,
210 pounds, November 24.
Joseph H. Garczynski, Croy
don, Pa., 202 pounds, November
17, Lower Enchanted Pond.
William J. Gardner, Melvin
Heights, Camden, 212 pounds,
November 11, Camden.
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Club Membership Proposal For SAM
The Southern Maine Fish and
Game Club recently elected new
officers for the coming year and
they are as follows: PresidentWayne C. H ooper; Vice president-Ed Frem eau; SecretaryP ercy B laisdell; TreasurerNorm Andrews.
While I ’m on the subject of
this particular club, it seems as
if they are always com ing up
with new ideas for the Sports
mans Alliance of Maine. Their
latest is to have SAM initiate
club m em berships the same
way the National Rifle Associa
tion does so to interest more
m em bers. Hopefully, it would
increase the individual member
ships also as many people who
are m em bers of the NRA are
also affiliated with the same
organization through their local
club. There is no limit on the
number of other clubs and or
ganizations just in this state
that if approached in the right
way would be happy to join us
once they understood what we
are trying to accomplish.
The memberships would work
this way, although there are
still bugs to be worked out:
A check is sent to SAM in a
pre-determined amount, lets say
$25.00, for this the club would
receive a membership card,
monthly newsletter, a large
SAM decal or plaque to be hung
on the clubhouse wall and what
ever else is deemed necessary
before this plan is put into
action. We also feel that each
member club should be allowed
one delegate per each 25
m em bers of their own club to
attend the annual SAM meeting
to help elect the officers for the
following year.
That may seem strange to
some of you, but if you had
attended the annual meeting in
Portland last year you might
see what I ’m getting at. For
exam ple, SAM has over 4,000
paid members, but only about
50 showed up at the meeting.
Now, let’ s say that 30 anti
sportsmen also showed up and
submitted their choice of
officers for the com ing year.
Here is their list of nomina
tions: President - Cleveland Am ory; V ice President - J ac
ques Cousteau. Well, I ’m not
going to go any farther as I
hope you can see what I ’m
getting at. Thirty people could
have decided that SAM was
going to be run by anti-sports
men.
Four thousand members
being run by the votes of 50
m em bers who showed up. It
really is something to think
about. Luckily we have 50 dedi
cated people who care about the
future of SAM and will do
every thing in their power to
see that this organization con
tinues to grow and prosper. But
there is always the possibility
that because most m em bers
just send in their dues and
leave the rest of the decisions
up to the small group who
attend all of the meetings,
something like this could
happen.
I think it is time to change
the way we elect our officers

and change our by-laws or at
next year’s annual meeting I’m
going to show up with 30
m em bers from Southern York
and I know that the Northern
part of the state won’ t like
being controlled by us. There,
you have a challenge and I hope
that 4,000 members get off their
duffs and attend the next
meeting.
* * *

I recently received an inter
esting letter from a man in New
Jersey who does not want his
name mentioned because he
states that he is afraid his
cam p would be burned down.
He doesn’t want to get into the
non-resident controversy, as he
says the real problem is poach
ing. He and his sons are always
being approached by people
selling deer.
If the natives and visitors to
our state could get together and
make a stand on poaching we
would all be better off. When a
person who has hunted in our
state for 33 years is afraid to
give his name then something is
drastically wrong. He asked me
to have anyone who knows
about poaching going on in our
state to send me the inform a
tion without their names or
addresses and let me follow it
up.

He also is in favor of a moose
season but for natives only.
I thank this man for the nice
letter and even though I know
my editor doesn’t want us to get
into the non-resident controver
sy, I want to add one thing.
From now on I will refer to
out-of-staters as visitors, never
again as non-residents, because
that is what they are, visitors to
our state. There is no such
thing as a non-resident. They
are residents of some place, on
a visit or vacation to Maine.
I have spent many days
hunting and fishing in other
parts of this great country and
never have I been laughed at or
picked on because I wasn’ t a
native. I have always been
treated with the utmost respect
and most people feel that we
here in Maine know all there is
about hunting and fishing. The
people of Maine should treat
these visitors just as we would
want to be treated, as sports
men from another town.
* * *

There has been a reversal in
the feelings of some landowners
in this area this year and they
are opening up their land to
snowmobiles again on a trial
basis. Some of these lands have
been closed for years, but we
are going to get one more

York'County Report
Wayne C. Hooper
50 State St.,
Eliot 03903
chance. Through the hard work
of a few dedicated people who
have talked until they were blue
there will be more trails open if
you will use common sense and
stay clear of houses and go
home at a reasonable hour.

Berwick Road at 7:30. President-Wallace Murray.
The Southern Maine club
meets the first Wednesday of
each month at its clubhouse on
Martin Road in Kittery at 7:30.
President-Wayne Hooper.

* * *

The first few months of the
year seem to be slow months
for many sportsmen as open
water fishing is still a long way
off and the major hunting sea
sons are behind us. People who
are restless and want something
to do should join a local fish
and game club and see how
many winter projects these
clubs have. They are always
looking for new members with
fresh ideas, and it is a good
way of getting out of the house
and from in front of the boobtube. Here are a few of the
local club meeting nights.
The Sanford-Springvale club
meets the first Thursday of
each month at its clubhouse on

The Berwick Sportsmen meet
on Sundays at the Odd Fellows
Hall in Berwick. Southern
Maine Trappers Association
meets the second Sunday of
each month at the Kennebunk
Savings Bank in North Berwick.
The South Berwick club meets
at its clubhouse on Route 236 on
Tuesdays.
The Associated Sportsmens
Clubs meet the third Monday at
different locations.
For any information on these
clubs and the many that I didn’t
have room for, please contact
me.

M id-Coast Smelt Fishing Underway
In general, outdoor sports
have increased in popularity
and participating in the activity
of your choice makes winter a
much more pleasurable time of
the year; especially for those
that don’t particularly care for
the ice and snow and the cold
associated with them.
Smelt fishing is one of those
activities which gains converts
each year. The participants can
remain most comfortable as the
wind blows and temperatures
drop.
These small, sea-run fish can
be found in most coastal rivers
during the winter months, and
are quite numerous at times.
After the proper form ation of
river ice, smelt camps can be
dragged onto the ice and an
chored at desirable locations.
Driving through coastal areas
this month you will notice small
villages com prised of these
small, but durable, structures
springing up at popular loca 
tions.
For many of us, it is not
practical to build a camp and
maintain it at some coastal
river location. And winter
storms will often raise havoc
with these camps, making regu
lar visits necessary.
The answer to this, then, are
those cam ps which can be
rented by the tide or half tide,
by various individuals that will
maintain perhaps 20 to 30 of
these camps.
You will find that the small
wood stoves and good supply of
wood will some raise the inter
ior temperature above 70°

shortly after arrival. All that is
needed to fish will be provided.
Blood worms or clam worms
can be purchased from the
camp operator or brought along
with you. At some locations
food and beverages are avail
able.
The small wood stoves are
more than adequate to fry a
piece of steak in salt pork,
which can then be served in a
bulky roll. The exterior tem
perature provides a natural
source of refrigeration for what
ever.
There are a number of lines
that each fisherman will tend.
By baiting and then lowering
the lines to various depths the
fish can often be located, then
all lines can be set at that depth
found to be most desirable for
catching fish.
It has been mentioned to me
that the full moon and changes
in weather conditions will affect
the fishing. Fishing under the
cover of darkness on an in
com ing or outgoing tide are
popular combinations.
There are a number of rental
smelt camp operators who
would be happy to accom m o
date you during the next couple
of months. On the Cathance
River there is Little Fish Co.,
Edgar Temple, owner 666-5907,
and River Bend 666-5945. On the
Abagadaset R iver there is
Leighton’s, 737-2646, and on the
Eastern R iver, Leo Purington
737-4739.
In addition to the coastal
smelt fishing, the Mid-Coastal

Mid-Coastal
Report
Daniel Nein
133 Bridgeton Road
Westbrook 04091
region can also lay claim to
Damariscotta Lake, the largest
body of fresh water in the area.
This lake is divided into three
different sections, the Great
Bay, Muscongus Bay and the
South Basin which eventually
becomes Damariscotta River.
The Great Bay will be your
best choice if your angling for
lake trout, landlocked salmon or
smelt. Salmon are stocked
annually and provide good
returns to the fisherman. Lake
trout were first introduced in
the early 70’ s and the return
has been significantly favor
able. Smelt fishing is also popu
lar in this part of the lake and
it has been mentioned that a
piece of chicken skin or hotdog
are good baits. A ccess to the
Great Bay can be made at
Damariscotta Lake State Park
in Jefferson, off Route 32.
The South Basin is probably
the most popular area with
winter pickeral and white perch
anglers, although they are

abundant in all parts of the
lake.
Pemaquid Pond remains
popular with brown trout fisher
men, easy access can be made
from Route 1 at the northern tip
of the lake.
Megunticook Lake has m ar
ginal water quality characteris
tics for landlocked salmon, how
ever rainbow trout have taken
hold after initial stockings and
are stocked annually.
And finally there is St.
George Lake, which is a deep
lake, with good water quality
characteristics for landlocked
salmon which are stocked each
year. Fish weighing eight
pounds have been reported from
this lake.
Coastal black duck hunting
came to a close December 9th.
Common concensus indicated a
drop in the number of birds
observed during the second
season. The returns ranged
from good to poor, depending on
the locations hunted.
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Sunkhaze TUHas Fish at Heart
This is the first in a series of
bi-monthly articles on the ac
tivities of the Sunkhaze Stream
Chapter of Trout Unlimited.

Sunkhaze

Stream
Chapter

I would like to start this
series with a brief history of the
chapter. The charter was
acquired in 1972 by a small
group of conservation-m inded
sportsmen. Meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of each
month at the White Elephant
Restaurant in Brewer. Happy
hour is from 6:30 to 7 p.m.
followed by a pot luck dinner.
The business meeting starts
about 7:30.
This writer is a charter mem
ber and the current vice presi
dent. The officers are as
follows: President - Rick Little,
Bangor; Secretary - Linda Har
ris, Bangor; Treasurer - Bill
Deveau, Old Town; and editorauthor of our newsletter - Earl
Eastwood. Board of Directors:
Francis Montville, Old Town;
Ron Lott, Orono; Allan Gray,
Bangor; Ray Stout, Bangor ;
Richard Homola, Orono; and
Charles Webb, Brewer.
The chapter was one of the
first organizations to request a
public meeting on the proposed
hotel and parking garage at the
site of the Bangor Water Works.
The Sunkhaze Stream Chapter
took a strong stand opposing
anything that would harm the
re-established Atlantic Salmon
fishery or the Penobscot River
itself.

Y ----------------^

YdRD-MaN
SNOWTHROWERS!

Reserve yours
today . . .
while we still
have a good
stock!
»

Roger D’Errico

The

Sunkhaze T V booth at the Bangor Sports

man’s show. [Roger D ’Errico Photo]
When the Kenduskeag Stream
Atlantic salmon problem devel
oped last summer, the chapter
strongly supported the tempo
rary 90 day closing.
I could list many more hear
ings and meetings that we have
attended, both in and out of the
state, on behalf of the people of
the state of Maine, but I did say
it would be a brief history.
Projects that the chapter has
and is involved with are: The
Union River creel census box
program; Branch Lake Winter
Creel Census (1975); Water
Quality
Surveillance
with
National Trout Unlimited; and
the Hopkins and Young’s Pond

outlet clean-ups. Our present
project
also
falls
under
National’ s
T.U.
program ,
“ R estore.” This project in
volves Mill Stream, (outlet of
Phillips Lake in Hancock
County). After extensive stream
clean-up sessions by the chap
ter, and the thorough stream
study by the full time employee
hired by us through the CETA
program , there remains one
problem. Because of the warm
water temperatures during July
and August, the regulation of
the flow of water over the dam
at the outlet is now our main
concern.
Once this problem is solved
the possible introduction of
brown trout is our goal.

Other program s include: a
10-week fly tying course in Jan
uary and February; a fly cast
ing clinic at the University of
Maine, Orono in M arch; the
^jonsoring of one or two teen
agers to the Junior Conserva
tion Camp at Branch Lake, in
memory of charter member
Fred (D oc) Savage. Doc gave
instruction on the basics of fly
casting at the camp; we have
put together a slide presentation
of these projects and programs
and have shown it at schools
and other organizations. Anyone
interested in this presentation
can contact the chapter at the
following address, Sunkhaze
Stream Chapter of Trout Unlim
ited P.O. Box 92, Bangor, Maine
04401.
In April or May of each year
we hold our annual awards and
auction night. This is our only
fund raiser. The presentation of
our Silver Trout Award is made
to a deserving individual who
has made an outstanding con
tribution in the field of conser

Jeffrey P. Bond, Yarmouth,
126-pound buck, October 4, Cape
Elizabeth.
Leslie M. Cass, Bragdon
Road, Freeport, 110-pound doe,
October 4, Freeport.

Robert Jensen, Pompton
Lakes, N.J., 102-pound doe,
October 2, Jackman.
Daniel R. Joslyn, RFD 1,
North Whitefield, 120-pound
buck, October 2, Whitefield.

$ 7 9 .9 5

Bodwell’s Sport &
Tractor Center
6 Church Road
Brunswick, Maine 04011

Well, there it is in a nutshell.
Its hard to condense almost
seven years of activities into
one short column, so every
other month I’ll try to keep you
up to date on what the chapter
is doing.

Ronald Googins, 18 Powderhorn Drive, Scarborough, sixpoint buck, November 6, Cape
Elizabeth.

Norman L. Leeman, North
Palerm o Road, Palerm o, 60pound buck, October 28, Paler
mo.

Valiant Marquez, Springvale,
97-pound doe, October 13, Shapliegh.

Roscoe L. Ryan, Lakeview
Drive, China, 110-pound buck,
October 10, China.

Arthur H. Mason, Idlewood
Lane, Kittery, 135-pound buck,
October 4, York.

Peter L. Shippee, Memorial
Drive, Winthrop, 106-pound doe,
November 3, Wayne.

Conrad Pullen, 20 North
Street, Sanford, 138-pound doe,
October 19.

Stephen S. Mitchell, Pottstown, Pa., 210-pound buck, Octo
ber 9, Shirley.

W oodcock Is on the W ing

By Kenneth O. Allen, Jr.

If you want an easyto-operate, easy-tomanuever full-size
snowthrower. . . with
5 forward speeds and
2 reverse speeds . . .
and ju s t g re a t for
long sidewalks and
d riv e w a y s , th is is
your Yard-Man Snow
bird!

Each year in June, it’s off to
the Big Eddy, and in Septem
ber, the Moose River and East
Outlet, where members get to
gether for a three-day weekend
of fishing and camping.

M aine Bowhunters Club

The
FREE ELECTRIC STARTER

vation. The Sunkhaze Stream
Trout Unlimited-Pepsi Cola
Fishing Contest Winners are
presented their awards. In
memory of charter member Joe
Rossignol a scholarship will be
presented for the first time in
1979. This fund was set up to
help a wildlife student at the
University of Maine, Orono,
where, up to the time of his
death, Joe was employed. Not
yet confirmed but I do believe
that the 1979 guest speaker at
the awards night will be inter
nationally known angler author
Ernest Schwiebert.

By then, it was after shooting
time, and my setter, looking
snow white in the early morning
light, was more than ready to
hunt. But it was Saturday. And
there were plenty of woodcock.
I had been shooting every after
noon all week. The whole day
lay ahead. And it was going to
be a good one.

The morning was clear and
still with a heavy frost covering
the fields and alders beside the
small dirt road where my car
was parked. Stars had filled the
autumn darkness, but now, as
the eastern horizon lightened,
the stars had faded.
Harry and I were standing by
my car, talking quietly and
drinking steaming cups of tea. I
was telling Harry a story Stan
Foye had told me. Evidently,
Stan’ s son had left a can of
worms beside the kitchen door,
and according to Stan, his new
Brittany was so birdy it came
along—anticipating a fall of
woodcock—and pointed the can
of worms. It locked up so tight
Stan says he had to massage
the d og’ s legs to get it going
again.

We both thought that was
about as birdy as a dog could
be and we considered Stanley a
fortunate man. I added he
would be even more fortunate if

his dog had a tail, but before
we could expound on it, two
woodcock lifted from a field
near the car and winged their
way across the road.

Leisurely, we took our shot
guns from the trunk, and the
ground behind the car on the
edge of the road, muddy the
day before, had frozen during
the night and there were stand
ing crystals of muddied ice that
crunched loudly under our feet.
Another woodcock lifted nearby,
and I thought, “ The woodcock
is on the wing,” and all is right
with Robert Browning’s world
as well as H arry’ s and mine
this Saturday morning.

Page 30

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

January 1979

Did Weather Hurt Deer Hunting?
Now that the deer season has
ended, and it is possible to look
back
and
analyze
what
happened, it is obvious we
didn’ t have great hunting this
fall. In fact, it was pretty poor.
My own camp had its worst
season ever as 35 hunters and 3
guides bagged a total of only 13
deer and one bear. We did have
an abnormally high number of
point blank misses as 14 hunters
missed standing shots at 35
yards and under, but when all
is said and done, misses don’t
count. The Zone 2 kill fell from
3,495 to 2,771, and the kill in
Rockwood was down from 307 to
249. Quite solid evidence that
the deer population is very low
a person might think? not to my
way of thinking.
While I didn’ t think there
were a lot of'deer, I felt there
were enough to warrant a much
higher harvest than was re
corded. However, the weather
was absolutely terrible for
hunting. Warm and dry with

Moosehead
Allagash

*§ '

This huge rack from a buck which apparently
died of natural causes, was found near Rockwood in
November.
clear nights; the deer moved
very little and hunters were at
a great disadvantage.
During the second and third
weeks, I’ve never been so frus

WRITER NEEDED
The Maine Sportsman is seeking someone
to write a monthly column on:
HIKING — Backpacking — X-C Skiing
Send a letter telling about yourself to:
Harry Vanderweide
Box 365
Augusta, Maine 04330

SPORTING GOODS
DEALERS
You are invited to add WHITEWATER STREAMERS
to your inventory. A special advertising campaign
promoting the sale of these quality-tied specialty
flies in your store will be conducted in the Maine
Sportsman. For details concerning this exciting new
fly pattern and how you can participate in the sales
program, write or call:

Harry Vanderweide, Box 365,
Augusta, Me

04330

Tel. 622-6408

SM E L T C A M P S
FOR RENT
January - February - March

SAND BED
SMELT CAMPS
Foreside Road
Topsham, Maine
For Reservations :
JUDE A. HYDE
Tel. 725-6929

trated in my life. Just trying to
see a deer was next to
impossible. However, the deer
were there; they hadn’t left the
state or died off. The last week
of the season produced snow,

I'

and presto, there were deer
everywhere. Ten men killed five
deer, two of which were big
bucks, and missed eight more.
When we broke camp, we left a
lot of deer in the woods. If we
have a decent winter, we should
be back to normal next year.
Joe Pensiero of Rockwood
was showing a skull and set of
horns around town the night
deer season ended. Joe said a
hunter staying in Rockwood
found them in the woods. They
were from an old deer that had
died last fall. The rack was

Whitewater Streamers

A new, super-thin profile tied specifically to
catch landlocked salmon and brook trout in
New E n gland’s fa s t-flo w in g rivers and
streams.
This pattern was developed and field proven
by Maine Sportsman Editor Harry Vander
weide who says, “ I’ve never fished a pattern
which was more effective in taking salmon
and brookies in riffles, rips, glides, eddies
and other moving water situations.”
These flies are tied using a super translu
cent wing fibre which gives a more realistic
thin, minnowlike profile and improved castability. These are specialist flies which do
not work well in lakes or ponds but which
consistently take fish in flowing water, the
rougher the better. They are also easy to
fis h , w orking w ell e ith e r cast quartering
downstream or even fished straight down
river. A rapid stripping retrieve has proven
most effective. They are tied in small sizes
on extra -lo n g shank hooks to clo s e ly
im ita te native bait fis h . Patterns include:
Brook T rout, Black-N osed Dace, M ickey
Finn, Smelt and Red and White, all tied in
this special pattern.
These are not flash y flie s w hich catch
fishermen. They are effective patterns pro
ven to catch fish.
Six-streamer assortment in sizes 12, 10 and
8 only $4.95 postpaid.
Please send me
Whitewater Streamers
assortments at $4.95 each [Maine residents
add 25 cents sales tax].
N A M E _________ ___________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________
______________________ ZIP_________________
Make checks payable to Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330
Custom orders available on request
Dealer inquiries invited

Wayne Hockmeyer
Box 57
Rockwood 04478
enormous, truly outstanding.
Ron Douglass, who owns the
Moose River Store in R ock
wood, offered the hunter $100
for the skull and rack, but the
man wouldn’ t sell it. Ron did
get a picture of them though.
Although I’m not ready to say
it; I’m wondering if we have as
many brush wolf (coyote) as
last year. I just haven’ t seen
that much sign since we’ve had
snow.
***
The new law on ice fishing
opens Moosehead Lake on
January 1st. Fishermen who
intend to come up and try their
luck should realize that the big
lake doesn’t freeze up until well
into Decem ber. Driving a car
out onto the ice should be done
with great caution. A good bet
for early ice fishing is Brassua
Lake as that lake is very low
and the fish are more concen
trated. Smelt in Brassua run
big and can take up the slack
when salmon and trout are
slow.
***
The moose seem to be doing
better than ever, and, as we do
more and more clear cutting, it
is obvious that we are creating
a better moose habitat than
deer cover. The question is
arising, should we or are we
going to manage our northern
woods for moose rather than
deer? I’d hate to see it myself,
but the possibility is very real. I
assume another moose bill will
be introduced this winter and I
imagine it will exclude non
residents. Whether we want to
realize it or not, the State of
Maine cannot legally do such a
thing. It is not possible to make
laws that deny citizens of other
states the privileges we enjoy
ourselves. If we are going to
have a resident moose season,
we must include the non
resident.
Our present first-day resident
deer season is most likely
illegal and would be thrown out
if challenged in a federal court.
It should, of course, if one
thinks about it. What if Texas
passed a law that said all its oil
could not be sold to other
states, what if Arizona decided
that nobody but Arizona
residents could take a boat to
get to Boston if this ever
occurred, and probably there
are Maine people who would
accept such a situation so long
as it kept everyone else out of
Maine. However, this doesn’ t
seem to be the answer; we are
all Americans and we all own
and share the resources of this
country together. Before we try
and pass a moose bill, we better
find out if it is legal.
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SHOTGUNS WANTED
Parker Bros, shotguns wanted,
all gauges. Also other makes
purchased, catalogs before 1940.
William Drexler, Dingmans
Ferry, Penna. 18328.
FOR SALE
AKC Reg. Male Beagle. 2 years
old. Runs on snow or sod. Floyd
Curtis, Corinna, Me. 04928. Tel.
379-2483.
STREAMER FLIES
16 different patterns. $1.25 tan
dem, $.90 single retail. Whole
sale in large amounts. Call for
price. M el’s Flies 37 Pine St.,
Mechanic Falls, Me. 04256. Tel.
345-9058.
TROLLING FLIES
We have lots of Trolling Flies in
any number of patterns for your
fishing pleasure. J oe’s smelts
ea. Tandem at $1.50, Single
Hook at $1.25 and Weighted at
$1.75. All Trolling Flies at $1.75
each. Please include sales tax
and 501 postage. Joe’s Tackle
Shop, Rt. 1, Box 156, Danforth,
Me. 04424. Tel. 448-2909.
RETRIEVERS
Coldshores Kennels, specializing
in field trial labrador and gold
en retrievers, puppies and stud
service by high point derby
labrador and Canadian National
qualified golden. Belgrade
495-2000.
WILDLIFE-SPORTING PRINT
CATALOGS
Roger Tory Peterson, R eece,
Harm, Signer. Send $2.00 Wild
life Gallery 272 Bedford St.,
Stamford, Conn. 06901.
CAMP WANTED
Cash paid for fair priced camp
or land on Moosehead Lake
with alot of privacy. Write or
call Chet Tomasek, 19 Lamphere Road., Waterford, Ct.
203-443-7565.
HANDMADE SNOWSHOES
Adults $45 - Children $25. Also
Canadian Snowshoe Mukluks
and
m occasins.
Repairs,
bindings and rentals. Tel:
1-603-447-5287. K an cam agu s
Snowshoe Center, Conway, N.H.
03818.
AKC BASSET HOUNDS
Fine hunting stock. Fd. Ch.
Geezer at stud puppies. Dick
Drysdale. 465-7801.
REMOTE ICE FISHING TRIPS
Fish for brook trout, salmon, &
lakers. Guide will take you in
on snowmobile, & supply all
bait & gear, for $25.00 per
person per day. If you want to
bring own snowmobile it will
only cost $18.00 per day. Also
we have package plans for
three day trips & cabin. We also
have many package plans for
snowmobiles & cabins. You
snowmobilers are in luck: We
opened many new trails and
you can run all day & night; all
the way to Canada if you want
to. Or take our new routes all
around Moosehead. Call or
write us.
Star Rt. 76
Kokad-Jo, Me, 04441
Tel-207-695-2593

NOTICE
Millinocket Lake Flying Ser
vice, Inc. will be operating on
skis out of the Millinocket Mun
icipal Airport this winter. For
reservations contact Scott Cian
chette 207-723-9215 (residence)
or 207-723-6649 (airport).
FOR SALE
German Shorthaired Pointer.
Male - 2 years old. AKC Reg.
Partially trained. Good hunter.
799-1778.
FOR SALE
CAMPS TO USE
IN WINTER OR SUMMER!
Lee Hunting camp, rock fire
place, cedar panelled through
out, on year round gravel road,
priced right at $3500.00. Close to
ski area.
Carroll - Insulated camp situ
ated on two acres of land, view
of Mt. Katahdin.
Lakeville - two bedroom camp
with workshop and garage, one
acre of land, close to big lake
chain. This is great snowmobile
and ice fishing country.
Lee - Mattakeunk Lake - two
bedroom camp on unique lot,
sandy beach. Only $10,000.00.
Danforth - could be year round
camp, four bedrooms, furnish
ed, best fishing spot in area.
* We are located in an area
where we have hundreds of
miles of snowmobile trails,
interconnected from town to
town.
LAND
Locate a getaway cabin on any
of these fine parcels:
Lee - 10 plus acres, approxi
mately one acre fields, rest
wooded - hardwood, artesian
spring, brook, privy, shed, year
round access. $5,450.00.
Chester - six acres - 200 feet on
year round road, 200 feet on
trout stream. $4,150.00.
Lincoln - 14.1 acres, hardwood
ridge, deeded access to salmon
and lake trout lake. $4,800.00.
Carroll - 4.7 acres on scenic
gravel road, softwood and hard
wood. A steal at $2500.00.
Madagascal Lake - Burlington 100’ by 200’ lot, sandy beach.
Lee - 10.8 acres, cedar through
out, owner financing available.
Lincoln - 6 acres, hardwood
ridge, view of lake, $500.00
down, small monthly payments.
Lee - 111 acres, located side of
mountain, view of lake, mixture
of wood - $23,000.00.
Silver Lake - one acre lots,
private spot, over 100 ft. shore
frontage.
Lincoln - 46 acre woodlot, with
frontage on year round road,
Only $7,500.00.
Lincoln - 6 acres hardwood
ridge, beach rights, $2,600.00.
Carroll - Approx. 24 acres,
frontage on seasonal and year
round road. Fields. A good buy
at $6,000.00.

Lincoln - 5 acres, half beautiful
pasture, half wooded $3,900.00.
Lee -19 acres, good sub-division
potential.
Chester - 11 plus acres, 200 plus
feet on trout stream, heavily
wooded with cedar.
Deering Lake - One acre lot
with shore frontage and year
round road frontage.
Oakfield - 60 acres with over
2,500 feet on Long Lake.
$18,000.00.
Many, many more attractive
properties. Come and see us or
give us a call or write. We have
something for everyone!
Lake Street Real Estate, 5 Lake
Street, Box 66, Lincoln, Maine
04457. 1-207-794-2460. Carleton W.
Aylward Home 207-794-2460.
Pamela P. Hamilton Home 207?
738-4741. Sharon M. Aiken Home
207-794-3370. Brokers. Laurie T.
Parise Home 207-738-4151. Mar
garet Rivard Home 207-794-8870.
Salespersons.
UKC BLUETICK STUD
Smoke River Blue Max - Direct
son of Warren Haslover’s S.R.
Blue Diamond Jim. Gordon
Drysdale Fairfield, Me.
DUCK HUNTING STAMPS
WOW! Send out of date Duck
Stamps for cash. Wildlife Gal
lery 272 Bedford St. Stamford,
Conn. 06901.
LAND FOR SALE
Wooded 3/4 acre camplot in
Wesley. Good deer area, near
trout stream. $1,000. Price will
increase in the Spring. Owner:
Francis Adamo, Box 202, Lubec,
Maine 04652.
IRVING’S ANECDOPES
For Irving’s Fly Dope,
would give ’arm and leg’ .
It was dropped by plane
in the sultry Nile,
Spends many days
in the Casbah, to beg;
And to forget the thrashings
of a crocodile.
Irving’s Fly Dope, Corrina,
Maine 04928.
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FOR SALE
BOAT TRAILOR
With a 4’ x 8’ x 2’ high box on
it. Made of Plywood. N.M.
Crockett, Oxford, Maine 04270.
AUTOMOBILES WANTED
Unrestored — Pre-WWII pre
ferred — any condition. We
honor Finder’ s fees. Please
mail particulars, phone num
ber, and price to M. Jay Weglarz PO Box 36, Brim field,
Mass. 01550. Tel 1-413-245-3244.
AT STUD
Seargent of Riverside, yellow
Lab. 1978 high-point derby dog,
Maine Retriever Trial Club,
with over 20 qualifying points in
1978 as well. Of a hip x-rays
“ good” . Strong yellow genes.
Contact Steve Levine, 207-8732401 or Dave Mosher, Sugarfoot
Kennel 207-948-2582 for particu
lars on this fine young dog.
FOR SALE
12 gauge Remington sem i
automatic Model #11. Extra
barrel, cleaning rod, leather
case and 6 boxes shells. Mint
condition. M.W. Maguire Port
land Rd., RFD 1, Box 1150,
Brunswick, Me. 04011. Tel
725-7460.
BOAT AND TRAILER
FOR SALE
Todd Duck Boat and Trailer,
excellent
condition.
Price
$650.00. Tel. 633-2675. Wm. H.
Lewis, East Boothbay, Me.
04544.
HANDMADE KNIVES
Handmade hunting and camp
ing knives. Beautifully crafted
of high carbon tool steel with
handrubbed walnut or cherry
handles. Send $1 for illustrated
catalog. Bohrmann Knives, 29
Portland Street, Yarmouth,
Maine 04096. 207-846-3385.

SNOWMOBILE TRIPS
Hundreds of miles of unplowed
Woods Roads & Rivers. CampMeals. Dave Lutes - Allagash,
Me. 04774. 207-398-3275.
AT STUD
Eng. Setter. F.D.S.B. close
working, great nose, very
stylish, 95% white. Special
proven bitches. Lufkin, Casco,
Me. 1-655-7330.
WANTED! HUNTING CAMP
Prefer wilderness area - hunt
ing and fishing acreage ok.
Please write John McNally, 65
Fernwood Ave., Hyannis, MA.
02601.
CAMPS FOR SALE
Holeb 2 - miles west of Jackman. 3 backwoods camps for
sale. Complete housekeeping.
Information John Baillargeon
Jackman, Maine 04945. Tel.
668-7683.
COZY COVE CABINS
WINTER WONDERLAND
Nice warm hskpg. cabins on
Bigwood Lake which command
a fantastic view of the moun
tains. Jackman has the finest
groomed trail system in the
East plus hundreds of miles of
unplowed logging roads. AC
CESS TO ALL MAJOR TRAILS
AND TOWN FACILITIES BY
MACHINE
FROM
YOUR
CABIN DOOR! Available: Ca
ble T.V., ice fishing, ice house
rental, crosscountry skiing,
snowshoeing,
snowmobiling,
rabbit hunting now thru March.
Special weekday and group
rates. JACK AND KATHY
HEGARTY COZY COVE CAB
INS, JACKMAN, MAINE 04945.

UKC BLACK AND TAN
Stud Service - “ Sm okey” is a
top hound in all departments
from cage to pressure treeing.
465-7801.

Advertise FREE or at Low Cost
You can tell 40,000 Maine and out-of-state
sportsmen what you have to buy, sell or trade.
The Maine Sportsman Trading Post has brought
results to hundreds of satisfied readers.
We offer free classifieds of not more than 20
words to subscribers on a one-time basis. This
offer does not extend to full or part time
businesses.
For non-subscribers and businesses the
minimum rate is $3.50 for 20 words or less. For
over 20 words, add 15 cents per word. Payment
must be made with your order.
The Maine Sportsman also offers low-cost
display advertising. For more information on the
Sportsmans Trading Post or other advertising
rates, call or write: The Maine Sportsman, Box
507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096. Telephone
846-9501

Place my ad in the Sportsman’s Trading Post as Follows: [Print or type]
Buy ad for 12 months, get one month free! Deadline 15th of month.

Macwahoc - Approx. 4 acres on
trout stream, owner financing
available.
Oakfield -11 plus acres, grown
up fields, balance wooded, nice
brook, $3,950.00.
Lincoln - 5 acres, brook crosses
property, year round gravel
road, $2,800.00.
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Aroostook Ice Fishing Looks Good
As soon as the deer season
closed we had a very cold
stretch. The temperature went
to ten below zero and the winds
held throughout the night. It
stayed cold for m ore than a
week. You may not know it, but
that’ s good news for the ice
fisherman. It means the ice will
be safe earlier than some years,
and it should mean a good base
for the winter.

throughfare between Telos and
Chamberlain.
Without the access through
Baxter Park’s roads it length
ens the trip to reach the Alla
gash area for Aroostook people
by more than 80 miles. I guess
the people in Augusta could
care less. So what if we have to
drive that distance out of our
way? We can drive there in
summer with cars, trucks and

ity down during the daylight
hours.
Still, there were plenty of
deer throughout the region. We
have had some very easy win
ters with an early spring in
three of the last four years.
This made the conditions right
for a large crop of fawns and a
large kill this fall. The only
reason that the kill was down
was due entirely to the weather.

Southern
Aroostook
w

j '

Dave O’Connor

m

Star Route, Box 36-B
Sherman Station

The second factor of im por
tance to the ice angler is that
the waters this fall were excep
tionally low. This is good news
for angling success, but can
mean more accidents around
the shallow areas because there
isn’t water where water should
be. You will have to exercise
caution due to rocks hidden
under the snow, and shell ice
around islands that carl be a
winter time killer.

uled. They feel it should be in
early December with a two or
three-day season for residents
only. They also feel that every
one should have a chance in the
hunt, even if it means a one day
season. Their reasoning in the
December hunt is that it would
assure the hunter time to let the
moose cool in the woods after
he was down without fear of the
meat spoiling from high tem
peratures.

The low water should increase
success as there will be less
surface area and less food for
the fish in the confines of the
water they winter through. Tra
ditionally, popular lakes like
Eagle, Chamberlain, Pleas
ant, Mattawamkeag, Harring
ton, Millinocket, and the like
are already getting constant
travel. But, in the hinterlands
there are other lakes that rare
ly see any pressure.
These remote lakes are some
times closed to all ice angling
and the wise angler will check
the regulation booklet twice be
fore making plans. You can
get one from the town office,
from the people in Augusta, or
from any of a hundred other
places such as sporting goods
stores and locations that cater
to fishermen. It would be use
less to try and recap the new
regulations here, but suffice it
to say that there are some new
things in the law for this sea
son.
While a lot of local anglers
think of the pickerel as a trash
fish in the summer you can see
increasing pressure on this
species every winter season
that goes by. Places like Perry
Pond (Plunkett Road on the
geodetic m aps) in Benedicta,
Mattawamkeag Lake near Is
land Falls, and Rush Pond have
becom e local favorites. Rush
Pond is a favorite duck hunting
spot in Benedicta in the fall and
was quite remote until the inter
state highway came by the east
shore. Now, it has attracted
more attention, but seems to be
going downhill as far as success
ratio goes, both for the fall
hunt and for pickerel through
the ice.
If you plan to fish in the
Allagash region and have tradi
tionally used Baxter Park’s
north road as a means to get to
Telos you might as well forget
that again this year. It is still
off limits to snowmobiles
through an interpretation of the
“ forever w ild’ ’ concept. For
those who want access to the
Allagash River it can still be
gained by the “ Golden Road” , a
private logging road that runs
north of Millinocket to the

An alternative to the season
might be a “ bull’s season” for a
short duration—say regulating
it so everyone could hunt for
two days--and that way the kill
would be kept down. The insti
tution of a bull season would
also please some who think we
don’t yet have enough moose
for a regular season. Person
ally, I would like to see a public
drawing, but a nominal fee
charged for those who are suc
cessful. I would also like to see
the hunter be restricted to one
area or county for the hunt.
That way we wouldn’t be all
bunched up in a few locations.
If there are very few permits to
be given out then I think it
should be written in that any
successful application for a
moose permit should be a “ once
in a lifetime” thing. That would
prevent persons from being able
to draw permits several times
over a period of years while
others were unable to ever get
a permit.
Restricted licenses is som e
thing Maine should give some
thought to—and not just for
moose.

Letter
Chain pickerel can provide a lot o f action for the
ice angler even though the salmonids get most of
the limelight. [Dave O’Connor Photo]
hauling boats, but in winter we
need to snowshoe as a snowmo
bile would be out of line with
the regulations. The use of Bax
ter’s so called perimeter roads
was a vital link in the trans
portation for area anglers. Now
it lies dormant.
• * *

Deer hunting in this area was
good. The hunters found the
beech ridges to be best because
we had an extremely large crop
of beech nuts. We also had a lot
of acorns in the few areas
where oak is found. Those hunt
ers who stuck with the swamps
did not fare well at all. We had
little snow and so the deer were
able to roam wherever they
wanted to. The warm days of
the early going kept deer activ

Rain was almost non-existent
for most of the fall and so the
woods were very noisy over
much of the season. This favors
the deer and not the hunter.
Snow was something we
didn’t see until the day after
Thanksgiving and that’ s a dis
aster to many gunners. Track
ing deer is a local favorite and
it was im possible to do this
season until the final hours.
Normally we have snow by
mid-season and the hunter can
tell what area the deer are
using in the daytime hours.
When you get a deer season
where the woods is dry and
noisy coupled with the lack of
snow its a wonder the deer kill
is as high as it was this year
when all those conditions were

in play. I think it means there
were a lot more deer out there
than we thought previously.
***
The topic of moose was a
com mon thing all fall. Bird
hunters saw moose. Deer hunt
ers saw moose. People in town
saw moose. Most hunters would
agree that we probably have
more moose than deer in many
areas of the county. The only
trouble is that we still don’t
have an open season. I think the
time is long past when this
should have taken place. The
legislature and governor should
take a new look.
The locals seem to have a
favorite moose hunting time
should a season ever be sched

Brownie
Not Brookie
To the Editor:
In the November issue of the
Maine Sportsman you listed my
fish as a 17-pound, 11-ounce
brook trout. I would love to
catch a brook trout that size.
Wouldn’t that be some record.
The fish that I caught on
August 9 was a 17-pound,
11-ounce brown trout. While that
is not a state record, I’m still
pretty darn happy with it. It
only took me 15 years to catch
him. I thought you might want
to make the correction.
Lee S. Mitchell
Douglas Hill
Sebago, Maine

